
Historic Use of the
Riverine Landscape

Many people began to move to the region from 
the eastern United States and Mexico, exploring 
economic opportunities. Among these were the 
Rowlett brothers, William and Alfred, Virginia 
natives skilled in operating grain mills. They saw 
the mule-powered mills in Tucson grinding wheat 
and corn into �our and decided to build a dam on 
the Santa Cruz River and construct a more e�cient 
water-powered mill. Throughout the American 
Territorial period (1856–1912), the water in this 
stretch of the river would serve many purposes – 
running the mill, making beer, swimming, �shing, 
and irrigating crops. 

The Mexican militar� lest the Tucson Presidio for��ess in 
March 1856, t�o years aster the Gadsden Purchase made 
souther� Arizona par� of the United States.

 Ad for the Silverlake Hotel and Excelsior
     Brewery, Arizona Weekly Star, June 10, 1880

 Photograph of a river near the Tucson Indian School
      in Tucson (Ariz.). Courtesy of Arizona State Library,
      Archives and Public Records, History and Archives
      Division, Phoenix, #04-6714

 Ad for Rowlett’s Flour Mill,
      Arizonian, October 27, 1859

 Price family hayride at their ranch, circa 1956.
     Courtesy of the Price family

 Marlin and Rosario Price at their ranch in
      the late 1960s. Courtesy of the Price family

 A view west across Silverlake to the Silverlake Hotel, 1880–1895. Courtesy of Arizona Historical  Society,
      Case 38, Places-Tucson-Silverlake

Ca
th

er
in

e 
B.

 G
ilm

an
, D

es
er

t A
rc

ha
eo

lo
gy

, I
nc

.


