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Table A-1.  Public Involvement Documents 

Date Document 

2/12/2007 Community Advisory Committee (CAC) formation Notice, Daily 
Territorial newspaper 

7/23/2007 Letter from the Carol Brichta, PCDOT to the CAC re meeting 

8/7/2007 CAC meeting agenda 

8/7/2007 CAC meeting summary 

8/7/2007 CAC meeting sign-in sheet 

8/7/2007 Project Features handout 

8/7/2007 Presentation of photos and maps of the project 

9/24/2007 Letter from Carol Brichta, PCDOT to the CAC re meeting 

10/2/2007 CAC meeting summary 

10/2/2007 CAC meeting agenda 

10/2/2007 Project information bookmark 

10/2/2007 CAC meeting sign-in sheet 

10/9/2007 CAC meeting agenda 

10/9/2007 CAC meeting summary 

10/9/2007 CAC meeting handouts 

11/23/2007 Letter from Carol Brichta, PCDOT to the CAC re meeting 

12/6/2007 CAC meeting agenda 

10/9/2007 CAC meeting summary 

12/6/2007 CAC meeting sign-in sheet 

12/6/2007 CAC meeting handouts 

12/6/2007 Letter from Dean Papajohn, PCDOT to the CAC re encouraging written 
submission of concerns to the County 

12/7/2007 PCDOT Interoffice Memorandum from Dean Papajohn to Priscilla Cornelio 
re CAC concerns about the project 

1/15/2008 Letter from CAC to the RTA and PCDOT re CAC/Project 

1/24/2008 Letter from Priscilla Cornelio, PCDOT to the CAC re 1/15/08 letter from 
CAC 

1/31/2008 Letter from the CAC to Prescilla Cornelio, PCDOT re 1/24/2008 letter from 
Priscilla Cornelio 

2/11/2008 Letter from Priscilla Cornelio, PCDOT to the CAC re 1/31/2008 letter from 
CAC  

2/2008 Meeting notices for 3/6/2008 Open House 

3/6/2008 Open House comment sheet 

3/6/2008 Open House sign-in sheet 
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Table A-1.  Public Involvement Documents 

Date Document 

3/6/2008 Open House project information handout 

3/6/2008 Open House meeting boards 

3/6/2008 Open House meeting summary 

3/6/2008 Open House comment forms from Bonny Bass and Chad Miller 

4/8/2008 Letters from Dean Papajohn replying to comments from the Open House:  

 

Tom Danelhy 
William Mattausch 
Svein and Carol Larsen 
Stephen Schweska 
Chad Miller 
Donald Williams 
Jay Van Echo 

 

Laura Steakman  
Terry and Patricia Plog 
Gloria King 
Robert Gaona 
Doris Chardukian 
Cheryl Carrig 
Celia Betancourt 

 

6/5/2008 Letter from Dean Papajohn to CAC re update on project activities  

7/10/2008 Letter from the Carol Brichta, PCDOT to the CAC re meeting 

7/24/2008 CAC meeting agenda 

8/4/2008 CAC meeting notice 

8/12/2008 CAC meeting agenda 

8/12/2008 CAC meeting summary  

8/12/2008 CAC meeting sign-in sheet  

9/2008 Meeting notice for 9/11/2008 Open House 

9/3/2008 Project questionnaire, letter and fact sheet 

9/11/2008  Open House meeting summary 

9/11/2008  Open House sign-in sheet 

9/11/2008 Open House comment summary 

9/11/2008 Open House meeting boards 

9/2008 Open House public comments  

9/18/2008 Letter from City of Tucson—Suntran re bus stops 

10/6/2008 Summary of Public Opinion Questionnaire of September 2008 

*** Main Street Business Assistance Program Information 
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Agenda 
 

Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting 
Tuesday, August 7, 2007 
6-7:30 p.m. 
Metro Water Conference Room 
 
La Cholla Boulevard: Ruthrauff Road to River Road 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions (Dean Papajohn & Rick Ellis) 
 

2. CAC Purpose (Carol Brichta) 
a. Role and Responsibility 
b. Pima County Ordinance  
c. Communications with the Project Team/Board of Supervisors 
d. Electing Chairperson 
e. EAMR/Comment Process/Recommendation Letter 

 
3. Project Overview (Dean Papajohn, Ted Buell, René Tanner) 

 
4. Future Meetings 

 
5. Questions/Open Discussion (All) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

La Cholla Boulevard: 
Ruthrauff Road to River Road 

Community Advisory Committee Meeting 

 

 

   
Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
Tuesday, August 7, 2007, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Metropolitan Domestic Water Improvement District Board Room 
 
CAC Members Present at Meeting: 
• Fred Bass 
• Ellen Clark 
• Jason Kai 
• Ann Girvin 
• Norma Metz 
• Robert Schwartz 
• Ellie Towne 
 
CAC Members Not in Attendance: 
• Humbert Arce 
• Carol Gawrychowski 
• Andy Hernandez 
• William Mattausch 
• Gretchen Ochoa 
• Kaye Swinford 
• Ian Stewart 
• Edythe Walther 
• Juergen Walther 
 
Attending from Project Team: 
• Pima County Department of Transportation: Carol Brichta, Rick Ellis, John McManus, Dean 

Papajohn 
• HDR Engineering: Larry Barela, Ted Buell, Scott Stapp, René Tanner  
• Gordley Design Group: Barb Alley, Jan Gordley, Arizeder Urreiztieta 

 
Materials Distributed: 
• Agenda 
• Fact Sheet 
• Binder for CAC members 

o Welcome Letter 
o Project Features 
o Project Area Maps 
o Pima County Community Participation and Mitigation Ordinance 

 
Dean Papajohn, Pima County Department of Transportation (PCDOT) Project Manager, welcomed the 
Community Advisory Committee (CAC) members to their first meeting. Dean mentioned that there 
would be presentations from Rick Ellis, PCDOT Engineering Division Manager; Ted Buell, HDR 
Engineering Project Manager and René Tanner, HDR Engineering Project Scientist. Dean spent a few 



minutes introducing himself to the group and what his role would be throughout this project. All of the 
project team members then introduced themselves and the committee members followed suit. 
 
Dean began his portion of the presentation by telling the members that the essence of this project will be 
to “enhance life for people in Pima County.” Dean stated that roads build community and by community 
he meant getting to homes, schools, hospitals, shopping, friends, family and work. The CAC meetings 
are intended to analyze and discuss issues throughout the project and for the members to not only be the 
eyes and ears for the community, but to also educate those located in the project area to become more 
informed citizens. 
 
Dean stated that the agenda for the meeting consisted of introductions, a brief presentation on how a 
CAC operates, an overview of the project, and receiving comments from the members. 
 
Dean introduced Rick Ellis, PCDOT Engineering Division Manager. Rick started out thanking the 
members for their commitment to this project. He stated there would be a lot of work and a lot of value 
with some key elements to come. Rick said there are three roles for the CAC on this project and wanted 
the members to know what to expect. First of all, the project team would be looking for feedback, real-
life observations, and would be hearing from the CAC members about what is going on out in the 
community affected by the project. Secondly, the members were chosen because of the different 
interests they represent, from homeowners to business owners to community groups, and the project 
team would be looking for those perspectives. And third, Rick said this group needed to be advocates – 
allies to the project out in the community. He reiterated Dean’s comment regarding educating the public 
and portraying a positive attitude. 
 
Rick turned the floor back to Dean who introduced Carol Brichta, from PCDOT Community Relations.  
Carol gave a brief overview of what the CAC members would be responsible for during their time on the 
committee. Carol first went over what each member would find in his or her notebook. She went on to 
explain: 1) Each member needs to provide Pima County with feedback from the community; 2) CAC 
members would be responsible for preparing a collaborative letter hopefully of acceptance of the project 
that will accompany an Environmental Assessment and Mitigation Report (EAMR) to the Board of 
Supervisors for approval; 3) Carol referenced the Pima County Participation and Mitigation Ordinance 
that was in each member’s notebook. She stated that each member should take time to read through this 
document so that they would fully understand his or her role as a part of this committee. Carol also 
wanted the members to know that they would also have the opportunity to comment on the artwork that 
would be a part of the project.  
 
Carol described how each member was chosen. People within the project area were mailed an 
application. A notice was also in the newspaper. From the signed applications, Dean and Carol plotted 
each applicant on a map, and then members were chosen in a way that assured that different areas of the 
project would be represented.  
 
Carol said that is was important that all CAC members read page eight of the Ordinance. This page 
outlines what the CAC members are responsible to cover during their time on the committee. Carol also 
stated that although only eight meetings will be scheduled, there would be the possibility of the group 
meeting on their own when necessary. She also said that it was important for the group to choose a 
chairperson or co-chairpersons for this committee. It will become more important when the members 
start to write the letter that will go to the Board of Supervisors.   
 



Carol stated that the next CAC meeting would be in about a month. The CAC members and the public 
would be notified about the date, time and place when that information becomes available. The 
suggestion was made that future meetings be held at the new Community Center that will open 
September 15, 2007.  It is closer to the project area and one CAC member thought there might be more 
community involvement if the meetings were in a more central location.   
 
Carol concluded by emphasizing how community outreach is extremely important to this project. 
 
A question was asked about how soon the meeting summary would be ready to review. Barb Alley, 
Public Involvement Coordinator for Gordley Design Group, stated that she would start putting them 
together and they should be up and on the Web site in approximately two weeks. Carol also stated that 
the Web site was on the bookmark included in their binders. The members would be able to view not 
only information on this project, but they could get information on all Pima County projects.  
 
A member asked how to give information out to neighbors. Carol stated that the member could make 
copies of what was passed out at the meetings to distribute or to point residents to the County Web site, 
which will have additional information for interested parties. 
 
Dean introduced Ted Buell, Project Manager for HDR Engineering, to start the PowerPoint presentation 
that would take the members down La Cholla Boulevard for a project overview. 
 
Ted started out by informing the group that La Cholla Boulevard between Ruthrauff Road and River 
Road would be widened from the two existing lanes to six lanes. Other project features: 
• Total length of the project will be 1 1/2 miles with .7 of those miles being on La Cholla 

Boulevard and the rest would be intersection work at Ruthrauff Road and Curtis Road 
• Bike lanes (6 feet wide), also referred to as “multiuse lanes” 
• Close coordination with Sun Tran regarding the bus stops in the project area 
• Drainage issues will be addressed at the Rillito River 
• Storm drains will be addressed where La Cholla Boulevard meets the Rillito River (built in 

1984) 
• Ponding problems will be addressed  
 
Dean spoke on available right-of-way (ROW) on La Cholla Boulevard. There is a 150-foot ROW; 75 
feet on each side of the center line of the street. There is a mixture of residential and commercial 
properties in the area and the goal of the project is to make sure there is safe access into and out of these 
areas. Dean also touched on the fact that there will be landscaping in the project area. The decisions on 
what type of landscaping that would be needed would have to wait until it is decided on how the 
configuration of the roadway will unfold. 
 
Dean also discussed utilities. He asked the group what utilities they thought were in the project area.  
Dean furthered the discussion by stating that multiple utilities were in the area; sewer, electric, gas, 
water, cable, etc. Dean also told the group that there is a gas regulator station in the area. Ideally, this 
should not be a problem, but if it should become an issue, Southwest Gas can only work on one 
regulator station at a time, and they are currently working on a station in Marana. The next one is 
scheduled for an area south of the project in Tucson. If work needed to be done on this station, 
Southwest Gas’ schedule would have to be accommodated. Again, this is not anticipated work at this 
time, although it could become an issue in the future. 
 



Ted introduced René Tanner, Environmental Planner for HDR, to give a short report on the status of the 
environmental findings. René stated that one of the tasks of the CAC members would be to review 
cultural resources as a part of the EAMR. During the research of the project area, there were two cultural 
sites identified. The next step would be to determine if those sites were within the project limits.  Desert 
Archeology will be surveying the property in order to make that determination for the project team and 
advise them accordingly. They will also be looking at biological resources, endangered species and 
wildlife. René informed the group that no bats were located under the bridge, as the current structure 
was not built in a way so as to support bat colonies. There were swallow nests found, but they were not 
active and they were deteriorating; however, they will continue to be monitored. 
 
René also told the CAC members that there were a couple of old landfills in the area. They were 
currently looking at historic photos and documents to see what the limits are, and that would take some 
further investigation. There would also be soil testing done at the intersection of Ruthrauff Road and La 
Cholla Boulevard since there are some gas stations in the area. Noise level is another area that will be 
monitored and studied. The monitors used by HDR Engineering are calibrated each year to ensure their 
accuracy. HDR Engineering uses the Traffic Noise Model, which was developed by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), to assess levels of noise in an area.  
 
