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Benefits of the Santa Cruz
River Management Plan

A comprehensive river management will
enable the District to manage the corridor in
a consistent manner. The river management
plan will aid the District in addressing
jurisdictions’ needs for flood risk
management, drainage infrastructure
protection, water recharge, recreation
opportunities, public safety and riparian
habitat preservation.

Project Contacts

Please contact us if you would like more
information or have photos or information on
flooding or erosion issues within these watersheds
that you would like to share with the District.
Evan Canfield, PhD, PE, CFM Project
Manager for the District
evan.canfield@pima.gov
(520) 724-4600
Scott Altherr, PE, CFM Project Manager for CMG
Drainage Engineering, Inc.
saltherr@cmgdrainage.com
In cooperation with:

Past Events

1. On May 7, 2019 the District presented the
scope of the project to various stakeholders
that represent entities within the project
boundaries.
2. The District hosted three different meetings in
late October 2019 with key stakeholders
within each reach of the project boundary –
Grant Rd. to Ina Rd., Ina Rd. to Avra Valley Rd.,
and Avra Valley Rd. to Pinal County.

Project Website

https://pima.gov/santacruzriverplan

The Santa Cruz River Management Plan is
bound by Grant Road on the South and Pinal
County Line on the north and generally within
the administrative boundaries of the
floodplain.

Background

In the Spring of 2018, the Pima County Regional Flood
Control District (District) initiated the Santa Cruz River
management plan – Grant to Trico, to develop a
comprehensive management plan for a part of the river
which goes through the City of Tucson, Town of Marana
and unincorporated Pima County.

Project Purpose

The purpose of this project is to develop a
management strategy to balance flood risk
management, drainage infrastructure protection,
water recharge, recreation opportunities, public
safety and riparian habitat preservation for the Santa
Cruz River from Grant Rd. to Trico Rd.
The first phase of the project was a comprehensive
existing conditions assessment of the river, which was
completed in September 2019 and generated the
following:
Existing Conditions Report – This report documents
drainage complaints, land ownership, maintenance
responsibility, previous studies and projects that
have been done in this part of the Santa Cruz River.
Infrastructure Assessment and Maintenance
Evaluation Report – This report evaluated the state
of infrastructure in the Santa Cruz including the
state of the soil cement bank protection and
conveyance capacity of the river in a 100-yr flood.
Technical Data Support Notebook for floodplain
mapping – This report identified the flood risks
along the corridor associated with the 1% annual
chance (100-yr) flood and 0.2% chance (500-yr)
flood.
The findings of these three reports were used to
understand baseline conditions for three sub-reaches
of the Santa Cruz River.
•
•
•

Grant Rd. to Ina Rd sub-reach (Three Rivers)
Ina Rd to Avra Valley Rd. sub-reach (Cortaro
Narrows)
Avra Valley Rd. to Pinal County sub-reach
(Marana Flats)

These three sub-reaches have been the basis of
reporting on changes in the river described in the
Living River annual report series, a partnership
between the Pima County Regional Flood Control
District, Pima County Regional Wastewater
Reclamation Department, and the Sonoran
Institute.

Community Preference and
Priorities
Sonoran Institute performed a community engagement
survey of preferences and priorities.

Development of Recommended
Alternatives and Implementation
Plan

Stakeholder/Public Outreach

In October 2019, the District kicked off the second
phase of the Santa Cruz River Management Plan to
identify recommended alternatives and an
implementation plan which will incorporate other
County and District priorities in the development of
multi-benefit solutions. Ultimately, the District
proposes to ask the Board of Supervisors, the City of
Tucson and the Town of Marana to accept the
recommended alternatives and an implementation plan
by legislative action.

Timeline

Today

The District has engaged in stakeholder meetings and
will conduct community workshops in December. The
purpose of the December is to gather input on:
•
•
•
•
•

Flooding and Infrastructure
Water resources
Environment/Recreation
Emergency services
Unauthorized uses

