
RESOLUTION 2017 - l2._ 

RESOLUTION OF THE PIMA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE THREATS OF CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND REAFFIRMING PIMA COUNTY'S COMMITMENTS TO 
CLIMATE PROTECTION, THE SUSTAINABLE ACTION PLAN FOR 

COUNTY OPERATIONS AND GREEN HOUSE GAS EMISSIONS AND 
WATER AND WASTE REDUCTION TARGETS FOR COUNTY 

SERVICES AND OPERATIONS 

The Board of Supervisors of Pima County, Arizona finds: 

1. Concentrations of the greenhouse gases carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide 

in the atmosphere have all increased since 1750;1 and 

2. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the leading international body for 

the assessment of climate change, has found with very high confidence that the rates 

of increase in these greenhouse gases over the past century are unprecedented,2 and 

3. August 2016 was the hottest August ever recorded (following 2014 and 2015) making 

it the 11th straight month to break the previous monthly heat record, and it tied July 

2016 as the hottest month ever recorded; 3 and 

4. The Information Statement produced by the American Meteorological Society Council 

on August 20, 2012 concludes, "There is unequivocal evidence that Earth's lower 

atmosphere, ocean, and land surface are warming; sea level is rising; and snow cover, 

mountain glaciers, and Arctic sea ice are shrinking. The dominant cause of the 

warming since the 1950s is human activities. This scientific finding is based on a large 

and persuasive body of research. The observed warming will be irreversible for many 



years into the future, and even larger temperature increases will occur as greenhouse 

gases continue to accumulate in the atmosphere. Avoiding this future warming will 

require a large and rapid reduction in global greenhouse gas emissions. The ongoing 

warming will increase risks and stresses to human societies, economies, ecosystems, 

and wildlife through the 21st century and beyond, making it imperative that society 

respond to a changing climate.4 

5. Ninety-seven percent of global climate scientists agree that climate warming trends 

are very likely due to human activities;5 and 

6. Carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere have risen to 409 parts per million (PPM)6 

(from 320 PPM in 1965, the course of one human lifespan), which climate scientists 

agree is well beyond the safe operating space (350 PPM or below7) for humanity to 

avoid catastrophic and irreversible climate change;8 and 

7. Limiting climate change will require substantial and sustained reductions of 

greenhouse gas emissions;9 and 

8. International efforts to address climate change began in earnest with the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), a treaty which entered into 

force in 1994;10 and 



9. International efforts to implement the UNFCC have continued over the last 25 years 

with the 1997 Kyoto Protocol1 1 and most recently with the 2015 Paris Agreement, 

which has been signed by over 190 countries and calls for nationally-determined 

contributions toward the goal of limiting global temperature increases to 1.5° C above 

pre-industrial levels;12 and 

1 O. In 2007 the U.S. Supreme Court ruled the Environmental Protection Agency has the 

authority to regulate greenhouse gas emissions; 13 and 

11. In 2015, the U.S. government announced the Clean Power Plan, a new federal policy 

aimed at combatting climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions from US 

power stations and increasing the use of renewable energy and energy 

conservation;14 and Tucson Electric Power states in their 2017 Draft Integrated 

Resource Plan it "will continue to diversify its generation portfolio and reduce its 

significant reliance on coal by expanding cost-effective renewable resources, 

particularly solar. Our goal is to serve at least 30 percent of our retail load from 

renewable resources by 2030 - twice the level TEP must achieve by 2025 under 

Arizona's Renewable Energy Standard."15 

12. State governments have pursued their own policies aimed at reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions, including the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, a cooperative effort 

of nine northeastern and mid-Atlantic states to cap and reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions from power stations, 16 and California's groundbreaking 2016 legislation 



requiring all state agencies to take steps to reduce greenhouse gas pollution 40 

percent by 2030;17 and 

13. On January 28, 2016, the Pima Association of Governments' Regional Council 

approved Resolution 2016-7 which "commends the region and its jurisdictions for 

developing climate resilience strategies that safeguard transportation, water, energy, 

health, the environment, and food security in the region" and "encourages proactive 

regional collaboration on climate resilience activities through information sharing and 

combining resources that benefit our community, and in particular, address the needs 

of our vulnerable populations."18 

14. The U.S. Conference of Mayors issued a statement on Executive Order 13783: 

Promoting Energy Independence and Economic Growth, advocating the need to 

address climate change and support for the Paris agreement, to position the world's 

nations, including the United States, to be energy independent, self-reliant, and 

resilient. The Mayors further committed their cities to address climate change by 

investing in renewable energy, increasing the energy efficiency of buildings, 

addressing the water-energy nexus, and providing more energy-efficient 

transportation options. 19 

15. Pima County has a long-term history of taking action to preserve natural resources for 

current and future generations and is committed to sustainability; and 



16. Global climate change is one of the most significant threats facing the County and will 

affect the future social, environmental and economic well-being of its residents; and 

