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PEOPLE AND ANIMALS

New
pollinator
garden

at Canoa
Ranch draws
them all

By Jorge Encinas
encinas@yvnews com

oronavirus threw
a big wrench into
many of the fun

summertime activities
residents enjoy. but there's
something new many
might not know ahout - the
pollinator garden at Canoa
Ranch.

The Pima County
Regional Flood Control
District wrapped up the
six-acre project in late
June.

DIVERSE HABITATS

Flood Control civil engi-
neering manager Deirdre
Brosnihan said the county
started the project after
completing the 2.5-acre
cienega - marshy, wetland

in February.

The lake, cienega and
now pollinator garden at
the Historic Canoa Ranch
combine to create a signifi-
cant habitat for migrating
wildlife passing through
the area.

“That was a really big
push for us to create addi-
tional habitats,"” Brosnihan
said. "It's a nice balance
of three different habitat
types that all enhance the
Canoa Ranch site.”

And that enhancement
isn't lost on Canoa Ranch's
superintendent Matt
Smogor.

“The diversity is nice be-
cause there's a very differ-
ent food web at each area,”
he said. "So that'll attract
a more diverse area of
animals within those food
webs, and they'll be able to
commingle in all these new
habitats that are so close to
each other.”

This commingling in one
centralized location pro-
vides an enhanced wildlife
viewing experience for vis-
itors as the variety critters
showing up will increase.

And eritters of different
types took quick notice of
the new digs, especially
one animal-focused ameni-
ty Flood Control provided.

Part of the pollinator
garden includes a wildlife
drinker - an artificial
watering hole. Brosnihan
said the drinker was a first
for Flood Control and is
alearning experience as
they plan to incorporate
more into a future project
at Canoa Ranch.

A view of Elephant Head from the ramada in the pollinator garden.

Flood Control looked
to other wildlife drinkers
built around Arizona and
began experimenting on
the design they incorporat-
ed into the one constructed
at the pollinator garden.

"We put one together
and wanted to monitor
how it was used and if the
animals like the concrete
or rock areas," Brosnihan
said. "And it's interesting
because on the wildlife
camera you can see some
animals will only want to
go on the smoother con-
crete versus others that
like to go down the rocks.
It's been an interesting ex-
periment for us and helped
educate us to go forward
and build the next couple.”

So far, Brosnihan and
Smogor have enjoyed
the images caught by the
wildlife camera, from cau-
tious coyotes to a relaxed
owl taking in the view
Brosnihan said they even
found a deer enjoying a
good hoof soaking in the
watering hole.

"The camoera has just
been a lot of fun,” she said.
“You know, it's an 'Ooh,
what did we get this week-
end.”

NATIVE PLANTS

While water is a strong
Iure for wildlife, it's not all
that goes into creating a
suitable habitat.

Plants are also a signifi-
cant part of the equation.

And the county needed
plenty of them. Pima
County's Native Plant
Nursery in Tucson has
kept busy providing many
of the plants for the proj-
ects, and the biggest one is
yet to come.

The nursery's program
coordinator Andrew Hatch
said the pollinator garden
took 909 plants.

When the cienega
wrapped up in February,
the county’s nursery pro-
vided about 600 plants and
trees to the project. The
county's next project, a
30-acre mitigation bank at
Canoa Ranch, will draw
even more plants.

Hatch said the pollinator
garden is a medium-sized
project, but the mitigation
bank is the biggest one on
the horizon.

How big?

He said the project calls
for 3,788 plants and trees.
The county's nursery
would provide at least 2,800
of the plants, and the rest
would likely come from pri-
vate nurseries.

MITIGATION BANK

The 30-acre Mitigation
Bank provides a large habi-
tat area for wildlife and
could give Canoa Ranch a
dedicated revenue source
in the future.

Flood Control is work-
ing with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers on the
project.
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A bird enjoys the new pollinator garden at the Historic Canoa Ranch.

Brosnihan said the proj-
ect, which also restores the
area, would sell credits to
other agencies and orga-
nizations that would offset
the loss of habitat from
their projects.

"It won't have trails,
as arequirement of the
Corps of Engineers,” she
said. "It'l just be pure
restoration, water harvest-
ing basins, more wildlifi
drinkers and extensive
planting.”

Even though there won't
be trails, benches or rama-
das, people will notice a dif-
ference once Flood Control
and the Corps of Engineers
finish.

Much like the pollinator
garden before restoration,
the 30-acre mitigation site
is covered in Amaranth -
commonly called pigweed.
While pigweed is native
to the area, the name is a
clear indication that it's
not especially desirable.

"Yeal, it's a big problem
because it grows so fast.”
Hatch said. "[t grows very
fast, and it's very aggres-
sive”

Because pigweed is so ag-
gressive, it can beat other
plants for living space and
take over a vast area.

Brosnihan said the plan
is to go through and blade
the 30 acres to remove the
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pigweed and Bermuda
Grass as they did with the
pollinator garden.