Ted talked about the Rillito River Bridge. This bridge was built in 1980 and is a four-span bridge.  The 
design of bridges was changed in 1983 to include drill shaft foundations, which are deeper and more 
robust. Ted showed a rendering of what the bridge may look like. It would have three lanes in each 
direction along with a sidewalk and bike lanes on both sides. Ted also mentioned that it is possible to 
build the bridge one side at a time so that the bridge would remain open to traffic during construction. 
 
Dean took a few minutes to talk to the members about the public art that will be present along the 
project area. The ideas are wide open at this point and there is nothing to present to the group today. An 
invitation was sent to members of the Tucson Pima Arts Council (TPAC), to apply for the artist position 
on this project, and the team received more than 60 applications. The list was cut to three finalists by a 
panel of citizens in which CAC member Ellie Towne was a part of.  The person chosen was Vicki Scuri.  
Vicki had done other art along La Cholla Boulevard, but she was chosen because of the variety of 
experience she has in this area and professionalism she would bring to this project. Vicki would have 
one percent of the total budget of design and construction per Pima County policy to use for her art 
projects. Dean mentioned some areas that may include art along the project area; the bridge itself, the 
Rillito Park entrance, sidewalks, bus stops, etc. 
 
Dean again mentioned the ongoing data collection and activities that have already begun on this project.  
Aerial photos have been taken of La Cholla Boulevard in its current state. There have also already been 
survey crews taking a look at the utilities and checking records.  Pima County’s Real Property division 
has already contacted residents and businesses with Right of Entry letters so that surveys could be made.  
Traffic engineers are already surveying the traffic flow and the noise levels will be measured once 
school is back in session. 
 
Dean concluded the presentation portion of the meeting by stating that the design phase of this project 
will take a minimum of two years. It takes time to look at and resolve all the issues that will arise during 
the planning stage of the widening project improving La Cholla Boulevard between Ruthrauff Road and 
River Road. He pointed out that in the early fall of 2007 the team should have the Design Concept 
Report (DCR) and the EAMR ready for the CAC members to review. Once the committee reviews those 
documents, they will go to the Board of Supervisors for approval and upon approval the team can then 
go into the design phase of the project.  



 
The floor at that time was opened up to questions and comments: 
 
Ellie Towne: Concern about heading south on La Cholla Boulevard and making a right-hand turn onto 
Curtis Road; when vehicles are in the right-hand turn lane, there will be some cars that will go around 
them to turn in front of them:  Dean said that traffic engineers are studying intersections and any 
problems they currently are experiencing. 
 
Fred Bass: Concern about how close the new road will come to the houses in that area; also a concern 
about the safety of the middle-school kids who walk to and from school; cars do not always yield to the 
children, and often speed in the school zone. Dean reiterated that the traffic engineers would be 
surveying that area.  One suggestion was that a median be put at the school crossing so that kids would 
have a place to stop if unable to make it all way across the new lanes on La Cholla Boulevard. 
 
Jason Kai: Concern about how to access homes that are in the path of the widening project. He stated 
that on La Cañada Drive, those residents were given access to their homes from a street behind the main 
street. Dean talked about some of the options of what the widening may look like from narrowing the 
median to only putting a sidewalk on one side of the street. There are many alternatives to look at during 
this design phase to come up with the best one that would meet the needs of everyone involved. This 
may involve acquiring properties, building a frontage road for safe home and business access, etc. 
 
Norma Metz: Concern about her home specifically. She is on the corner of La Cholla Boulevard and 
Curtis Road. Her concern was the amount of property the County would have to take in order to widen 
this stretch of road, leaving her home dangerously close to the busy intersection. She also referred to 
how difficult is was for her to get to and from her home turning from La Cholla Boulevard in a safe 
manner. Dean commented about how wide the intersection would be once four more lanes and turn 
lanes were added. 
 
Robert Schwartz: Concerns about drainage problems.  He has major problems on his own property on 
La Cholla Boulevard north of River Road with the vertical road profile that the County contractor did 
not build according to the plans has caused major issues on his own property. Dean said that that side of 
the road would have to be examined to determine what occurred. 
 
Jason Kai: Concern about the additional three lanes in each direction causing back-ups due to the trains 
crossing Ruthrauff Road. Dean said the County is aware of the bottleneck in that area and they are 
taking the improvements one step at a time. Ruthrauff Road is on the long-range plan for improvements 
as well. 
 
There was some discussion about how property might be acquired along the project area. It was stated 
that different options would be investigated, and the county would make sure if they needed to purchase 
property, it would be a fair transaction for all parties involved.   
 
Dean adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. letting the group know that the team would honor and respect 
the time of the group. He concluded with the opening statement: that the goal of this project is to: 
“enhance life for the people in Pima County.” 
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Roadway 
• It is anticipated that La Cholla Boulevard will be widened from two lanes to six lanes between Ruthrauff Road 

and River Road. 
• Additional turn lanes will be added at Ruthrauff. 
• Approximately 6-foot multiuse lanes than can be used by bicycles will be added in each direction along with 

sidewalks. 
• The project team will work with SunTran to determine bus stop locations. 
• Total length of project is approximately 1.5 miles including tapers required along and south of Ruthrauff. 
• New Aerial Photogrammetry and field topography has been prepared. 
• An alignment study is being prepared to determine the new roadway location.  
• A Traffic Report is being prepared to determine future traffic needs, lane configurations, median opening 

locations and turn-bay requirements. 
• Design Concept Report (DCR) Report will summarize the following discipline reports:  Drainage; Traffic; and 

Bridge Structure Selection Report. 
• Roadway design will follow December 2003 PCDOT Roadway Design Manual (RDM). 
 
 
Drainage 
• The most prominent drainage feature is the Rillito River which crosses La Cholla about 800 feet south of River 

Road.  HDR will model the river using Pima County's HEC-RAS model. 
• A 404 Clean Water Act Section Permit from the USACOE will likely be required.  Not sure if it will be a 

nationwide permit or an individual permit. 
• A major storm drain was installed in La Cholla Blvd from Ruthrauff to the Rillito River in 1984.  It outfalls into 

the river on the southwest side of the bridge.  The outfall may need to be re-built to accommodate the lowering of 
the pedestrian path if it is determined to be needed to provide clearance under the new bridge. 

• The subdivisions to the east are drained with grated catch basins across the roadways at the intersections with La 
Cholla. 

• There are two ponding/flooding problems on La Cholla at Noreen Street and Calle Narcisco.  Both of these 
problems will be fixed with this project. 

• The open channel along the west side of La Cholla north of Curtis will be investigated and possibly replaced with 
a box or pipe culver. 

 
 
Right of Way  
• Most of the corridor has 150’ of right-of-way…existing right-of-way plans are being prepared.   
• It will be tight to fit 6 lanes into the 150' right-of-way.  We will look at design alternatives. 
• Most of the native plants have been removed from the right of way over the years.  
• Many property owners have been utilizing the right of way for car and truck parking, which will need to change 

with the new roadway.  
 
 
Utilities  
• Utility base maps will be compiled from survey/as-builts, and then confirmed with franchises.  Existing utilities 

are Pima County Wastewater, Xspedius Communications, Southwest Gas, Tucson Electric Power, Tucson Water, 
Qwest, Comcast, SDT, and Metro Water. 
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La Cholla Boulevard Utilities: 
• 6" and 12" water 
• 8" and 10" sanitary sewer 
• 4" gas (crosses upstream of the Rillito River Bridge) 
• Telephone (on bridge in 4" PVC) 
• Overhead electric (including 46 Kv on Steel Poles) 
 
Ruthrauff Road: 
• 8", 12" and 16" water 
• 15" sanitary sewer 
• 4" gas 
• Telephone 
• Cable T.V. 
 

 
Environmental/Public Involvement (Ted & Renee) 
• The Community Advisory Committee will review and provide input on the Environmental Assessment and 

Mitigation Report (EAMR).   
• Open Houses and Public Meetings will be held in accordance with Pima County requirements.  
• Environmental Assessment and Mitigation Report per County requirements; Environmental Assessment per 

federal requirements. 
• Environmental Discipline reports will include:  Cultural Resources; Biological Evaluation; Native Plant 

Preservation Plan; Noise Study and Hazardous Materials 
• USACOE Permit applications will be prepared. 
 
 
Rillito River Bridge  
• Existing bridge was built in 1980 and has been determined to be scour critical.  It will be removed. 
• It is expected that the new bridge will accommodate 6 lanes of traffic and will include a raised median, bike lanes 

and sidewalk. 
• Bridge will likely have three spans instead of four to avoid conflicts with the existing steel piles. 
 
 
Public Art  
• The Tucson Pima Arts Council has selected an artist to create public art to enhance the transportation 

improvements on this project.  
• It has yet to be determined what type of art will be developed. 
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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
Tuesday, Oct. 2, 2007, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
 
CAC Members Present at Meeting: 
• Humbert Arce 
• Fred Bass 
• Ellen Clark 
• Ann Girvin 
• Andy Hernandez 
• Norma Metz 
• Wayne Metz 
• Robert Schwartz 
• Ellie Towne 
 
CAC Members Not in Attendance: 
• Carol Gawrychowski 
• William Mattausch 
• Gretchen Ochoa 
• Kaye Swinford 
• Ian Stewart 
 
Attending from Project Team: 
• Pima County Department of Transportation (PCDOT): Carol Brichta, Rick Ellis, John McManus,  
      Dean Papajohn 
• HDR Engineering: Larry Barela, Bob Brittain, Ted Buell, René Tanner  
• Pima County District 3 Representative: Kiki Navarro 
• Regional Transportation Authority (RTA): Britton Dornquast 
• Gordley Design Group: Barb Alley, Jan Gordley 
 
 
Materials Distributed: 
• Agenda 
• La Cholla Boulelvard Project contact information bookmark  
• Map of Alternative E 
• CAC Member individual contact sheet  
• Binder for CAC members: 

o Welcome Letter 
o Project Features 
o Project Area Maps 
o Pima County Community Participation and Mitigation Ordinance 

 
 
 
 



Dean Papajohn, Project Manager, PCDOT, opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to the second 
CAC meeting. Dean made a brief statement about what was discussed at the previous CAC meeting and 
again stated to the group that this project is being done to “enhance life in Pima County.” The purpose of 
this meeting was to focus on the alignment and potential configuration of the roadway. Dean pointed out 
the rough draft of Alternative E that Bob Brittain, Design Engineer, HDR Engineering, would be 
presenting to the group. 
 
Dean asked everyone to introduce themselves to the group. He started with the design team, consultants, 
then CAC members.  
 
The first speaker was Carol Brichta, Community Relations Department, PCDOT. Carol briefly touched 
on the roles and responsibilities of the CAC members, and again, asked for someone to step forward to 
be chairperson. She stated that the chairperson or chairpersons would be the point of contact when it 
came time to write the letter summarizing their opinions regarding the Environmental Assessment and 
Mitigation Report (EAMR). Carol stated that it is helpful to have one person as the point of contact in 
this process and she would offer her assistance. Her presentation ended with no one volunteering for the 
open position. 
 
Dean gave a brief overview of the project. He stated there are many disciplines in the design of a 
roadway including but not limited to, traffic, landscaping, art and bridge design. Dean went on to talk 
about the five key criteria of this project. They are: 1) safety, 2) function, 3) right-of-way, 4) aesthetics, 
and 5) budget and schedule. They are described as follows: 
 
Safety: This includes drivers, pedestrians, buses and cyclists.  

a. Adequate timing for traffic flow and pedestrian crossings 
b. Sidewalks – safe passage for pedestrians 
c. Paved shoulder – safe riding for cyclists 
d. Driveway access – safe entrance and exit 

Options include: 
1. Dedicated lane for entrance and exit into driveways 
2. Frontage roads: Two-way frontage road on one side or one-way frontage roads on both 

sides 
e. Medians 
f. Bus pullouts 
g. Storage lanes – cueing up for turns 
h. Adequate sight distance 
i. Bridge safety 

 
Function: The operations of the project. 

a. Looking at traffic needs – current and future traffic patterns 
b. Turn movements off of La Cholla Boulevard onto cross streets 
c. Adequate lane width 
d. Accommodation of multiple users 
e. Median openings to access cross streets 
f. Frontage roads – reducing friction of vehicles entering the mainline 
g. Utilities – maintaining access to them 
h. Drainage 

 
Right-of-Way 



a. Limit property easements  
b. Limit property acquisitions – leave property owners where they are 

 
 
Aesthetics 

a. Landscape design (currently limited from River Road to Ruthrauff Road) 
b. Urban design/public art (will go into detail at future meeting) 
c. Bridge – modern design, clean lines 
d. Roadway profile– smooth design (rubberized asphalt – for noise control) 

 
Budget and Schedule – funded by the RTA and Pima County 

a. The public voted for the RTA La Cholla Boulevard project and its budget 
b. Limit acquisitions due to budget constraints 
c. Bridge – careful where placed – keep away from utilities 

 
Dean commented that the main goal of this meeting was to discuss alignment, roadway and planning. 
All the options need to be researched so that a balance can be found and the team can move forward 
according to the schedule. This is important in order for this project to stay on course and on its 
projected time line. 
 
