PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING

January 11, 2019
Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Department
3500 West River Road, Tucson, Arizona

Quorum having been established, Vice Chair Johnson called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m. on
January 11. 2019.

Commissioners present were Jan Johnson (Vice Chair), Damion Alexander, Peter Chesson (via
Skype), Enrique Serna, Richard Barker, Anita Kellman, Victor Rivera, Carol Kovalik and Robert
Owens. Chair Michael Lundin was absent.

Staff present were Robert Padilla, Karen Simms, Ron Odell, Robin Hadden, Brian Powell and
Ann Khambbholja.

Those present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Consent Agenda

A motion was made and seconded to approve the November 9, 2018 minutes. The motion
passed.

COMMISSION DISCUSSION/ACTION REQUEST
1. Informational update Chuck Catino Award nominations: Mr. Robert Padilla informed the

commission that, to date, four nominations had been received for the Chuck Catino award.
He also informed them that NRPR would review the applications for adherence to the award
criteria and present all completed nominations to the commission at the next meeting
scheduled for March 8, 2019. Commissioner Kovalik asked Mr. Padilla to give the
commission some background on the award and Mr. Padilla informed her that Mr. Chuck
Catino was a former Parks and Recreation Commissioner who was a tireless advocate for
recreational facilities in the Green Valley area. Mr. Catino’s volunteer efforts including
fundraising and securing various in kind contributions by various organizations led to the
creation of Canoa Preserve Park in Green Valley. After his passing the commission decided
that to honor his legacy, an annual award would be given to an outstanding volunteer.

2. Informational update from the Operations Division: Mr. Ron Odell informed the commission
about a few of the projects his division has been working on, namely the Catalina
Community Center parking lot, fencing at Lawrence Park, replacement of a play structure at
Denny Dunn Park and the infield improvements at Field#3 at Arthur Pack Park. Mr. Odell
also informed them that NRPR maintains the Loop on behalf of RFCD which funds
approximately 20 miles of pavement preservation annually. The Operations division
supervisors conduct asphalt inspections of the Loop in April and October noting the
problems, like pot holes, cracks, striping, etc. that are found. Then working with NRPR’s GIS
division, the surface quality along with problems are mapped, which keeps track of sections



that have been previously completed. Commissioner Kovalik asked whether the repair work
was hop-scotched, done consecutively, or whether it depended on the evaluations of the
Operations Division. Mr. Odell informed her that since this is funded by RFCD, it is their
decision, but where there are hotspots, they are attended to promptly. This program
recently started in April and the second asphalt inspection was conducted this past October.

3. Informational update from the Natural Resources Division: Ms. Karen Simms informed
the commission that the main goal of the Agua Caliente Pond project was to conserve
water, reduce groundwater pumping, manage water depths and vegetation for
wildlife habitats and restore historic views of the Catalina Mountains. The project will
entail first managing aquatic species, after which the pond will be drained and re-
contoured. A polymer sealant will be applied to prevent water loss through seepage.
Once completed, the pond will be refilled. The pond will also be deepened to 6 - 10’,
resulting in increased aquatic habitat diversity and more open water. Some of the
palm trees will be removed thus restoring the historic Catalina Mountain view. The
footbridge to the island will also be replaced.

The main reason for this project is water conservation as the spring that once filled
the ponds has had no measurable flow since 2014. In 2017 alone approximately 28.5
million gallons was pumped into the main pond and an estimated 30% - 50% seeped
out of the bottom. Once complete, pumping of ground water will be significantly
reduced due to the fact that seepage will be minimized. Since the pond contains no
native fish, NRPR is opening the pond to fishing during the month of January. Native
species will be introduced after renovation, with the exception of sterile grass carp
that serve an important function of eating aquatic vegetation. Some of the red-eared
sliders will be trapped and relocated to a turtle rescue in Phoenix. Commissioner
Kellman asked about the palm trees that will be removed and was informed that the
contractor could utilize them in other landscaping projects or carry out green
recycling. Commissioner Kovalik asked about the turtles in Pond 2 and was informed
that they would be moved back after renovation. She also asked how they would be
protected during renovation and was informed by Ms. Simms that a biological monitor
would be on site at all times during construction as well as when the palm trees are
taken down to ensure there are no nesting birds in them. Commissioner Owens
inquired about when the project would start and was informed that the aquatic part
had already begun, but draining the pond would probably begin in March.
Commissioner Alexander asked about the seepage and whether the water was really
being ‘lost’. Ms. Simms informed him that she did not know how long it took for the
water to reach the aquifer and then be re-pumped again, and that some is lost to
evaporation. There were no more questions.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC: The following persons addressed the Commission:

