Pima County Local Emergency Planning Committee
Role of the LEPC and Membership
The role of the Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) and its members is to form partnerships with local industries and government entities as a resource for enhancing preparedness for hazardous materials emergencies. The steps in this process include:
· Ensuring hazard analyses are completed and updated including hazmat incidents as well as potential off-site effects of facility releases; 
· Integrating hazardous materials incident planning with local emergency plans; 
· Ensuring hazardous materials response capability assessments are accomplished and shortfalls identified and addressed;
· Enhancing hazardous materials preparedness and response capabilities through responder and business training; 
· Participating in development of mutual aid agreements with relevant jurisdictions; and
· Practicing and testing hazmat plans and response capabilities with realistic tabletop and field exercises.
It is essential for industry to play a part in this process to ensure facility response plans and capabilities dovetail with local government emergency plans. Misperceptions between industry and response personnel can have a catastrophic impact on not only the business but on the citizens of the planning district of Pima County. According to the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA), every facility subject to regulation is required to identify and provide the name of a facility emergency coordinator, report types and quantities of regulated chemicals on site, provide Safety Data Sheets (SDSs), and permit local fire departments to inspect their facilities.  
The LEPC is crucial to maintaining the effectiveness of local hazardous materials response planning and the community right to know provisions of EPCRA. The members come from the planning district and should be familiar with local economy, business base, environmental issues, and public safety considerations. This broad-based expertise is required to assist with the development of emergency plans so that local needs and requirements are met.  The LEPC should serve as a focal point for outreach activities concerning citizen response to hazardous materials incidents, health and environmental planning, and environmental risks.
Members of the LEPC represent government and private organizations, industries, and occupations in order to provide the expertise to enhance planning and outreach capability. The LEPC membership should represent a cross section of the jurisdiction in which it resides.  Each member must understand that he or she represents their agency or organization as well as their area of expertise.  
LEPC members should come from the following groups:
· Elected officials including city, town and county councils, fire district board members, or any other elected officers;     
· Public health and safety including law enforcement, emergency management, health departments, fire, emergency medical services, hospitals, etc.;
· Transportation including public works, pipeline, rail, trucking, etc.;  
· Media including print, broadcast, or radio; 
· Community groups and service organizations; 
· Facility owners, operators or environmental, health and safety personnel; and 
· Community members acting as citizen representatives of the planning district.  
Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act Requirements
According to the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act, each LEPC shall:
· Review local emergency management plans once a year, or more frequently as circumstances change in the community or as any facility may require (§303(a)).
· Make available each Safety Data Sheet (SDS), chemical list described in Section §311(a)(2) or Tier II report, inventory form, and follow up emergency notice to the general public, consistent with §322, during normal working hours at a location designated by the LEPC (§324(a)).
· Establish procedures for receiving and processing requests from the public for information under §324, including Tier II information under §312.  Such procedures shall include the designation of an official to serve as coordinator for information (§301(c)).
· Receive from each subject facility the name of a facility representative who will participate in the emergency planning process as a facility emergency coordinator (§303(d)).
· Be informed by the community emergency coordinator of hazardous chemical releases reported by owners or operators of covered facilities §304(b)(1)(a)).
· Be given follow-up emergency information as soon as practical after a release, which requires the owner/operator to submit a notice (§304(c)).
· Receive from the owner or operator of any facility a SDS for each chemical (upon request of the LEPC or fire department), or a list of such chemicals as described (§311(a)).
· Make available, upon request by any person, an SDS to the person in accordance with Section 324 (§311(a)).
· Receive from the owner or operator of each facility an emergency and hazardous chemical inventory form (§312(a)).
· Respond to a request for Tier II information no later than 45 days after the date of receipt of the request (§312(e)).
· Commence a civil action against an owner or operator of a facility for failure to provide information under §303(d) or for failure to submit Tier II information under §312(e)(1) and § 326(a)(2)(B)) if necessary.
· Appoint a chairperson, a coordinator, and establish rules (bylaws) by which the committee shall function (§301(c)). Rules shall include provisions for public notification of committee activities, public meetings to discuss the emergency plan, public comments and response to such comments by the committee. Other issues for consideration by the LEPC in its rulemaking are:
· Term of office,
· Removal from the LEPC,
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Authority of the LEPC,
· Immunity for LEPC members, and
· Notification of the State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) of nominations for changes in the LEPC membership.  
History of Pima County LEPC
In October 1986, Congress passed Public Law 99-499, the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) Title Ill, also known as the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA). This federal law requires the Governor of each state to appoint a State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) which then will divide each state into Local Emergency Planning Districts, each governed by a Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC). In Arizona, local planning districts were determined by county boundaries. The Pima County LEPC is one of 15 LEPC's in the State of Arizona.  The Arizona State Emergency Response Commission (AZSERC) resides with the Department of Environmental Quality after moving from the Arizona Department of Military and Emergency Affairs (ADEMA) in 2016.  
The Pima County Board of Supervisors on June 5, 1987, approved the formation and authorized operation of the Pima County LEPC.  In 2010, the Pima County LEPC became a member of the National Association of SARA Title Three Professional Officers (NASTTPO).  This national organization supports the operations of the SERC and LEPCs across the United States.
Purpose of Pima County LEPC
Under terms of our By-laws, the purpose of the Pima County LEPC is to:
1. Develop, review/edit, train to, and validate the county hazardous substances emergency response plan;
2. Provide safety and compliance information or guidance to/for regulated facilities;
3. Support educational and outreach programs for first responders and the public;
4. Maintain the State procedure for receiving and processing community right-to-know requests from the public;
5. Provide public notification of all hazardous substances releases, when necessary, and committee activities.
The Mission of the Pima County LEPC
1. Continuously improve public, business and government knowledge related to hazardous materials incident planning and response through education and training, exercising, and outreach by:
a. Providing assistance and support to businesses related to hazardous materials incident planning and preparedness;
b. Participation in community outreach efforts; 
c. Building partnerships with other emergency management, environmental, health and safety organizations; and 
d. Utilizing the media and social media to meet public outreach goals.
2. Support hazardous materials response teams and first responder agencies by:
a. Supporting educational opportunities through Hazardous Materials Emergency Planning grant coordination with the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ); 
b. Supporting exercise coordination and participation;  
c. Coordinating planning and operational guidelines between industry, response, and governmental entities; and
d. Providing guidance and approval on the use of Emergency Response Funds allocated through ADEQ.  
2. Maintain the responsibilities and requirements of LEPCs as required in EPCRA and the Arizona Revised Statutes.

