PIMA COUNTY REGIONAL FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
TECHNICAL POLICY

POLICY NO.: Technical Policy, TECH-007 EFFECTIVE DATE: Sept 1, 2014

POLICY NAME: Interim Adoption of the draft version of the Design Standards for Stormwater
Detention and Retention for Pima County, an update of the Pima County/City of Tucson Stormwater
Detention/Retention Manual.

PURPOSE: To allow for interim use, prior to adoption by the Board of Directors for the Flood Control
District, of the draft version of the Design Standards for Stormwater Detention and Retention for Pima County.

BACKGROUND: Chapter 16.480f the Ordinance, entitted RUNOFF DETENTION SYSTEMS, requires
any new development to provide some method of peak or volumetric runoff reduction. Since 1984, the amount
of reduction has been stipulated within the Pima County/City of Tucson Stormwater Detention/Retention
Manual (SWDRM). The Pima County Regional Flood Control District (District) has nearly completed a
revision of the SWDRM. The revised manual, Design Standards for Stormwater Detention and Retention for
Pima County (Design Standards), includes replacement of the threshold retention requirement with a first flush
retention requirement for retention of the first 0.5 inch of rainfall; introduces use of Low Impact Development
(LID) practices; specifies acceptable methodologies for analysis of peak discharge reduction; and specifies
design standards for traditional detention systems, retention basins and LID practices.

The Design Standards for Stormwater Detention and Retention for Pima County is essentially complete, with
the technical elements of detention basins and stormwater harvesting retention basins having completed
stakeholder review and acceptance. In addition, the manual has received a recommendation for approval from
the Flood Control District Advisory Committee.

The Design Standards are one piece of a regulatory framework that is transitioning to use of LID practices.
Recently, the Development Services Department has begun some code text amendments that are intended to
encourage the use of LID during site planning. In order to make sure these regulations do not conflict,
additional work on Multi-Use Concepts is necessary even while the remaining standards are implemented.

Interim adoption of the design standards will also allow for sufficient testing of the requirements to make sure
the guidelines are reasonable and that they work as intended. In addition, it allows staff to provide training to
interested parties that may not have been involved in the stakeholder review process. A review of questions or
issues that result from the real-time testing and trainings will ensure a clear, concise and reasonable guidance
document will be submitted to the Board for final adoption.

POLICY:
For any project with an initial submittal date on or after the effective date of this Policy, the Design
Standards for Stormwater Detention and Retention for Pima County (Design Standards) shall apply.
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