Questions: 
 
Ellen Clark: With the occasional high water in the Rillito, is there a way to deepen the riverbed or 
elevate the bridge? 
Dean Papajohn: Those issues will be researched and addressed when the design is being done on the 
new bridge 
Ted Buell: The girders are one foot above the 100-year flood level currently; however, they will be 
looking into options when reconstructing the bridge. 
   
Ellen: There is a lot of debris in the riverbed. What can be done about that? 
Carol Brichta: That is a separate issue and an order can be placed with the county to have that area 
cleaned up. 
 
Ellen Clark: Is there anything planned for Curtis Road like bike lanes? 
Dean: Curtis Road is not a part of this project. 
 
Bob Brittain talked about Alternative E, which is the leading option for La Cholla Boulevard. He 
distributed a small version of the display map. Ann Girvin asked whether the traffic study had been done 
prior to the closing of the exit and entrance ramps on Interstate 10. Bob stated that the study is done 
mostly on projected traffic patterns into the year 2030. [Note: current traffic volumes were collected in 
Spring 2007 before school was out for the summer.] While current traffic patterns are observed, the 
overall study is over a 23-year period. Bob went into detail on what the map showed and the points are 
as follows: 

a. Lanes would be narrowed one foot from 12 feet to 11 feet – this still meets lane width standards 
b. The median has been reduced two feet from 20 feet to 18 feet from the County standard detail. 
c. There will be double left turn lanes at Ruthrauff Road – they would be as long as possible 
d. There will be left turn median openings at Jay Avenue and northbound Calle Narcisco 
e. Ruthrauff Road will need to be widened at the intersection 



f. South of Ruthrauff Road the lanes would be narrowed down to tie back in with the three lane 
section heading south 

g. Sidewalks would be included on both sides of the road through the entire project at a width of 
five feet 

A study will be done, if the time comes that cars cannot turn through traffic from the left turn bays onto 
cross streets, to see if a light is warranted.   
 
Fred Bass:  What about the bus stops? Will there be pullouts in order to get the buses out of traffic?  
Bob: Stated that it was not shown in these preliminary drawings to have pullouts; however he felt there 
was enough room to put them in. 
 
There was some discussion about just how close the sidewalks would come to resident’s front doors. 
[Note: There is approximately 25’ from the back of sidewalk to most front doors on the west side.] 
There was also discussion about the single, one-way frontage road. Residents would have to U-turn in 
order to get back to their homes. There was concern about the lack of visitor parking on La Cholla 
Boulevard on the frontage road, and there was also a comment about enhancing everyone’s life by this 
improvement project except the people who live along the project area. 
 
Dean stated that they will try to balance all the elements and that maybe a stake survey should be done 
for each resident to show the right-of-way so each resident can see where their property lines are and 
where the project would begin. [Note: pink whiskers were placed in the ground on the east and west side 
right-of-way lines on Oct. 8.] 
 
Ellie: Where will the center line of the roadway be?   
Bob: The center line will not change. The improvements will be added out from the original roadway’s 
center. 
Fred: What will happen to the noise level as the road moves closer to the houses? 
Rick Ellis: The roadway paving material will be rubberized asphalt to help reduce the noise in the area. 
 
Dean asked the CAC members to go around the table and make any comments they wanted so that each 
member had a chance to voice their concerns. 
 
Andy Hernandez: It sounds like a sound plan – some issues, but we are in the planning stage. There will 
need to be more discussions and there will be time to keep talking. 
 
Ellen: Since there will be two years prior to construction, there is time to discuss other options. 
Dean: They can study the alignment; however, the more time the process takes with the public, the 
further the project is pushed out, leading to increased costs. 
 
Norma: There is a two-year time frame before construction will begin on the roadway. 
 
Fred: I would like to see all the affected properties taken by the county so that the construction can take 
place without impacting anyone as described; however, I understand budget concerns. 
 
Ann: She has concerns about the current condition of the bridge. 
 
Fred: Asked about the total cost of the project. 
Dean: The total cost of construction is approximately 17 million dollars. The bridge will be made mainly 
of concrete, which is very expensive and has gone up in price since the original estimates. In order to 



purchase property in the project area, several million dollars would be needed around the order of 
magnitude of three to five million dollars. 
 
Humbert Arce: What is going in on the corner of La Cholla Boulevard and Ruthrauff Road? 
Dean: There is a WalMart Market store going in at that corner. 
 
Dean went over briefly what he heard the CAC members saying about the proposed Alternative E: 
positive reaction to additional lanes, wider bridge, turn lanes and lighting at intersections, sidewalk and 
bike lanes; concerns over proximity of residences that front La Cholla Boulevard. He stated that is was 
important for everyone to be on the same page during this process; the process is a collaboration 
between the County, consultants, and citizens. He thought it would be best for the members to meet back 
in a week or two. This would give the team a chance to discuss some possible changes and the CAC 
members will get a chance to see what their neighbors have to say about the proposed improvements. 
 
A meeting date of October 9, 2007 was agreed upon and Carol stated she would check on the 
availability of the room and notify everyone to confirm the date. 
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Agenda 
 

Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting 
Tuesday, October 2, 2007 
6-7:30 p.m. 
Pima County Department of Natural Resources Parks and Recreation 
 
La Cholla Boulevard: Ruthrauff Road to River Road 
 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions (Dean Papajohn)  6:00 pm to 6:10 pm 
 
 

2. CAC Participation(Carol Brichta)    6:10 pm  to 6:20 pm   
 
 

3. Design Criteria (Dean Papajohn)    6:20 pm  to 6:40 pm   
• Safety 
• Function 
• ROW 
• Aesthetics 
• Budget and Schedule 

 
 

4. Roadway Alignment (Bob Brittain)      6:40 pm to 7:00 pm 
 
 

5. Discussion (Dean Papajohn)     7:00 pm to 7:25 pm 
 
 

6. Future Meetings (Dean Papajohn)    7:25 pm to 7:30 pm  
• CAC 
• Open house 
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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting #3 
Tuesday, October 9, 2007 
6-7:30 p.m. 
Pima County Department of Natural Resources Parks and Recreation 
 

La Cholla Boulevard: Ruthrauff Road to River Road 
 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions (Dean Papajohn)  6:00 pm to 6:10 pm 
 
 

2. Project Update (Ted Buell)     6:10 pm  to 6:20 pm   
• Activities completed and on-going 
• Activities dependent on roadway alignment 

 
 

3. CAC Feedback from Neighbors (CAC, Dean Papajohn, Bob Brittain, Ted Buell)  
• Ordinance: 10.56.030 General Considerations and 10.56.220 CAC - Review  
• Design criteria: Safety, Function, ROW, Aesthetics, Budget and Schedule  
• Summarize design needs 
• Discussion        6:10 pm  to 6:55 pm   

 
 

4. Future Meetings (Dean Papajohn)    6:55 pm to 7:00 pm  
• CAC  
• Open house 
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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 2007, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
 
CAC Members Present at Meeting: 
• Humbert Arce 
• Fred Bass 
• Ann Girvin 
• Norma Metz 
• Wayne Metz 
• Ellie Towne 
 
CAC Members Not in Attendance: 
• Ellen Clark 
• Carol Gawrychowski 
• Andy Hernandez 
• Jason Kai 
• William Mattausch 
• Gretchen Ochoa 
• Kaye Swinford 
• Ian Stewart 
• Robert Schwartz 
 
Attending from Project Team: 
• Pima County Department of Transportation (PCDOT): Carol Brichta, Rick Ellis,  
      Dean Papajohn 
• Pima County Department of Public Works; Real Property: Greg Foster, Kelley Hall 
• HDR Engineering: Larry Barela, Bob Brittain, Ted Buell  
• Kimley-Horn and Associates: Mary Rodin 
• Gordley Design Group: Barb Alley, Jan Gordley 
 
 
Materials Distributed: 
• Agenda 
• Map with Alternative E 
• CAC Member individual contact sheet  
• Binder for CAC members: 

o Welcome Letter 
o Project Features 
o Project Area Maps 
o Pima County Community Participation and Mitigation Ordinance 

 
Dean Papajohn, Project Manager, PCDOT welcomed the CAC members and the public to the meeting. 
He stated that this meeting was being held as a follow-up to the previous week’s meeting and the format 



would be a round table discussion rather than a presentation. The team members, CAC members, and 
the public made introductions.  
 
Ted Buell, Project Manager, HDR Engineering, gave a brief update on the status of the project.  The 
following tasks have been completed or are in progress: 

• Mapping and surveys on adjacent properties along the project corridor  
• Testing for hazardous materials 
• Utility mapping 
• Traffic reports  
• Noise monitoring (monitoring the existing noise levels) 
• Roadway alignment study 
• Drainage  
• Bridge research  

Ted stated that a draft of the Design Concept Report (DCR) would include the information from these 
tasks.  
 
There are several activities dependent on roadway alignment according to Ted, and they are as follows, 
along with the timeframe that has been planned for these activities to take place: 

• Roadway alignment – as soon as possible 
• Open house to present the alignment to the public – about a month after an alignment has been 

identified 
• Environmental Assessment and Mitigation Report (EAMR) – drafted by February 2008 
• Soil testing for the bridge and roadway – targeted for February 2008  
• Roadway plans for design and elevation – end of 2009 or January 2010 

Dean stated that choosing an alignment is critical for this project to be able to move forward.  
 
Dean went on to talk about the positives that the team heard from CAC members at the Oct. 2, 2007 
meeting. He stated that he heard the CAC members liked proposed sidewalks, bus pullouts, turn lanes, 
median openings and bridge improvement. The area of concern seemed to be the approximate 1,000-foot 
stretch where homes are adjacent to the widening project. Dean stated he had wanted the CAC members 
to have time to think about the proposed alignment for a while and have a chance to talk with neighbors 
to get their input on Alignment E, the proposed alignment. 
 
Dean asked Carol to comment on the debris in the Rillito River that was a concern brought up by some 
CAC members from the previous meeting. Carol stated that she needed to know the specific area and the 
debris that needs to be cleaned up, and then she would contact the Pima County Flood Control District. 
They would send out a representative from their department to survey the area and put in a request for 
cleanup.  She asked that the CAC members approach her after the meeting, so that she could take down 
the information and start the process.  
 
Mary Rodin, Traffic Planner, Kimley-Horn and Associates, gave a brief report of the traffic study.  She 
stated that the report was based on traffic forecasts for the year 2030, which were obtained from the 
Pima Association of Governments (PAG). PAG does travel forecasting for the entire Tucson region. The 
PAG model, based on the Regional Transportation Plan (RTA), assumes that La Cholla Boulevard 
would become a major north/south parkway from Tangerine Road south to Interstate 10 (I-10). The I-10 
connection would be made using Ruthrauff Road. 
 



Dean pointed out that in the Community Participation and Mitigation Ordinance there is a section that 
states the project must follow the PAG model. The design team is doing its best to balance the 
guidelines set forth by PAG with the County and team’s ideas with input from CAC members.   
 
Questions were brought up regarding funding, and Dean stated that there were no additional funds for 
this project.  The 17 million dollars that was budgeted for this project is what the team has to work with. 
 
Dean also stated that he had pictures to pass around that showed the Right-Of-Way (ROW) lines staked 
by whiskers (a pink fuzzy on the top of a stake driven into the ground). Since the CAC members wanted 
to know exactly where the ROW lines were in relation to their property, the team felt the ROW being 
staked for the affected properties along the project area would be beneficial to the homeowners. 
 
Dean opened up the discussion to the CAC members for their comments, and then expressed the desire 
to hear comments from the public that came to share their thoughts and ideas. 
 
Fred Bass requested hearing the other options that were not presented. 
 