Mr. Olen Warrick
Mr. Gary Moeller



Mr. John Cance

Mr. Joe La Tourrette
Mr. David Wrench
Mr. Curt Larson

Two letters addressed to the commission in support of the Tucson Estates Area Trails Plan
were received from Ms. Sue Clark, President of Pima Trails Association and Mr. Jerry Boettcher,
President of Southern Arizona Parks and Trails Association.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEM(S): Update on Colossal Cave Mountain Park (Diane Frisch, A&T)

ADJOURNMENT: As there was no further business to come before the commission, duly
motioned and seconded, the meeting adjourned at 10:32 a.m.






OPERATIONS DIVISION

Ron Odell-Divizion Manager

Steve Daigle - Aszistant Division Manager

Tom Burklow - Assistant Divizion Manager

ZONE 1 ZONE 3 ZONE 5 ZONE 2 ZONE 4 ZONE 6
Shane KEyzer-TMS Roland Duarie-THMS3 Travis Frasier-TMS Chris Doak-TMS Reuben McClain-THMS Juan Ponce-THMS
Ann Day/NW YMCA Arroyo Chico Augie Acuna/Los Ninos Canoa Preserve Brandi Fenton Caszas Adobes
Arthur Paclk/Tortolita Branding Iron Esmond Station Centro del Sur CC George Mehl/Foothills Children’s Memoral
CDO River Park Ebcnee Moody/Cardinal Harnson Greenway Continental CC Rillito Curtis
Catalina Diversion Channel [East) Julian Wash Diversion Channel [West] Rillite River Park B3 Dan Felix
Christina-Taylor Green Drexel Heights CC McDonald Downtown Rillito River Park R4 ETEW CC
Coronade [IGA] Lawrence Pantano-North Pazeo de Iglesias Rillite: River Park RS Flowing Wells
Cortaro Bozque Manzanita Pantanc-South Santa Cruz River Park Swan Wetlands Ecry Lacs BMX
Denny Dunn Manzanita Greenway Thomas Jay/Littletown [Grant-to 3t Mary's] Wash-Alamo Meadowhrook
Linda Vista Mission Ridge Santa Cruz River Park NRPR Administration
Richardson Picture Rocks [Mission] Priclkly Park
Rillito Vista Robles Ranch CC Santa Cruz River Park Rillito River Park R1
Santa Cruz River Park Star Valley [South] Rillito River Park R2
[Grant-to-Ina] Vesey Summit Wash-Pima
Sunset Polnte Veterans/Three Points Wash-Roller Coaster
Ted Walker Wildwood
Projects:

¢ Catalina Community Center Parking lot
¢ Lawrence Park — Fence on fields #1 and #2

¢ Denny Dunn Park playground

e Arthur Pack Park - Field #3 infield makeover

The Loop:

¢ RFCD - Pavement preservation to approximately 20 miles of the CDO, Pantano, [Ril]ito and Santa

Cruz

¢ Pavement inspection in October

¢ GIS mapping
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Projects:
¢ Catalina Community Center Parking lot
Lawrence Park — Fence on fields #1 and #2

&
¢ Denny Dunn Park playground
¢ Arthur Pack Park - Field #3 infield makeover
















The Loop:

¢ RFCD - Pavement preservation to approximately 20 miles of the CDO, Pantano, IRil]ito and Santa
Cruz

¢ Pavement inspection in October
e GIS mapping




AGUA CALIENTE PARK




POND 1 RESTORATION PROJECT

PURPOSE AND NEED

 Water Conservation — reduce groundwater pumping
» Wildlife Habitat - manage water depths & vegetation

 Restore Historic Views



POND 1 RESTORATION PROJECT

ACTIONS

« Manage Aquatic Species

 Drain Pond




POND 1 RESTORATION PROJECT

RESULTS

e Significant reduction in groundwater use
from over 14 million gallons lost annually to
under 500,000 gallons lost annually

* Woater depths increase from 4-6 ft max

to 6-10 ft max, resulting in increased aquatic
habitat diversity, reduction in cattail spread,
and more open water

* Restoration of historic Catalina Mtn views
and replacement of footbridge to island






AGUA CALIENTE PARK
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