AGUA DULCE
THE SANTA CRUZ RIVER
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Decades ago water
flowed in the Santa Cruz River
and a true riparian area flourished
along the watercourse. Today,
Tucson has the opportunity
to recreate a portion of the
traditional Santa Cruz River basin.

Tucson’s Water Future is Secure
Our City has sufficient water resources for the
future – water to provide for our children, our
grandchildren, and for our anticipated growth.

The City of Tucson is studying a plan to introduce a
portion of the City’s reclaimed water discharge into
the downtown area. Agua Dulce – The Santa Cruz
River Heritage Project would create a regular flow of
water in the Santa Cruz River in the area south of 22nd
Street.
Construction of off-channel water features in the area
of Tucson Origins Heritage Park is also being studied
and discussed with potential collaborators.

The Potential Benefits of Agua Dulce
• Provides more efficient water management of our
reclaimed water resource.

• Restores an urban riparian area.
• Supports historic and cultural community projects
such as Mission Gardens.
• Sparks economic development, driving publicprivate investment, tourism, and housing
development.

Although
more studies,
research, and planning are
necessary, the concept of Agua
Dulce is feasible. Bringing water to this
area of the Santa Cruz has been discussed for
many years, but was never considered possible. Today
that has changed.

Tucson’s Reclaimed Water System has the
Capacity for this Project
For more than 30 years, Tucson Water has expanded
its reclaimed water system, providing irrigation water
to more than 900 golf courses, parks, schoolyards,
and street medians. All of the major users are
receiving reclaimed water and projections show
limited future growth in reclaimed users.
Agua Dulce would move some of the City’s reclaimed
water to an area where it provides multiple long term
benefits to the community.

There are three ways Tucson Water is committed to
a reliable supply of quality water:
• A strong commitment to conserving water and
using it efficiently, including increased use of
rainwater and stormwater.
• Planning for and expanding use of our renewable
water supplies.
• Storing water today for future use.