Bob Brittain, HDR Engineering, gave a brief overview of the alternatives that were not discussed at 
earlier meetings.  They are as follows: 
 
Alternative A: Buys the adjacent residential properties on the east side of the road, portions of some 
business properties and shifts the roadway to the east 
Pro – this option allows for a 30-foot wide two-way frontage road, potential noise wall and extra room 
on the west side of La Cholla Boulevard, and a 16-foot median  
Con – the cost to purchase these properties would involve an additional cost of 4.3 million dollars or 
more 
 
Alternative B: Buys the adjacent residential properties on the west side of the road and moves the 
roadway to the west 
Pro – same as option A – except the extra room would be on the east side of La Cholla Boulevard 
Con – the cost to purchase these properties would involve an additional cost of 3.6 million dollars or 
more. The number of properties needed to buy on this side would be less than on Alternative A. 
Also, this option would have to take the existing well and move it (It can only move within 500 feet of 
its existing site).  
 
Alternative C: Instead of a frontage road, this option would simply add an additional lane to the roadway 
for residents to turn directly in and out of their homes 
Pro – none 
Con – not considered a safe option if vehicles back out onto La Cholla 
 
Alternative D: Buys residences only on both sides that have driveways directly on La Cholla Boulevard 
and widens the road from its existing center line 
Pro – roadway centerline can remain in the center of the existing right-of-way  
Con – still expensive at a cost of 3.6 million dollars or more that is not in the budget 
 
Alternative F: Buys every other residential property in order to have room to put circular drives in at the 
homes that are left; this will allow for those residents to safely exit and enter their properties off La 
Cholla Boulevard without a frontage road 
Pro – safe access, reduces number of residences to purchase 



Con – additional budget still required; every other property would be County-owned; question remains 
as to who would maintain that property. 
 
Bob briefly went over Alternative E – Not purchasing any property. City of Tucson well site is not 
disturbed. This option provides adequate lane width of 11 feet and median width of 18 feet, one-lane 
frontage roads and allows for safe access to residences. 
 
Humbert Arce: Which alternative is more schedule-friendly? 
 
Bob stated that they all have their issues, so they all involve about the same time frame. Those 
alternatives that would require purchasing property could potentially take a little longer due to the 
acquisition process. 
 
Dean made the statement that the RTA’s plan was for a six-lane roadway, which was voted on, and the 
six lanes are what are needed for future growth in the area. He also said that acquisitions on this project 
were not possible due to the budget constraints. 
 
Some of the CAC members and others in attendance were concerned about the noise, reduced speed 
needed for six lanes of traffic and the safety of children playing in their front yards so close to the road, 
and the loss of parking; residents are currently using the street in front of their homes and that will no 
longer be available. The team stated that the noise would be buffered by the fact that the frontage road 
would be between the homes and the throughway. It was also stated that René Tanner, HDR 
Engineering, would be reporting at a future meeting on the noise study and the reduction of noise by 
using rubberized asphalt. 
 
The other concerns brought up by the CAC members had to do with the socioeconomic status of the 
residents in the project area. The CAC members feel that because they are at a lower income level than 
those on some of the other County projects, the decision makers at upper levels in the County are not 
hearing their concerns. The CAC members feel that the County set precedents because they have 
purchased homes throughout the County on other projects – but it was not provided for in the budget for 
this project. The CAC members are also concerned about the safety of children crossing La Cholla 
Boulevard from the middle school. 
 
Dean suggested that if the CAC members wish to communicate their concerns to others at a higher level 
in the County, they could draft a letter, outlining their concerns, which he could present to his superiors. 
The CAC members agreed that would be a good idea. 
 
The issues brought up by the public were as follows:   

• Why were they not told of these proposed plans?  The team stated that this project has been 
talked about for many years, has been of public record and had been voted on by the public. 

• The bridge was not widened as originally planned because funds were shifted to other projects. 
The team stated that the County is no longer operating in that manner, and funds allocated for a 
project will stay for that project and within the budget that was set forth. 

 
Fred Bass was chosen as the chairman for the CAC. The members decided to meet Monday, Oct. 15, 
2007 to draft their letter. 
 
Dean adjourned the meeting. 
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La Cholla Boulevard: Ruthrauff Road to River Road 
Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting 
Thursday Dec. 6, 2007 
6-7:30 p.m. 
Ellie Towne Community Center 
 
 
6:00 Welcome and Introductions  
 
6:10 Agenda and meeting format  
 
6:15 Committee and community concerns 

Previously stated 
Additional 
Prioritize 

 
6:45 Discussion regarding CAC concerns 
 
7:15 Project update 
 
7:20 Next Steps  

DCR and EAMR 
Public Involvement:  

Individuals  
CAC  
General Public  

 
7:30 Adjourn meeting 
 
Team will remain for individual questions 
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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
Thursday, Dec. 6, 2007 
6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
Ellie Towne Flowing Wells Community Center 
 
CAC Members Present at Meeting: 
• Fred Bass 
• Ellen Currey 
• Ann Girvin 
• Norma Metz 
• Wayne Metz 
• Ellie Towne 
 
CAC Members Not in Attendance: 
• Carol Gawrychowski 
• Andy Hernandez 
• Jason Kai 
• William Mattausch 
• Gretchen Ochoa 
• Kaye Swinford 
• Ian Stewart 
• Robert Schwartz 
 
Attending from Project Team: 
• Pima County Department of Transportation (PCDOT): Carol Brichta, Dean Papajohn 
• HDR Engineering: Larry Barela, Ted Buell, Bethy McGehee, Scott Stapp, René Tanner  
• Gordley Design Group: Barb Alley, Jan Gordley 
 
Attending from the public: 
• Timothy & Jamie Barrett 
• Bonny Bass 
• Marsha Brendlinger 
• James Brendlinger 
• Bill Erickson 
• Norman Franzen 
• Robert Gaona 
• Marvin Horn 
• Steve Schweska 
 
Materials Distributed: 
• Agenda 
• Fact Sheet 
• Travel Demand Volume Data for the project area 
• Meeting Minutes from 10/09/07 CAC Meeting 



 
Dean Papajohn, Project Manager, PCDOT, welcomed the CAC members and the public to the meeting. All who 
attended made introductions and Dean stated that the purpose of this CAC meeting was for the committee 
members to focus on the aspects of the project and the tasks that the CAC is charged with and responsible for.  
Dean told the group that the team members would stay after the meeting was adjourned in order to answer 
individual questions including those from members of the audience. Dean turned the meeting over to Jan Gordley, 
Gordley Design Group, to review the agenda and facilitate the meeting. 
 
Jan stated the purpose of her facilitating the meeting was so that Dean and the rest of the team could really focus 
on what the members were saying about the issues and concerns. Prior to the meeting, Jan had checked with Dean 
and Fred Bass, chair of the CAC, to see what their goals were for the meeting.  
 
In Jan’s discussion with Fred, she found that he had three concerns. Those concerns were traffic, noise and 
drainage. The team was prepared to give an update on those three areas, and to address other concerns the 
members had.  
 
Jan took this time to go over an exercise that would allow individuals, including the public, to participate and 
voice their concerns.  Categories of concerns were written on white paper and taped to the wall.  The categories 
chosen were based on discussion at the previous CAC meeting, namely: Safety, Noise, Access, Parking, Visual 
and Other. Each CAC member was given pink paper while the public received blue paper.  Each person was given 
the opportunity to write down their major concerns and tape them on the relevant white concerns paper. After that 
exercise was complete, the group was given three dots to put on the issues that were most important to the 
individual. Once this exercise was over, everyone took their seats and Jan went over the results.   
 
Jan asked Ted to speak a few minutes on lane width, which was a concern under safety. Ted Buell, Project 
Manager, HDR Engineering, stated that the width of the lanes met the requirements of the American Association 
of State Highway & Transportation Officials (AASHTO), which governs the design of the roadway. The lane 
width acceptable by AASHTO’s standards is 10-12 feet. In this project, the projected lane width would be 11 feet, 
which is within the guidelines. Fred’s issue with the 11-foot lane width relates to the large number of semi tractor-
trailers that travel La Cholla Boulevard and Fred feels the 11-foot lanes will be a safety issue.  Fred stated that he 
is aware of the budget constraints and voiced that this stretch of road needed to be built with the safety of drivers 
and pedestrians in mind. Fred also stated that this area should be widened to match what had been done farther 
north on La Cholla Boulevard in another widening project. Dean stated that the traffic projections for the year 
2030 suggested a pavement cross-section between four and six lanes. Because of this, a six-lane section provides 
extra space for vehicles resulting in less benefit for 12-foot lanes. La Cholla Boulevard north of River Road has 
10-foot wide paved shoulders for bikes. However, the County has learned that vehicles start driving in the 
shoulders or using it for turn lanes if the shoulders are that wide, which introduces conflicts between bicycle use 
and motorized vehicle use. The new bike lanes would be limited to five to six feet in order to avoid that problem 
in the future. At that point, Jan asked to move forward with some other concerns.  
 
Dean commented on safety and asked Ted to talk about a High-intensity Activated crossWalK (HAWK) crossing. 
This is a crossing signal that is activated when there is a pedestrian present.  They push a button that begins a 
yellow flashing light that turns to a red light so that a pedestrian can cross at the specified location. One of the 
guidelines for installing a HAWK crossing is 20 pedestrians per hour crossing the street during a peak time of 
day. Ted stated that to install a HAWK crossing is approximately $100,000 and if the volume of pedestrians is not 
what was anticipated, drivers will learn to ignore the crossing, causing another safety issue. Ellie Towne asked 
when a decision would be made about the crossing and Dean stated that would be determined after the roadway 
was built.  Ellie wondered how pedestrians would cross the street to get to the southbound bus stop. A study 
would be done to determine what would be best for that area; however, the team could also recommend what they 
feel would work best. Dean stated that no matter which roadway alignment is chosen for this project, pedestrians 
would have a safe place to cross the street at the signalized intersections. 
 



Scott Stapp, Environmental Manager, HDR, gave a brief overview of noise and how it is measured. He reviewed 
some basic noise concepts including dBA – decibels within the range of human hearing, Leq – average sound 
level and NAC – Noise Abatement Criteria. Scott stated that to require consideration of mitigation with sound 
barriers, the sound level must be above 66 dBA.  Scott explained that up to 66 dBA, people could hold a normal 
conversation without having to raise their voices. Once above that number, mitigation is generally sought to help 
reduce the noise level. There are three places where roadway noise comes from: tires hitting the pavement, engine 
noise and exhaust. Criteria for assessing noise mitigation includes whether it is Feasible in terms of topography, 
geometry, drainage and safety, whether it is Reasonable in terms of cost per benefited receiver and if it is wanted 
by the affected property owners. 
 
In Scott’s presentation, he stated that landscaping was not enough to substantially lessen noise levels and noise 
walls only work where drainage, safety (sight distances) and continuous walls are provided. When a wall is not 
continuous (i.e. breaks in a wall to allow people access to their driveways), the noise will enter through the 
opening and render the wall ineffective. The best method of lowering noise in this situation is through rubberized 
asphalt. The increase in noise that may occur through year 2030 due to the increased traffic should not amount to 
more than three-dBA. A three-dBA reduction is generally allowed when using rubberized asphalt.  Scott also let 
the group know that monitoring of existing noise levels had already been done and a report will be prepared 
projecting the noise levels to the year 2030. All of the data will be analyzed and a recommendation will be made 
based on the information that was determined by the noise study. Scott stated that he couldn’t move forward with 
his study until the final alignment and roadway profile are determined. 
 
Ted stated that the traffic report was in draft form and would be completed shortly. He passed out the travel 
demand numbers so that the committee could see where the volume is now and what the projected numbers would 
be for 2030. On this section of La Cholla Boulevard, traffic volumes currently range from 23,000-28,000 vehicles 
per day, with traffic volumes for 2030 predicted at 41,000-44,000 vehicles per day. 
 
Ted and Dean reported on the status of the drainage study letting the members know that drainage goes hand in 
hand with the design, so that process is on hold until they are able to move forward in the design process.  
 
Jan suggested the members each take a turn to go over their main concerns, one more time, for the team. 
 
Norma Metz: No more comments at that time. 
 
Wayne Metz: Voiced displeasure with Alternative E and wanted the County to look at some of the other 
alternatives that he feels are a better fit for this improvement project. Wayne feels the county should pick the best 
option for this project, and if the money isn’t available, they should wait until more funds could be allocated. 
 
Fred Bass: The road should be built with the best option for the project. 
 