17. Recognizing the magnitude and severity of these impacts, as well as reducing County 

operating costs through increased energy efficiency, renewable energy production, 

green building standards, alternative fuel use, waste reduction, and green purchasing, 

the Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution 2007-84, which was the basis for the 

2008 and 2014 "Sustainable Action Plan for County Operations," setting targets for 

reduced greenhouse gas emissions. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Pima County Board of Supervisors: 

1. Supports the Paris Agreement's central aim, "to strengthen the global response to the 

threat of climate change by keeping a global temperature rise this century well below 

2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the 

temperature increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius. Additionally, the agreement 

aims to strengthen the ability of countries to deal with the impacts of climate change."20 

2. Affirms that climate change will increase stress on the County's rich diversity of plant 

and animal species, including those protected by the Sonoran Desert Conservation 

Plan. The County is incredibly fortunate to encompass portions of both the Sonoran 

Desert, the most biologically diverse desert in the United States that includes the 



greatest diversity of plants found anywhere in the world, and the Sky Island mountain 

region, considered a global biodiversity hotspot that is home to species found nowhere 

else. Prolonged drought, increased wildfires, and widespread tree death, which 

already have caused millions of dollars in economic losses, are projected to increase, 

forcing wholesale changes to desert, forest, and grassland ecosystems, landscapes, 

and the plant, animal, and human communities that depend on them. 21 

3. Affirms that climate change will affect tourism and recreation revenues through 

increased heat and lower air quality, reduced stream flow and shorter snow seasons.22 

4. Concludes that beyond the numerous social and environmental benefits accrued 

through participating in the Paris Agreement, additional opportunities to realize 

enormous economic benefits in the "next economy" revolving around clean energy 

technologies, sustainable food production, and energy and water efficiency to produce 

cost savings and new business growth is vital to our region. 

5. Finds that through aligning efforts with the Paris Agreement, Pima County will also 

avoid numerous costs associated with lower worker productivity and medical, social 

and behavioral health services from climate-related illnesses precipitated by 

worsening air quality, increased heat, greater exposure to harmful disease vectors 

and increased behavioral health stressors. 



6. Finds that human activities causing the release of greenhouse gases, including those 

by County operations, pose a threat to infrastructure, food production, human health 

and the economy. 

7. Authorizes and directs the County Administrator and staff to prioritize and align efforts 

with the Paris Agreement by convening a taskforce to identify which climate adaptation 

and mitigation needs should be given the highest operational priorities based on 

scientific evidence, community health and economic co-benefits through: 

a) Implementing the greenhouse gas and carbon and water intensity reduction 

targets and actions in the adopted 2014 Sustainable Action Plan for Pima County 

Operations (SAPCO) (Resolutions 2007-84 and 2014-63), which states, "Climate 

change is one of the greatest challenges facing society," in acknowledgement that 

human activities causing the release of greenhouse gases, including those by 

County operations, pose a threat to infrastructure, food production, human health 

and the economy. 

a) Implementing the climate adaptation and mitigation elements of the adopted Pima 

Prospers, the County's Comprehensive Plan (Resolution 2015-62), which states 

"Climate impact mitigation measures were created to address impacts on our 

unique desert environment and population" and that "sustaining healthy 

communities means addressing climate resiliency". 



b) Taking a leadership role in regional collaborative efforts to develop solutions and 

policy recommendations to address the Fourth National Climate Assessment's 

Southwest Chapter upcoming report findings (estimated delivery, December 

2017).23 

Passed, adopted and approved, this 6thday of June , 2017. 

qo..,vt:,,"\ ~i. '!JuN O 6 2017 
Sharon Bronson, Chair · 
Pima County Board of Supervisors 
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