
 Minutes of the Fort Lowell Restoration Advisory Committee Meeting 

5230 E. Fort Lowell Road, Tucson, Arizona 85712 

October 14, 2009, 5:00 P.M. 

1. Call to Order at 5:08pm. 

Meeting called to order at 5:08 p.m. Those in attendance were: 

Larry Hecker (Committee Chair) 

Elaine Hill (Committee Member) 

Peggy Sackheim (Committee Member) 

David Yubeta (Committee Member) 

Lynne Birkinbine (City of Tucson) 

Midge Irwin (City of Tucson) 

Simon Herbert (Pima County) 

Loy Neff (Pima County) 

Courtney Rose (Pima County) 

Bill Anderson (OFLNA) 

R. G. Cooke (Southern Tucson P & Z) 

Barry Spicer (Resident) 

Loomis R. Carleton (Parade Ground) 

Tamiyo Morishita (Resident) 

 

2. (Action) Review of Meeting minutes: September 30 meeting  

David Yubeta moved to approve the minutes of the September 30 meeting. Peggy Sackheim 

seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Work Plan: Project Status Reports. 

a. COT, Project Status Updates 

i. Lynne Birkinbine stated that the Mayor and Council schedule for review and approval of 

Master Plan and Preservation Plan is still planned for October 27
th

. 



ii. On the EPA Grant Environmental Clean Up Project, Lynne reported that she is still 

working with scheduling of the project and funding of the grant. 

b. County, Project Status Updates 

i. Simon Herbert updated the Committee on the status of the SHPO consultation. The 

County has received SHPO concurrence on the Master Plan and the Preservation 

Plan is currently under the SHPO review (30-45 days). 

ii. Simon led discussion on the Master Plan and Preservation Plan review and approval 

schedule and presented the updated flow chart to the Committee. The Preservation 

Plan was approved unanimously by the Tucson-Pima County Historical Commission.    

David Yubeta asked what the demolition (as shown on the flow chart) would entail. 

Simon responded that the proposed demolition items are listed on page 60 of the 

Preservation Plan (e.g., Atkins Steel shed, Roller Trench, Slab on grade, the 

deteriorated McGor House, Windmill tower base, Concrete silo, etc.). Lynne 

mentioned that the demolition will help the COT clean-up effort because 

contaminants likely exist under and around buildings, which is visible in the stained 

soil. Simon reminded the Committee that approvals and permits would be acquired 

prior to demolition. Loy added that there will also be SHPO consultation on the 

proposed demolitions. Simon stated the need to thoroughly document buildings 

proposed for demolitions and possibly save parts of Atkins building for display in 

museum. A Plan that includes treatment, demolition, consultation, and monitoring 

will be developed. David Yubeta asked if the funding was in place and Simon 

responded that the work would be funded by Bond monies. 

 

iii. In other County updates, Loy mentioned that Linda Mayro has initiated conversation 

with County Administrator to write a letter requesting the Committee to continue in an 

advisory role, as discussed in last month’s meeting. 

 

c. For Poster Frost Associates Updates, Simon mentioned that Corky Poster was at the Tucson-

Pima County Historical Commission meeting that same day and gave the presentation on 

the Preservation Plan which was subsequently approved. The Commission will write and 

submit a letter of support.  

 

4. New business 

Lynne reported on the environmental cleanup project, which includes the soil remediation & 

archaeological treatment plan. COT is waiting for a cost estimate for the treatment plan from 

the Consultant. 



 

5. Call to the public. Larry asked members of the public present if they had any questions or 

comments.  

Loomis Carleton (Parade Ground) stated that this was the second meeting she has attended and 

that she would like to be provided with literature on the present state of the project.  Larry 

responded by mentioning that information on the project can be accessed on the website. Loy 

added that, at present, no hard copies of Master and Preservation Plans are available but that 

they will be posted on website once finalized. Loomis mentioned that she would prefer to speak 

with someone over the phone about the project rather than by email and Loy provided her with 

information on the website, the map, and his business card.  

 

6. Loy asked Committee to provide a date for the next meeting. 

 

In other updates, Lynne brought up discussion on possible time conflicts for the COT and 

Historic Zone Advisory Board meetings scheduled for October 27 as staff would need to be 

present at both meetings. Loy suggested that Corky be asked as to whether he could attend 

both meetings that day. Lynne also suggested that the Historic Zone Advisory Board meeting 

could be changed to October 20
th

. The Fort Lowell Neighborhood Association is scheduled to 

meet November 9
th

.  County BOS scheduled for November 3
rd

.  

 

Action: The next meeting is scheduled for Wed., November 18
th

.  Peggy made a motion to 

approve this action which was seconded by Elaine. The next meeting date was approved 

unanimously.  

 

7. Meeting Adjourned at 5:35pm 