Ellie Towne: She voiced some concerns about where the residents would have to U-turn safely in order to get on 
the frontage road to access their homes. Ellie also had a question about the bridge and its height and width. 
 
Ann Girvin: Her comment was to restate that she was not a homeowner and would not be directly affected by the 
project. However, she voiced her concern for the residents that will be directly affected by the widening of La 
Cholla Boulevard and stated she would support the decision they felt was right. 
 
Ellen Currey:  She stated that she had lived in Pima County since 1969 and wanted to see this project done 
correctly. 
 
Ted stated that they would take specific questions from the public following the CAC portion of the meeting. 
 
Jan discussed what the CAC’s role was in moving this process forward. She reiterated that it was extremely 
important for anyone who had a concern to write a letter to Pima County so that the County was aware of specific 



concerns that either the group or individuals had. Jan let the members know that the public process was important 
and the County had made a commitment to this project. 
 
Carol Brichta, Community Relations, PCDOT, wrote the contact information for PCDOT’s management on a flip 
chart for members and the public at the meeting to write their letters to Priscilla Cornelio, Transportation Director, 
PCDOT, 201 N. Stone Ave., Tucson, AZ, 85701, so that she could see their concerns and issues in writing.  
 
Jan indicated the project was ready for a public meeting and that one would be scheduled after the first of the 
year. 
 
Dean distributed a project fact sheet and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
The team stayed for individual questions and comments from the public as well as CAC members. 
 
 

































PIMA COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
201 NORTH STONE AVENUE, FOURTH FLOOR

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85701-1207

PRISCilLA S. CORNELIO, P. E.
DIRECTOR

January 24,2008

La Cholla Boulevard, River Road to RuthrauffRoad
Community Advisory Committee
Attention: Bonny L. Bass
145 South Sixth Avenue

Tucson, AZ 85701-2007

(520) 740-6410
FAX (520) 740-6437

Subject: Your Letter Dated January 15,2008, Regarding La Cholla Boulevard: RuthrauffRoad
to River Road

Dear Community Advisory Committee Members:

We received your letter dated January 15, 2008, expressing your views on the roadway alignment design
for La Cholla Boulevard. This project is one of the County's key Capital Improvement Projects in the
first quarter of the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) plan and we appreciate the Community
Advisory Committee's (CAC) concern to "get it done right." We have communicated your concerns to
County Administration and to Supervisor Sharon Bronson, Pima County Board of Supervisors. We
would like to take this opportunity to clarify several important issues that may impact on how the CAC
views the proposed alignment. Below is a clarification of the issues that relate to safety features of the
roadway, aesthetics, utilities, access, and general right-of-way issues:

Roadwav Features

Crosswalks: Marked pedestrian crossings are proposed for the RuthrauffRoad intersection.

Travel Lanes: The proposed width of travel lanes meets the national standards provided by the
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and is not considered
unsafe or substandard.

Sidewalk: The proposed sidewalk width meets Pima County standards.

Bike Lanes: Currently, bicyclists ride on the two-lane pavement or they ride in the dirt right-of-way
where drivers turn in and out randomly. A proposed 5' paved shoulder that bicyclists can use will
improve safety.

Bus Stops: Bus stops will be provided for SunTran.
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HAWK Light: The use ofHA WK lights for pedestrian crossings are carefully reviewed by the County
Traffic Division. Specific criteria must be met to justify aHA WK light otherwise the HAWK light can
turn into a liability rather than an asset. Currently, a HAWK light would not be justified at Jay Avenue.
After the La Cholla Boulevard improvements are built the situation can be reviewed again to see if a
HAWK light is warranted.

Aesthetics

Public Art: By Pima County policy, one percent of the planning, design and construction costs of
arterial roadway projects should be designated for public art. Vicki Scuri of SiteWorks has been
selected as the project artist. This selection process was managed by Tucson Pima Arts Council.
Information about the artist can be found at www.vickiscuri-siteworks.com.

Landscape: Pima County provides appropriate roadway landscape in medians and parkways. Roadway
landscape must take into consideration issues such as site distances and underground and above ground
utilities. McGann and Associates has been selected as the landscape architect (www.mcgannland.com/).

V tilities

Well Site: The well site on the west side of La Cholla Boulevard is owned by the City of Tucson. Pima
County does not have a need to acquire property adjacent to the City's well.

Access

Access and V-turns: Arterial roadways in Pima County frequently have raised medians which greatly
improves safety. Drivers generally are able to adjust their travel patterns and/or utilize u-turns to access
certain streets, businesses, and residences. This is necessary to provide safe access management.

Parking: Typically, Pima County does not provide parking on arterial roadways. Since La Cholla
Boulevard was designated an arterial roadway prior to 1960 and prior to the development of the
properties fronting La Cholla Boulevard, property owners should have been aware that it would be
important to provide adequate on-site parking.

Frontage Road: The proposed frontage road is 16' wide, not 11' wide as stated in the letter. Examples
of frontage roads in the community include Swan north of Speedway, Wilmot at Julia, and Broadway at
Melville. Frontage roads provide managed access to properties fronting busy roadways.

Alley: Pima County will maintain access to all lots fronting La Cholla Boulevard. In your letter, the
alley west of La Cholla Boulevard was described as a utility easement only; however, it is also available
for ingress and egress and as such provides alternative access to properties.



La Chona Boulevard, River Road to Ruthrauff Road Community Advisory Committee
Your Letter Dated January 15, 2008, Regarding La Chona Boulevard: RuthrauffRd to River Rd
January 24, 2008
Page 3

Properties Adjacent to La Chona

Accidents: The CAC has raised concerns that traffic on La Chol1a Boulevard may create accidents that
end up on private property. La Chol1a Boulevard was designated as an arterial roadway prior to 1960
and before any residences were built north of Ruthrauff Road. The developer that built and the
subsequent people that acquired property fronting La Cholla Boulevard did so with the knowledge that
La Cholla Boulevard was designated a wide arterial roadway intended to carry large volumes of traffic.
This urbanization is found in many parts of Pima County and the City of Tucson and does not pose
unreasonable threats to safety.

Noise: Noise is a factor related to urbanization. Prior to 1960 and prior to development of properties
adjacent to the road, La Chol1a Boulevard was designated an arterial roadway and the adjacent
properties were designated Multi-Use zoning. Noise wal1s are not effective when driveways are spaced
closely and are better suited for residential zoning with large lots rather than for multi-use zoning areas
with closely spaced lots.

Property Value: Roadway improvements generally help improve the value of adj acent properties. La
Chol1a Boulevard improvements will reduce traffic congestion, increase intersection capacity at the
RuthrauffRoad intersection, improve capacity of the bridge, provide sidewalks for pedestrians, provide
paved shoulders for bicyclists, provide landscape and public art for aesthetics, provide ADA access to
bus stops, and provide access management. These capacity, safety, and aesthetic improvements
generally help property values.

I hope this explanation helps to clarify the issues the community may have about the La Chol1a
Boulevard project. Many of these issues revolve around the fact that La Chol1a Boulevard was
designated an arterial roadway before adjacent properties were developed. This places the burden on
property owners to correctly develop and use their properties for an urbanizing environment. The
proposed alignment that includes one-way frontage roads for approximately 1000' for the properties
north of Ruthrauff Road meets all the needs and many of the wants of Pima County residents. Other
alternatives requiring right-of-way acquisition would unnecessarily increase the cost of the project,
cause disruption to property owners and increases the schedule for the project. In your letter you have
asked the County to build the road "correctly." Based on the information here, I trust you will have
confidence that the improved La Chol1a Boulevard wil1 be built to National and County standards for a
safe and efficient roadway. If you have any questions, please contact our Community Relations
representative Carol Brichta at 740-6410, or the Project Manager Dean Papajohn at 740-6471.

Priscilla S. Cornelio, P.E.
Director

PSC:DP:sap

c: Dean Papajohn, Project Manager, Engineering Division
Carol Brichta, Community Relations
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Pima County Department of  Transportation (P.C.D.O.T.) will be holding an open house meeting to provide information on the widening 
of  La Cholla Boulevard from Ruthrauff  Road to River Road. Proposed improvements consist of: six travel lanes, paved shoulders for 
bicycles, sidewalks, curbs and storm drains, intersection improvements at Curtis and at Ruthrauff, a new six-lane bridge over the Rillito 
river, a raised landscaped median, and urban design (public art). This two year design process is just beginning. The open house is 
intended to keep the public informed on project goals and to provide a forum for public input.

Thursday, March 6, 2008 
6:00-8:00 p.m. Introductory Overview at 6:15
Ellie Towne Flowing Wells Community Center 

1660 W. Ruthrauff Road

Pima County Department of  Transportation
La Cholla Boulevard: Ruthrauff Road to River Road

OPEN HOUSE

Individuals with disabilities who require accommodations for effective participation and 
communication in the meeting may call Community Relations at 740-6410 by February 
28 to make appropriate arrangements. All meeting sites are accessible.
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The Open House begins at 6:00 p.m. with a brief  presentation to describe the project  
beginning promptly at 6:15 p.m. After the overview, public can interact with team members 
who will have displays and information regarding roadway, bridge, archeology, environment, 
landscape, urban design, business concerns, and right-of-way. We hope you will come to 
share your thoughts about the project.
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La Cholla Boulevard: 
 River Road to Ruthrauff Road  

 
Comment Form 

March 6, 2008 
 

 

 

For more information visit http://www.roadprojects.pima.gov/LaChollaRiver/ or contact Carol Brichta at 740-6410 
 

1. What is your primary interest in La Cholla? 
 I live in rented property adjacent to this section of La Cholla. 
 I own the property in which I live in the area adjacent to this section of La Cholla. 
 I own rental property in the area adjacent to this section of La Cholla. 
 I work in a business on this section of La Cholla. 
 I regularly drive through this section of La Cholla. 
 I regularly walk or bike through this section of La Cholla. 
 Other, please explain.            

               

2. What do you like about this project?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Please list any questions or concerns about this project. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Please list any other comments you have concerning this project. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

IMPORTANT! Please print the following information:  

Name: ______________________________________________________________ Telephone: _________________  

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________  

City: ____________________________________State:______________________ Zip: _______________________  

e-mail:  _______________________________________________     

 

Mail to: Pima County Community Relations Office, 201 N. Stone 4th floor, Tucson, Arizona 85701 or Fax to 740-6439 



















 

La Cholla Boulevard: 
 River Road to Ruthrauff Road  

 
Design Project Information 

 

 

 

 March 6, 2008 

 
1. What are the benefits of the project? 
• Provides a safe parkway-type alternative north-south route to Oracle Road. 
• Continues and connects recently completed widening projects on La Cholla south of 

Magee Road to River Road.  
• Provides access to I-10 via Ruthrauff Road. 
• Improves mobility, access, and safety for busses. 
• Improves bicycle and pedestrian mobility and safety. 
• Provides ADA accessible transit stops. 
• Enhances the right-of-way with landscape and urban design (public art). 
 
2. What type of improvements will the project contain? 
• Proposed improvements include: six travel lanes, paved shoulders for bicycles, 

sidewalks, curbs and storm drains, intersection improvements at Curtis and at Ruthrauff, 
a new six-lane bridge over the Rillito river, a raised landscaped median, and urban 
design (public art).  

• The voters of Pima County approved the scope of this project in the RTA vote of 2006. 
 
3. How long will it take to improve La Cholla Boulevard? 
• A new roadway design takes approximately 24 months. Procurement of a contractor 

takes approximately 3-9 months. Construction takes approximately 18-24 months. The 
design phase is just beginning. 

 
4. How wide is the La Cholla Boulevard right-of-way? 
• The right-of-way is 150’ wide. The County acquired this right-of-way prior to 1960 in 

anticipation of widening La Cholla Boulevard. Much of the property adjacent to La Cholla 
Boulevard was zoned multi-use prior to any development to allow flexibility with private 
property as La Cholla Boulevard became busier and expanded over the years. 

 
5. Will there be public input on this project? 
• A Community Advisory Committee (CAC) has been formed. The design team has met 

with the CAC four times so far. Input from the CAC is considered in design and all CAC 
input is shared with the Board of Supervisors before preliminary design concepts are 
approved. 

• Open Houses are held to provide project updates to the public and to receive input from 
the public. 

