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Why, Arizona, Flood Event 

PIMA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
DISTRICT 3 

130 WEST CONGRESS STREET, 11 TH FLOOR 
TUCSON, ARIZONA 85701 -1317 

(520) 724-8051 
district3@pima.gov 

On Wednesday, July 9, 2014, the community of Why, Arizona, experienced a 2-inch rainfall in less than one hour. 

This rainfall event caused flooding of roadways and residential areas. The areas that were especially hard hit were 

along Rio Cornez Wash and an area south of Ball Road between State Highway 86 and State Highway 85. 

The terrain in and around Why is relatively flat and prone to sheet flooding with runoff flowing from the east to 

west. Historically a number of berms averaging 3 feet in height have been used by property owners and along 

State Highway 86 to direct flow. Roadways are generally private and also convey flow. 

On July 9, flow spilled over the berm along the east side of Highway 86 causing extensive erosion on the west side 

of the road; the flow then breached some of the berms on private property. Because the damages occurred on 

private property and roadways are private, there is little that Pima County is able to do to repair damage. State law 

does not allow public funds to be spent on private property. However, within our limitations, we are ready to 

assist. We understand residents are worried that the breached berms will result in additional storm damage. 

At Supervisor Bronson's direction, Pima County Regional Flood Control District (RFCD) staff met with Arizona 

Department of Transportation (ADOT) representatives, and ADOT will be conducting repair activities within its 

roadway right of way. RFCD also met with representatives from the Pima County Office of Emergency 

Management (OEM), Department of Transportation (PCDOT), and Community and Economic Development. We 

are proposing the following response actions: 

1. PCDOT will deliver filled sand bags to Why for use by residents in protecting their homes and reducing 

future flooding in the short term. OEM has contacted the Fire District and has secured permission to use 

the fire station as a staging location. 

2. OEM has contact the Red Cross, and the Red Cross is in the process of securing hotel rooms in Ajo in the 

event any residents in Why are displaced. 

3. Pima County Development Services will be inspecting structures to determine if there are any structural 

issues. 

4. Pima County Community Development staff will tour the area and, as appropriate, provide information on 

housing repair programs and applications. Community Development will also look at any volunteer 

activities that may need to be undertaken. 

5. RFCD will work with the Communications Office to develop clear information for the residents on our 

response, post-flood repairs and clean up, etc. 

6. RFCD will coordinate with ADOT and provide technical assistance as ADOT makes repairs along Highway 

86. 

If you have any questions or need assistance, please call Supervisor Bronson's office at (520) 724-8051. 

In an emergency, call 911. 
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Pima County Regional Flood Control District
97 E Congress - 3rd Floor

Tucson, Arizona 85701-1207
(520) 724-4600, FAX: (520) 724-4621

http://www.rfcd.pima.gov

The information depicted on this display is the result 
of digital analyses performed on a variety of databases

provided and maintained by several governmental agencies.
The accuracy of the information presented is limited to
the collective accuracy of these databases on the date

of the analysis. The Pima County Regional Flood Control 
District makes no claims regarding the accuracy of the information

depicted herein.
This product is subject to the GIS Division Disclaimer

and Use Restrictions.
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