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PIMA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Richard Elías, Chairman • District 5

Ally Miller • District 1
Ramón Valadez • District 2
Sharon Bronson • District 3

Raymond J. Carroll • District 4

PIMA COUNTY ADMINISTRATION
C.H. Huckelberry • County Administrator

John Bernal • Deputy County Administrator for Public Works

PIMA COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS AND RECREATION
Rafael Payan, Director

Pima County
Natural Resources,
Parks and Recreation
3500 West River Road
Tucson, AZ 85741
520-877-6000
www.pima.gov/nrpr

Bring Your Group to a 
Pima County Park

These guided tours are offered in several Pima County 
parks. The distance and duration of the walking tours 
can be adjusted to best suit your group. 

HISTORICAL TOUR OF AGUA CALIENTE PARK 
Enjoy a guided walking tour of the historic buildings 
and plantings to understand how the year-round 
presence of water from the spring influenced the 
ranching and farming activities on the property, and 
how past residents changed the landscape. 

BIRDING WALK AT AGUA CALIENTE PARK
Take a casual stroll through the park and spot wetland 
birds, cardinals, thrashers, hummingbirds, songbirds, 
and raptors nestled among the mesquites and palms. 
Discover why Agua Caliente Park is considered one of 
the premier birding spots in the Tucson area. Binoculars 
are available for use during the walk or bring your own. 

NATURE WALK AT FELIZ PASEOS PARK
Enjoy a naturalist-guided tour through Feliz Paseos 
Park in the foothills of the Tucson Mountains. The 
densely vegetated washes and saguaro-studded 
hillsides offer some of the best wildlife viewing in the 
Tucson area. The park’s paved and gravel paths are 
wheelchair accessible.

Tour of HISTORIC Hacienda de la Canoa
Hacienda de la Canoa at the Raúl M. Grijalva Canoa 
Ranch Conservation Park is located south of Green 
Valley and has just been opened for public tours.
Experience a walking tour of the ranch headquarters 
to gain insights into the fascinating stories of the 
people that lived and worked on the ranch. Visit the 
historic ranch buildings and corrals and enjoy scenic 
views of the Santa Cruz River Valley. To schedule a tour 
at Historic Hacienda de la Canoa call 520-877-6004 or 
email CanoaRanch@pima.gov.



Environmental Education • 520-615-7855 • eeducation@pima.gov • www.pima.gov/nrpr

The following programs are for groups of 10 to 50 people and are tailored for ages 18 and
up. Experience the rich history and diversity of plants and animals at Agua Caliente Park and 
Raúl M. Grijalva Canoa Ranch Conservation Park, or enjoy a guided walk in the foothills of the 
Tucson Mountains at Feliz Paseos Park. If bringing your group out to the park is a challenge, 
Pima County educators are available to come to your group’s meeting place to make a 
presentation on a variety of engaging topics. All programs are free and last 45-60 minutes.

BRINGING NATURE TO YOUR GROUP

These activities require an indoor space for digital 
slide presentations. All programs welcome active 
participation and include interactive elements. 

GARDENING FOR BIRDS AND BUTTERFLIES
Create your own pollination garden to attract birds 
and butterflies by understanding their needs for food, 
water, and space. Learn how to incorporate native and 
arid-adapted plants into your landscape to provide 
attractive wildlife friendly habitat. 

LIVING WITH URBAN WILDLIFE
Learn about our resident wildlife, their habitat needs, 
and why they may be attracted to your yard. We’ll also 
discuss ways to design and manage your personal 
property to benefit both you and wildlife, and practical 
tips on how to discourage wildlife that may become a 
nuisance or pose a risk to you and your family. 

CACTI OF THE DESERT SOUTHWEST
Discover the enormous variety of cacti that are found 
in our region and enjoy images of their colorful flowers. 
Learn about pollination strategies, general ecology, 
and traditional uses of local cacti.

WILDLIFE OF THE SONORAN DESERT 
Wildlife that inhabit the Sonoran Desert have 
specialized adaptations that allow them to thrive in 
harsh conditions. From roadrunners, to regal horned 

lizards, and round-tailed ground squirrels, we explore 
how animals are adapted to life in the Sonoran Desert.

ALL ABOUT SAGUAROS 
Learn about the ecology and traditional uses of our 
most iconic desert plant, the saguaro cactus.  We 
discuss the importance of saguaro as nesting habitat 
for birds and traditional uses by the Tohono O’odham, 
and learn about the growth rates, flowering and 
fruiting cycles.

THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF BATS
Explore the exciting night life of bats, their intriguing 
adaptations, and the important roles they play in the 
environment. We also discuss current threats to bat 
populations. 

DESERT WILDFLOWERS
Springtime in the desert is a time to enjoy the beauty, 
color, and rich variety of local wildflowers. Learn about 
our abundant annual and perennial wildflowers during 
an engaging and colorful digital slide presentation.

VENOMOUS AND POISONOUS ANIMALS OF 
ARIZONA
Learn about the biology and adaptations of some of 
Arizona’s amazing creatures including rattlesnakes, 
scorpions, and Gila monsters.

MOUNTAIN WILDFLOWERS
Take a virtual tour to high elevations in Arizona to 
discover the abundant late summer wildflowers 
responding to moist conditions in local mountain 
ranges. Columbine, larkspur, paintbrush, penstemon, 
skyrocket, and many other species can be found at this 
time of year. 

ANIMAL ATTRACTION AND THE MATING GAME
Attracting mates is an important part of life in the 
animal world. During a digital slide presentation we 
explore how animals use scent, sound, color, and 
impressive displays to catch the attention of potential 
mates. 

BUFFELGRASS IN THE SONORAN DESERT
Learn why the spread of buffelgrass is a threat to our 
desert and urban communities, and find out how 
you can join the effort to help manage, control, and 
eradicate this aggressive, non-native grass.

CLIMATE CHANGE: PUT IN PERSPECTIVE 
We examine some of the most compelling, peer-
reviewed climate data and look at some climate 
changes that have already been observed. We discuss 
anticipated future changes on a global and local level, 
including southern Arizona and the Sonoran Desert.