 
6. How can I learn more about the project? 
• The project web site is at: http://www.roadprojects.pima.gov/LaChollaRiver/ 
• Specific questions can be directed to: Carol Brichta, Pima County Community Relations, 

740-6410. 
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Pima County Department of Transportation 
La Cholla Boulevard:  

River Road to Ruthrauff Road 
 

The Pima County Department of Transportation (PCDOT) held an informational public meeting to address 
roadway improvement conceptual design on La Cholla Boulevard from River Road to Ruthrauff Road. Area 
residents, property owners, stakeholders and jurisdictional representatives attended the public meeting. PCDOT 
representatives and the design team conducted a formal presentation at 6:15 p.m. Before and after the 
presentation, the meeting followed an open house format with maps, displays and other informational 
materials available for the public to view. Those in attendance were encouraged to complete and submit 
comment forms. 
 
Public Meeting 
• Thursday, March 6. 2008 

o Ellie Towne Flowing Wells Community Center 
o 6 – 8:00 p.m.; Presentation at 6:15 p.m.  

 
Public Notification  
• Invitation-postcard announcing meeting mailed the week of Feb. 18, 2008 

o Mailing area included businesses and residences one half mile north of Ruthrauff Road and one half 
mile south of River Road; and one half mile east-west of La Cholla Boulevard between Ruthrauff 
Road and River Road 

• Newspaper advertisements ran in the Arizona Daily Star on Feb. 24, 2008 and the Daily Territorial on Feb. 
15, 2008 

• Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) made contact with more than 100 businesses along the corridor 
providing them with information about the RTA Mainstreet program and invitations to the public meeting  

 
Team Attendance 
• PCDOT: Carol Brichta, Priscilla Cornelio, Ali Fermawi, Dean Papajohn, Annabelle Quihuis 
• Pima County District III: Kiki Navarro – Representative for Supervisor Sharon Bronson 
• HDR: Larry Barela, Bob Brittain, Ted Buell, Scott Stapp, René Tanner 
• Kimley-Horn and Associates: Scott Beck 
• McGann & Associates: Darlene Showalter 
• Public Artist: Vicki Scuri 
• RTA: Britton Dornquast, Steve Taylor 
• Tucson Pima Arts Council (TPAC): Jane Hallet 
• Gordley Design Group: Susan Parcells, Arizeder Urreiztieta 

 
Materials  
• Fact Sheet 
• Comment forms 
• Sign-in sheets 
• RTA brochures 

 
Displays and Presentation 
• Six information stations each with displays 

o Aerial photos showing alignment and access management 
o Typical cross-sections 
o Informational display board on noise 
o Notebook with examples of public art 
o Landscape design concepts and Rilllito River Park access concepts 
o Brochures (RTA/Mainstreet; Pima County Real Property) 
o Concept bridge plans 

• PowerPoint presentation 
 



Name Address Phone E-mail
Add to 
Mailing 

List

1. What is your primary 
interest in La Cholla?

2. What do you like about this 
project?

3. Please list any questions or 
concerns about this project.

4. Please list any other 
comments you have 

concerning this project.

Betancourt, Celia 2121 W. Calle Narciso
Tucson, AZ  85705

yes I own the property in which I live 
in the area adjacent to this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

Side walks; Sound Barriers More Traffic; Access into Calle 
Narciso in and out

Have a sound barrier or wall 
between house and road; 
narrowing of lanes further down 
the road.

Carrig, Cheryl 4964 N. Jay Ave.
Tucson, AZ  85705

888-5685 Yes I own the property in which I live 
in the area adjacent to this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

Kill the congestion. If expansion is to the east, which I 
own property and reside in, what 
will happen to my property?

I am concerned with what will 
happen to my property, if 
anything.

Chardukian, Doris 5242 N. Royal Palm Dr.
Tucson, AZ  85705

690-0690 Yes I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly walk or bike through 
this section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I own property off of Curtis Road.

When heading south on Curtis 
Road, there is a lane with a solid 
white line crossing out this lane. 
this was made into a right-turn 
lane now, it would help traffic 
some. I have almost been hit by 
vehicles in that lane.

Gaona, Robert 4921 N. La Cholla Blvd.
Tucson, AZ  85705

887-1395 Yes I own the property in which I live 
in the area adjacent to this section 
of La Cholla Boulveard.

Fix the traffic flow. Drainage Will we be bought out?

King, Gloria 2202 W. Calle Narciso
Tucson, AZ  85705

Yes I ownthe property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

Drainage problems to be 
corrected; sidewalks; landscaping

There need to be sound barriers 
between roadway and housing 
areas - this was not mentioned, 
but there is a need for them.

Where is the art work going to go?

Wider roads attract more traffic.

Questions from the floor were no
encouraged.

What is the plan for access to an
from Calle Narciso?

The lanes south of River Road 
need to be the same width as 
north of River Road - they should
not be narrower.

Larsen, Svein
Larsen, Carol

2125 W. Calle Fortunado
Tucson, AZ  85705

690-9091 Yes I own the property in which I live 
in the area adjacent to this section 
of La Cholla Boulveard.

I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

This will be a wonderful north-
south roadway.

I live at 2125 W. Calle Fortunado. 
Access is on La Cholla Boulevard at 
Calle Narciso. When La Cholla is 
completed, I believe access will be 
very difficult because of the 
closeness to the traffic light at 
Ruthrauff Road, and just in general 
because of a major thoroughfare. I 
have lived at this address since 
1964.

This was a good meeting and a 
very nice community center.

I hope the traffic lights at 
Ruthrauff and Curtis Roads can 
somehow work as a team. The 
light at Ruthrauff Road now just 
makes traffic more congested 
instead of helping traffic.

Comments Received at the Open House
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Name Address Phone E-mail
Add to 
Mailing 

List

1. What is your primary 
interest in La Cholla?

2. What do you like about this 
project?

3. Please list any questions or 
concerns about this project.

4. Please list any other 
comments you have 

concerning this project.

 

Mattausch, William 2462 W. Kimberly Pl.
Tucson, AZ  85705

293-2958 Yes I own the property in which I live 
in the area adjacent to this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

It is a good thing. It will move 
traffic quickly and safely.

Will we be able to pull heavy 
trucks off the residental streets, 
i.e.; Kain Avenue (north and 
south) between Ruthrauff Road 
and Curtis Road?

The three comanpies who move 
very large and heavy equipment;
can they be required to use Curti
Road and La Cholla Boulevard 
routes.

Plog, Patricia
Plog, Terry

1965 W. Cusco Pl. # 2
Tucson, AZ  85705

235-0289 patriciaplog@
yahoo.com

Yes I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly walk or bike through 
this section of La Cholla Boulveard.

I live two blocks away from La 
Cholla Boulevard.

More space!! Traffic flow. No questions. I was hoping this project was 
further along. Need it now!!

Price, Robert 4950 N. La Cholla Blvd.
Tucson, AZ  85705

888-2708 rprice15@
comcast.net

Yes I live in rented property adjacent 
to this section of La Cholla 
Boulevard.

I own rental property in which I 
live in the area adjacent to this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

No wall being put up. A wall. How long will it take?

Schweska, Stephen 4846-4854 N. La Cholla 
Blvd.  Tucson, AZ  85705

906-2961 Yes Ingress/egress is needed for 
businesses on the east side of La 
Cholla Boulevard. I would like to 
enter straight in and straight out - 
no frontage road. I am concerned 
that the bus stop is too close to 
the intersection of Ruthrauff Road 
and La Cholla Boulevard.
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1. What is your primary 
interest in La Cholla?

2. What do you like about this 
project?

3. Please list any questions or 
concerns about this project.

4. Please list any other 
comments you have 

concerning this project.

 

Steakman, Laura 5484 N. Bramble Brook 
Ln. Tucson, AZ  85704

888-9730 laurafree@
comast.net

Yes I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I live in Riverside Place subdivision 
next to Bashas'.

Everything, especially relief from 
traffic congestion.

When is the widening of River 
Road to six lanes going to begin so 
we can make a U-turn at the 
intersection of La Cholla Boulevard 
and River Road to go east on River 
Road?

What is the tentative timeline to 
completion?

Van Echo, Jay 6750 W. El Camino del 
Cerro, Tucson, AZ  85745

917-4534 jay.vanecho@
dmjmharris.
com

Yes I regularly drive though this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard: to 
and from work and to shop 
regularly at River Road and La 
Cholla Boulevard - also a regular 
at Dairy Queen!

Improve a.m. and p.m. peak turn 
movements; improve roadway 
safety and reduce congestion; new 
bridge at the river; improved 
access.

Please do not spend my tax money 
foolishly; if you can build it within 
existing Rignt-Of-Way and not 
spend $4 million more - do it!! 
However, make sure landscape 
amenities and safe access are 
provided to homeowners - signal 
timing will be critical. Build it now - 
take advantage of a lull in 
construction activities to get a 
good bid!

The eastbound-to-northbound an
conversely the southbound- to-
westbound movements are 
extremely critical - please make 
sure turn-bay storages are 
sufficient. How about a free 
southbound-to-westbound right- 
turn lane into a dedicated 
westbound Ruthrauff Road 
acceleration lane to drop at a 
sufficient distance to the west?

Williams, Donald 5242 N. Royal Palms 
Dr. Tucson, AZ  85705

690-
0690

Yes I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard. 

I regularly walk or bike through 
this section of La Cholla 
Boulevard.

I live off of Curtis Road.

Until this project is started or 
completed, is there any reaso
going south on La Cholla 
Boulevard across the bridge, 
that drivers could merge right
into a lane that is striped as a
no-drive lane to make a right 
on Curtis Road? It might help 
the flow of traffic until 
completion of the project.

Anonymous I regurlarly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

Looks nice. Construction time - five years? 
This is a major way to the 
hospital.

Anonymous Commercial Development Get this project bid!!! This is a
period one RTA commitment! 
Forget the Right-Of-Way 
purchase! Get the constructio
cost more in line with the 
budget.
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1. What is your primary 
interest in La Cholla?

2. What do you like about this 
project?

3. Please list any questions or 
concerns about this project.

4. Please list any other 
comments you have 

concerning this project.

 

Miller, Chad 4545 N. La Cholla Blvd. 
Tucson, AZ  85705

696-
8557

millerch@
flowingwells.
K12.az.us

Yes I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I work at the school south of 
this section of La Cholla 
Boulevard.

To move traffic through the 
bridge and Curtis Road 
intersection while traveling 
southbound-northbound. Also, 
the sidewalks will be an added 
safety feature for students 
walking home from school.

Increase in the width of the 
intersection at La Cholla 
Boulevard and Ruthrauff Road. 
This will directly impact the 
safety of the students 
commuting to and from school.

I would like to request that th
intersection at Ruthrauff Road
have long enough "walk" time
so students can safely travel 
through the intersection.

Bass, Bonny 1502 W. Kilburn 
Tucson, AZ 85705

293-
6841

bbass@pd-law
.com

Yes I own a rental property in the 
area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly walk or bike through 
this section of La Cholla 
Boulevard.

I like the fact that the project 
is getting done. I think the 
section of road is long overdue 
for repairs and upgrading, and 
will ultimately be an asset to 
people who live in the area and 
commute through it.

See attached comments. See attached comments.

Danehy, Tom 5880 N. Edenbrook Ln.
Tucson, AZ 85741

c13yd@aol.
com

I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

It is a logical extension of the 
widening that has occurred on 
La Cholla Boulevard north of 
River Road.

Why are the lane widths 
reduced in the areas where 
there will be frontage roads? It 
seems like 6.5-foot sidewalks 
could be reduced to 5 feet (as 
in the other sections) to 
provide 12-foot lanes 
throughout the entire segment.

I prefer the one-way frontage
roads to the two-way frontage
roads.

Also, why are bus pullouts no
included?
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Public Attendance  
• 84 attended 

 
Public Comments  
• Sixteen individuals submitted comment forms at the public meeting and during the two-week comment 

period ending March 20, 2008. 











































cjacobs
Text Box
Sample Letter; Distributed to all CAC Members



 

 

PIMA COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

201 NORTH STONE AVENUE, FOURTH FLOOR 
TUCSON, ARIZONA  85701-1207 

 

   
 

PRISCILLA S. CORNELIO, P. E.              (520) 740-6410 
DIRECTOR                FAX (520) 740-6439 

 
 

July 10, 2008 
 
 
 
Re: La Cholla Boulevard: River Road to Ruthrauff Road 
 Community Advisory Meeting (CAC) 
 
 
Dear Neighbor: 
 
The Pima County Department of Transportation will be hosting a Community Advisory Committee 
(CAC) meeting for the La Cholla Boulevard: River Road to Ruthrauff Road improvement project. 
 
The meeting will be held on Thursday July 24, 2008 from 6:00 - 7:30pm at the Ellie Towne Flowing 
Wells Community Center located at 1660 W. Ruthrauff Road.  The meeting agenda will include the 
review of the noise report. 
  