"They're still fighting
both of those species
back.” she said. "Amaranth
is native, but it's almost a
monoculture, which isn't
desirable.”

HOT SUMMER

Aggressive weeds aren’t
the only challenges to
restoring the land around
Canoa Ranch.

The heat challenged the
project as well

This summer has pushed
or broken different records

See WILDLIFE, A11
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An owl takes in the scene at the wildlife drinker in the
collinator garden at Canoa Ranch.

The water comes from
the lake and circulates it,
keeping it cooler during
the summer.
and is even making a run The heat isn't just a chal-
for Tucson's hottest vear. lenge for plants taking
The current record is 1994, root.
with 99 days hitting triple “The heat always pres-
digits. ents challenges,” Smogor

Tuesday marked 84 days  said. "The thing that I've
with triple digits. The sec-  seen is visitation can be
ond hottest year was 1989, challenging because there
with 93 days at 100degrees  are limited hours for some
or warmer. people to be outside.”

So far, Hatch said the
nursery sent 18 plants to
the pollinator garden as
replacements.

Brosnihan said the heat

WILDLIFE

Continued from A10

SHUTDOWN
ALTERNATIVE

While the heat could be
adeterrent. Smogor said
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The wildlife drinker at the pollinator garden is a first for the county's Regional Flood Control District

Smogor said the visitor
center is coming along, and
plans are in the works for
new fencing to replace the
old chain-link fence that

meant ensuring the irriga-
tion system continues to
funetion correctly.

‘It just makes it a little
more stressful for new
plants to establish when
we're in this 110-degree

Canoa Ranch is still a good
option for people looking to
get out of the house.

"The nice thing is that
we're open and people can
come," he said. "We just ask
that when people do come

came with the property
during its unoccupied pe-
riod.

However, the addition of
the pollinator garden pro-
vides the public with a new
option when recreational

in the middle of the day
to bring the proper cloth-
ing, sun protection, lots of
fluids and have a phone on
you in case you get into a
situation where you need
to call first responders.”
The county continues to
restore Canoa Ranch's com-
pound despite COVID-19
keeping the doors closed to
the public.

heat,” she said.

The pollinator garden
uses about 1.32 acre-feet of
water annually. An acre-
foot is the amount of water
one-foot deep covering an
acre, or one acre-foot is
about 326,000 gallons.

However, the usage will
vary with temperature and
as plants become estab-
lished.

INSURANCE BUILT
FORTHE FUTURE.

Whether it's a new minivan that fits your growing
family or a downtown condo that matches your
cosmopolitan dreams, I'm here with advice and

resources to help you in your journey.
Let’s talk about your plans, and
how | can help you protect them.

Paul Barker, Agent
Paul Barker Agency Inc
8275 N Silverbell Rd Ste 109

Tucson, AZ 85743
Bus: (520)877-8133

512 EWhitehse Cyn Rd Ste 130
GreenValley, AZ 85614
Bus: (520) 625-2166
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options are on the decline.

"The Anza Trail, there's
a four-and-a-half-mile
walking path there, inter-
mingled with the pollina-
tor paths that are adjacent
to the Anza Trail," he said.
"Along with the pathways
around the lake and ciene-
ga that tie into each other,
there are neverending op-
portunities.”

Pima County photo

The county’s wildlife camera catches coyotes taking a drink in the pollinator garden.

11 you've bought a home
or two through the years, you
probably know a bit about
mortgages. But here are some
Tun facts you probably don’t
know:

* The word mortgage
comes from the Old French
word “mortgage.” or “mort
gaige.” which means “deud
pledge.” So when you pay it
off the morgage dies

+ In Scotland people paint
their front doors red once the
mortgage has been paid of!’

= According to the Federal
Reserve, there was $13.8 il
lion in mortgage debt at the
end ol 2019, Overall home
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Fun Facts about

Mortgages

Green Valley Insider

values in owner occupied

homes was valued at $29.2
trillion
= Mortgage rates are at the

Advice from local experts

Steve Oesterle
Sales Manager,

Nations Lending
NMLS # 653814 =

lowest level in years.

* Fannie Mae was founded
in 1938 by Franklin Roos-
evelt 1o free up money for

lenders. Freddie Mac was
created in 1970 just after Fan-

nie Mae became a publicly
traded company. The two

entities combine (0 guarantee
about half the mortgages in
the US.

* 32% of buyers in 2019
were lirst-time buyers. 21%
were cash buyers nationwide
In Gireen Valley. the number
of cash buyers is closer to
60%.

For more information on
s, interest rates and
contact Steve at
Nation's Lending. 520-612-
479, or stop inat 210W.
Continental Road. Suite
H6A. Green Valley AZ

Corp NMLS 4 32410

https://www.gvnews.com/eedition/gvnews/page-al11/page_cd3e087b-3a06-59d4-9e07-d0fe55fbb4 1e.html

11