If you have questions regarding the meeting, please contact me at (520)740-6410 or e-mail 
Carol.Brichta@dot.pima.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Carol Brichta, 
Community Relations,  
Program Coordinator 
 
 
xc: Dean Papajohn, Project Manager  

 Annabelle Quihuis - Community Relations Manager 

  

  

 

 



 

 

 
La Cholla Boulevard: 

Ruthruaff Road to River Road 
 

 

   
 

 

Agenda 
 

La Cholla Boulevard: Ruthrauff Road to River Road 
Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting 
Thursday July 24, 2008 
6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Ellie Towne Community Center 
 
 
6:00 Welcome and Introductions  
 
6:10 Agenda and meeting format  
 
6:15 Project Update 
 
6:20 Presentation of Noise Report 
 
7:00 Discussion 
 
7:25 Next Steps  

• CAC meeting on Thursday August 7, 2008 from 6:00-7:30 to distribute and discuss the draft 
Environmental Assessment and Mitigation Report (EAMR) and the draft Design Concept 
Report (DCR). CAC will be asked to write a response letter to the EAMR. 

• Open House September 9 or 11. 
 
7:30 Adjourn meeting 
 
Team will remain for individual questions 
 



 

 

PIMA COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

201 NORTH STONE AVENUE, FOURTH FLOOR 
TUCSON, ARIZONA  85701-1207 

 

   
 

PRISCILLA S. CORNELIO, P. E.              (520) 740-6410 
DIRECTOR                FAX (520) 740-6439 

 
 

August 4, 2008 
 
 
 
Re: La Cholla Boulevard: River Road to Ruthrauff Road 
 Community Advisory Meeting (CAC) 
 
 
Dear Neighbor: 
 
The Pima County Department of Transportation will be hosting a Community Advisory Committee 
(CAC) meeting for the La Cholla Boulevard: River Road to Ruthrauff Road improvement project. 
 
The meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 12, 2008 from 6:00 - 7:30pm at the Ellie Towne Flowing 
Wells Community Center located at 1660 W. Ruthrauff Road.  The meeting agenda will include the 
review of the Environmental Assessment and Mitigation (EAMR) report. 
  
If you have questions regarding the meeting, please contact me at (520)740-6410 or e-mail 
Carol.Brichta@dot.pima.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Carol Brichta, 
Community Relations,  
Program Coordinator 
 
 
xc: Dean Papajohn, Project Manager  

 Annabelle Quihuis - Community Relations Manager 

  

  

 

 



 

 

 
La Cholla Boulevard: 

Ruthruaff Road to River Road 
 

 

   
 

 

Agenda 
 

La Cholla Boulevard: Ruthrauff Road to River Road 
Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting 
Tuesday August 12, 2008 
6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Ellie Towne Community Center 
 
 
6:00 Welcome and Introductions  
 
 
6:10 Presentation of Draft Design Concept Report  
 
 
6:30 Presentation of Draft Environmental Assessment and Mitigation Report  
 
 
7:00 Follow up on Noise Report  
 
 
7:10 Discussion 
 
 
7:25 Next Steps  

• Open House September 11. 
 
 
7:30 Adjourn meeting 
 
Team will remain for individual questions 
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La Cholla Boulevard: 
Ruthrauff Road to River Road 

Community Advisory Committee Meeting 

 

 

   
Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting 
Thursday, Aug. 12, 2008 
6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Ellie Towne Flowing Wells Community Center 
 
CAC Members Present: 
• Fred Bass 
• Ann Girvin 
• Norma Metz 
• Wayne Metz 
• Robert Schwartz 
• Ellie Towne 
 
CAC Members Not in Attendance: 
• Ellen Currey 
• Carol Gawrychowski 
• Andy Hernandez 
• Jason Kai 
• William Mattausch 
• Gretchen Ochoa 
• Ian Stewart 
• Kaye Swinford 
 
Attending from Project Team: 
• Pima County Department of Transportation (PCDOT): Carol Brichta, Rick Ellis, Dean Papajohn 
• Representative from Supervisor Sharon Bronson’s office: Kiki Navarro 
• HDR Engineering: Larry Barela, Catherine Bolm, Bob Brittain, Ted Buell, Scott Stapp 
• Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) – Jim DeGrood  
• Gordley Design Group: Barb Alley, Arizeder Urreiztieta 
 
Attending from the Public: 
• Bonny Bass 
• Timothy Barrett 
• Marvin Horn 
• Bob Iannarino 
• Jerry Jones 
 
Materials Distributed/Presented: 
• Agenda 
• Comment forms 
• RTA booklets 
• Draft Environmental Assessment and Mitigation Report and Draft Design Concept Report 
 
Dean Papajohn, PCDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group to the CAC meeting, and again 
thanked the members for their commitment to the La Cholla Boulevard project. He took a moment to go 
around the room and have everyone introduce themselves and state their affiliation. 
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The purpose of tonight’s meeting is to discuss two very important project documents. The CAC will be 
provided with the draft Design Concept Report (DCR) and the draft Environmental Assessment and 
Mitigation Report (EAMR). Although the DCR is in draft form, it is quite thorough at this stage and it 
includes all the documentation that has been presented to the CAC members over the past several 
months. The draft EAMR contains all the information to date and it summarizes all the investigations, 
analysis and design work that has been completed for this project.  
 
With the amount of information in the reports, the team felt it would be beneficial to the members to 
present them with the documents in order to help them navigate through some of the major elements in 
the documents. It will be the role of the CAC members to respond to the DCR and the EAMR, and 
present that information back to the design team. 
 
Dean took a moment to direct the CAC to the Community Participation and Mitigation Ordinance, 
section 10.56.200, which is located in their member notebooks. He stated that this section spells out 
the functions and the duties of the CAC. At this point in the process, the CAC is to provide written 
comments containing the CAC’s recommendations on the DCR and the EAMR. The written summary 
and response will not only be presented to the design team, but will also be presented to the Pima 
County Board of Supervisors (BOS).  
 
The CAC members on this project are further in the process than other CAC’s; they had written a letter 
to the BOS in January. Dean stated that the team did their best to incorporate their concerns in the 
documents that the committee had received. 
 
Dean stated that the group would need to come together after reviewing the documents in order to write 
their letter. He stated that PCDOT would be available to meet with the members if requested. Dean 
stated that the committee could use the comments that they submitted to the BOS in January, or they 
could write a new letter.  
 
Dean informed the members that as a part of the process, the team would be getting the additional 
input from the community at a public meeting that has been scheduled for Sept. 11, 2008, at the Ellie 
Towne Flowing Wells Community Center from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. The county will mail invitations to 
everyone that lives within one-half mile of the project area. The team will be there with displays and 
available to answer questions from the public. There will also be surveys that will be passed out to the 
attendees of the meeting as well as mailed to all who received the invitation for the public meeting. The 
results will be gathered and given to the project team and the CAC members so they can address the 
public’s comments in their letter to the BOS. 
 
Dean introduced Bob Brittain, HDR Engineering, who would present the draft DCR to the CAC 
members. The DCR is the report that is drafted to document the design approach on how to prepare 
the construction plans. This report summarizes all the reports, surveys, etc. that have been performed 
in the project area. Bob pointed out that at the front of the draft DCR there would be an Executive 
Summary and a Table of Contents. The following is a quick overview of each chapter: 
 
 Chapter 1 – Project Overview – how and why this project exists  
 Chapter 2 – Project Description – scope of work 

Chapter 3 – Project Area Characteristics – existing conditions; environmental and physical 
 Chapter 4 – Traffic and Accident Data – summarizes traffic volumes, capacity, accidents, etc.  

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) did a safety study of the intersection of La 
Cholla Boulevard and River Road due to the number of accidents at that intersection. Even 
though that intersection is not a part of this RTA project, there will be some improvements under 
the recommendation of ADOT that will occur as a result of that study.  
Chapter 5 – Design Standards and Criteria – 2003 Pima County Roadway Design Manual and 
the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 
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Chapter 6 – Major Design Features – horizontal and vertical alignment, access control, 
right-of-way, drainage, earthwork considerations, intersections, utilities, structures, pavement 
design, signalizing, construction issues, design exceptions 
Chapter 7 – Social, Economic and Environmental Considerations – summarizes all 
environmental studies 
Chapter 8 – Public Involvement – includes the Public Participation Plan, information from the 
CAC and summarizes public open houses; documentation including meeting minutes, can be 
found in Appendix B; information and documentation from the Sept. 11, 2008, open house will 
be added to this document 

 Chapter 9 – Agency Coordination – environmental review and intergovernmental agreements 
Chapter10 – Alternatives – lists Roadway Alternatives A, B, C, D, E (recommended by 
PCDOT), F and variations of Alternative E 
Chapter11 – Conclusions and Recommendations  
Chapter12 – Cost Estimate and Budget Considerations 
Chapter13 – References  
Appendix A – Construction Costs and Estimate 
Appendix B – Community Advisory Committee and Public Involvement Information 
Appendix C – Stage 1 (15%) Construction Plans – bound separately  
Appendix D – Right-of-Way Requirement Plans – bound separately 
 

There were several questions from the CAC regarding the DCR as follows: 
 

Where will the money come from to improve the La Cholla Boulevard and River Road intersections? 
 
The River Road intersection is a separate project with a separate budget. The County has allocated 
money separate from the La Cholla Boulevard project to build the River Road intersection 
improvements. 
 
Where will the money come from for the installation of the new drainage improvements along this 
corridor? 
 
The project cost estimate has included the additional storm drain since early planning and design 
identified this as a need. 
 
Was the cost of sound walls added into the cost estimate? 
 
Yes. When the noise study found walls to be warranted, the cost became a part of the estimate. 
 
When will the CAC need to write the letter to the BOS? 
 
After the open house comments are received and documented. The summary of comments will be 
made available to the CAC prior to writing the letter to the BOS. The public has two weeks after the 
open house to return comments to be included in the EAMR. 
 
What about the alternative that the CAC is going to recommend? 
 
Dean stated that the team had brought both alignments with them to the meeting tonight. PCDOT is 
aware that the CAC wants to choose an option that is not being recommended by the County. Dean 
said that all of the alternatives are summarized in the draft DCR, but the County will only develop one 
set of plans. It is not cost-effective to design several roadway alternatives. At the 15-percent stage of 
plans, since the alternatives are not dramatically different, the team is able to show the CAC’s 
alignment choice conceptually. However, further along in the process, it will not be feasible to continue 
to develop multiple alternatives in detail. 
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In Alternative B, how far would the road have to be moved over? 
 
Bob stated that the lanes would be wider with Alternative B and he would most likely move the road 
over 40 feet. With Alternatives A and B, that would allow for wider lanes and a much wider frontage 
road since property would be purchased in those alternatives. In Alternative D, that alternative would be 
purchasing both sides of La Cholla Boulevard, reducing the need for frontage roads along the project 
corridor. This alternative would also keep the roadway on its current centerline. 
 
Dean let the members know that on Page 60 of the draft DCR, there was a cost estimate of the 
different alternatives. Construction costs for Alternative B would be approximately $23.8 million in 
comparison to Alternative D, which would be an approximate cost of $23.5 million. 
 
Would the CAC’s alternatives be presented at the open house?  
 
PCDOT plans to bring the county’s recommended Alternative E to the open house. The team will also 
bring the CAC’s alternative they will be recommending; however, they will not bring all of the 
alternatives to the public meeting.  
 
How will south La Cholla Boulevard look with the intersection expanded at Ruthrauff Road and the 
possibility of La Cholla Boulevard being expanded past Wetmore Road?  
 
After passing through the intersection, the roadway will gradually narrow back to two lanes. There are 
no plans in the 20-year plan to widen La Cholla Boulevard in that area. The traffic counts collected do 
not anticipate much growth. 
 
If Alternative D purchases both sides of La Cholla Boulevard, there would not be frontage roads. Would 
the cost be reduced because frontage roads would not be needed? 
 
No, there would be other costs incurred like wider lanes. Dean referred the members to Page 50 of 
their draft DCR to see which houses would be purchased and what the roadway would look like. 
Money is tight on this project and Dean stated that PCDOT already has the right-of-way needed to build 
Alternative E. 
 
Dean stated that the team still had the EAMR to brief the members on. He said that the EAMR has a lot 
of the same information, as the DCR and Scott Stapp, HDR Engineering, would be presenting the 
EAMR to the members. 
 
The EAMR begins with the executive summary. Scott stated that the summary only summarizes the 
information that is written in the report, so he is strongly urging everyone to read the entire report prior 
to reading the summary.  
 
After the title page of the EAMR, there will be a table of contents that will outline what is in the report. 
The actual report begins on page one, after the executive summary. For your reference, the executive 
summary portion has ES before each page number. 
 
Scott again stated that the draft EAMR has most of the same information as the draft DCR. This EAMR 
contains: 

 
Chapter 1 – Background – project cost and funding, direction by BOS, and project design 
process 

 Chapter 2 – Purpose and Need 
 Chapter 3 – Project Setting 
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 Chapter 4 – Proposed Project 
Chapter 5 – Environmental Screening 
Chapter 6 – Environmental Assessment and Mitigation – Natural/Physical Environment; 
biological resources, drainage and clean water act, floodplain, air quality, noise, utilities, 
hazardous materials, construction activities, cultural resources, visual resources; and 
Neighborhood/Social Environment; right-of-way acquisition, temporary and permanent access 
and parking impacts, neighborhood disruption, parks and recreational areas, consistency with 
other plans 
Chapter 7 – Agency Coordination 

 Chapter 8 – Public Participation – public participation activities; community comments 
Chapter 9 – Conclusions and Recommendations 
Chapter10 – References 
Chapter11 – Abbreviations and Acronyms 

 
Scott told members to refer to Chapter 10 in order to get information on the documentation used in this 
report. He referred members to Chapter 11 for a list of acronyms that will be used throughout the 
documents. He also pointed members to the inside cover of their booklets where a CD is located that 
includes all the text and appendices in the document.  
 
Scott referred everyone to table ES – 7, which is the summary for the environmental impacts and 
recommendations. He stated that in the summary it would show potential impacts, recommended 
mitigation, agency coordination and consultation and parties responsible for implementation. Scott 
mentioned was there were cultural sites found and the design of the roadway was slightly altered to 
avoid the sites. These sites will continue to be monitored during the course of construction. There was 
also a lot of past discussion regarding traffic noise. The entire study is contained in this report and what 
areas were found to warrant sound barriers as a result of the noise study. Another area of concern was 
hazardous material. Because of the potential of hazardous material from prior businesses, trenches 
were dug along the corridor and soil samples were gathered. The area was found to be free of any 
hazardous material. Borings were also done where known storage tanks were located once known to 
have been leaking. No concerns were noted with the extensive investigations that took place as a part 
of this report. 
 
Scott took a moment to explain to everyone how to read the main report. He asked the members to turn 
to Page 18 of their report. Under Section 6.1.1, the CAC would find the Biological Resources section of 
the report. Under this section the members will find the existing conditions, what permits are needed, 
potential impacts and mitigation measures. Each chapter has this information available along with 
addititional supporting documentation as warranted. 
 
This report was based on Alternative E. Scott stated that some of this information would change if 
another alternative were to be chosen. For example, if the design moves out of the existing right-of- 
way, there may need to be additional contamination testing done to ensure the area is safe to work in. 
 
There were several questions from the CAC regarding the EAMR as follows: 
 
Where are the cultural sites located that were mentioned? 
 
That information is excluded from the public record to ensure the areas stay undisturbed.  
 
I was under the understanding that there were not any sites located in this project area? 
 
There are no cultural resources within the project site; however, there are some sites that are adjacent 
to the project area that will be monitored. 
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Dean took a moment to point everyone to Pages ES – 12 and 13. This section contains a summary of 
the CAC and public concerns within the project area. More detail on this subject could be found in the 
main document beginning on Page 67. 
There is also information in the Appendix on public art. Ellie Towne, CAC member, was on the selection 
committee to choose the artist that will work on this project. Vicki Scuri from Seattle Wash. was chosen 
as the artist on this project. There is not a lot of information at this point. She has some preliminary 
concepts she is working on. When the project is further along, she will come to Tucson and meet with 
the CAC to discuss her ideas on the public art that will be along La Cholla Boulevard. She is currently 
exploring art on the railing of the bridge and noise barrier walls. She will want the input from the 
committee when she is ready to move forward in her designs. 
 
Will she be aware of all the safety features that will be a part of this project? 
 
Yes, she will have all the necessary information when it is time to move forward. 
 
Are there noise walls needed for Alternative D? 
 
Noise walls will not be needed with Alternative D because both sides of the roadway would be 
purchased eliminating the need for sound mitigation. Dean stated that Scott would be available for any 
noise questions. 
 
What if some residents don’t want walls where walls are warranted? 
 
If noise walls are still warranted upon approval from the BOS, there is a process the team will go 
through to find out who wants the walls in the areas where noise walls could be added. There has to be 
a majority of approval for each wall in order for the wall to be constructed.  
 
Are all the documents in this report specific to Alternative E? 
 
All the alternatives are presented in this report. PCDOT’s recommendation is Alternative E, which stays 
within the current right of way, meets the mandates of the County and disrupts as few residents in the 
area as possible.  
 
Dean stated that since there were no further questions, he wanted to remind everyone of the public 
open house which would be held on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2008, from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the Ellie Towne 
Flowing Wells Community Center.  
 
Dean reminded the CAC that their responsibility would include reading through the documents to get 
prepared to write their letter to the BOS. Dean stated that it would be up to the CAC if they wanted to 
use the letter that the CAC sent to the BOS in January; however, they could write a new one if they felt 
it was necessary. The public has a two-week period after the open house in which comments can be 
received. Those comments will be given to the CAC for their review. The members should have their 
letter completed near the end of September. 
 
Dean stated that if there were any individual questions, the team would stay to answer those specific 
questions. 
 
Can the CAC get a copy of the mailing list? The members would like to send information to the people 
who received the invitation to the open house. 
 
Carol Brichta, PCDOT Community Relations, stated she would have to check to see if that would be 
possible. Dean stated that he would like the CAC and PCDOT to work together on any mailing that 
goes out to the community; it is important the CAC and PCDOT work as a team in this process. Dean 
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stated the team would be happy to have questions on the survey if the CAC wanted specific concerns 
addressed with the public. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











Pima County Department of Transportation (P.C.D.O.T.) will be holding an open house meet-
ing to provide conceptual design information on the widening of LaCholla Boulevard from 
Ruthrauff Road to River Road.

Thursday, September 11, 2008
Stop by between 5:30 -7:30 p.m.

Ellie Towne Flowing Wells
Community Center

1660 W. Ruthrauff Road
La Cholla Boulevard from 
Ruthrauff Road to River Road 
Improvement Project             

Pima County Department of Transportation

Proposed improvements consist of: six travel lanes, paved shoulders for bicycles, sidewalks, 
curbs and storm drains, intersection improvements at Curtis and at Ruthrauff, a new six-lane 
bridge over the Rillito river, a raised landscaped median, and urban design (public art). Project 
design is approximately at the 30% stage. Information from the Design Concept Report (DCR)  
and the Environmental Assessment and Mitigation Report (EAMR) will be presented at the open 
house. Team members will be available to informally discuss roadway design, bridge design, 
drainage design, proposed sound barrier walls, and other project features. The open house is 
intended to keep the public informed on project progress and to provide a forum for public input 
that will be provided to the Board of Supervisors with the EAMR prior to Board approval.

With this open house format, you may stop in any time between 5:30 to 7:30 to view the 
project displays and to interact with project staff. We hope you will come to share your thoughts 
about the project.

Individuals with disabilities who require accommodations for effective participation and 
communication in the meeting may call Community Relations at 740-6410 by September 4 to 
make appropriate arrangements. All meeting sites are accessible.

OPEN HOUSE
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PIMA COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
201 NORTH STONE AVENUE, FOURTH FLOOR 

TUCSON, ARIZONA  85701-1207 

 

   
 

PRISCILLA S. CORNELIO, P. E.              (520) 740-6410 
DIRECTOR                FAX (520) 838-7537 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 3, 2008 
 
 
 
 
Dear Community Member: 
 
Pima County is planning roadway improvements on La Cholla Boulevard from Ruthrauff Road to 
River Road and would like your input. Proposed improvements consist of: six travel lanes, paved 
shoulders for bicycles, sidewalks, curbs and storm drains, intersection improvements at Curtis and at 
Ruthrauff, a new six-lane bridge over the Rillito river, a raised landscaped median, and urban design 
(public art). The enclosed project information sheet provides additional background on the project 

 
An open house to present preliminary design concepts has been planned for September 11, 2008, from 
5:30-7:30 at the Ellie Towne Flowing Wells Community Center at 1660 W. Ruthruaff Road. If you were 
unable to attend or did not already complete a survey at the open house, we would still like to hear from 
you. Please consider completing the enclosed survey and returning it by Sept. 26 to the address listed 
at the bottom of the survey. All feedback received by this date will be summarized and placed in the 
project report given to the Community Advisory Committee and the Board of Supervisors. 
 
We look forward to receiving your survey. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Dean Papajohn, P.E. 
Project Manager 
 
 
Encl. 



 

La Cholla Boulevard: 
 River Road to Ruthrauff Road  

 
Project Information 

 

 

 

 September 11, 2008 

 
1. What are the benefits of the project? 
• Provides a safe parkway-type alternative north-south route to Oracle Road. 
• Continues and connects recently completed widening projects on La Cholla south of 

Magee Road to River Road.  
• Provides access to I-10 via Ruthrauff Road. 
• Improves mobility, access, and safety for busses. 
• Improves bicycle and pedestrian mobility and safety. 
• Provides ADA accessible transit stops. 
• Enhances the right-of-way with landscape and urban design (public art). 
 
2. What type of improvements will the project contain? 
• Proposed improvements include: six travel lanes, paved shoulders for bicycles, 

sidewalks, curbs and storm drains, intersection improvements at Curtis and at Ruthrauff, 
a new six-lane bridge over the Rillito river, a raised landscaped median, and urban 
design (public art).  

• Walls to mitigate sound are feasible if determined desirable by adjacent property owners. 
• The voters of Pima County approved the scope of this project in the RTA vote of 2006. 
 
3. How long will it take to improve La Cholla Boulevard? 
• Design is at approximately 30%, with approximately 16 months of design work 

remaining. Procurement of a contractor takes approximately 3-9 months. Construction 
takes approximately 18-24 months.  

 
4. How wide is the La Cholla Boulevard right-of-way? 
• The right-of-way is 150’ wide. The County acquired this right-of-way prior to 1960 in 

anticipation of widening La Cholla Boulevard. Much of the property adjacent to La Cholla 
Boulevard was zoned multi-use prior to any development to allow flexibility with private 
property as La Cholla Boulevard became busier and expanded over the years. 

 
5. Will there be public input on this project? 
• A Community Advisory Committee (CAC) has met with the design team six times so far. 

Input from the CAC is considered in design and all CAC input is shared with the Board of 
Supervisors before preliminary design concepts are approved. 

• Open Houses are held to provide project updates to the public and to receive input from 
the public. The first open house was held in March 2008. A community survey will be 
conducted in conjunction with the September 2008 open house. 

 
6. How can I learn more about the project? 
• The project web site is at: http://www.roadprojects.pima.gov/LaChollaRiver/ 
• Specific questions can be directed to: Carol Brichta, Pima County Community Relations, 

740-6410. 



 

La Cholla Boulevard: 
 River Road to Ruthrauff Road  

 
Public Opinion Survey 

September 11, 2008 
 

 

 

Please return by Friday September 26, 2008 to: Carol Brichta, Pima County Community Relations Office, 201 N. Stone 

4th floor, Tucson, Arizona 85701 or Fax to 740-6439 or email to carol.brichta@dot.pima.gov 

Project information can be viewed at: http://www.roadprojects.pima.gov/LaChollaRiver/ 

 

1. What is your primary interest in La Cholla? (check all that apply) 
 I live in rented property adjacent to this section of La Cholla. 
 I own the property in which I live in the area adjacent to this section of La Cholla. 
 I own rental property in the area adjacent to this section of La Cholla. 
 I own or work in a business on this section of La Cholla. 
 I regularly drive through this section of La Cholla. 
 I regularly walk or bike through this section of La Cholla. 
 Other, please explain.             

2. Please describe what you like about this project  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Please list any comments you have about design elements of the proposed roadway improvements, 

such as vehicle lanes, bike lanes, sidewalk, median, intersections, utilities, drainage, access, etc. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Please list any other comments you have about environmental elements of the proposed roadway 
improvements, such as landscape, noise, visual impacts, etc. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Please provide any other general comments you have about the project. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________  

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________  

City: ____________________________________State:______________________ Zip: _______________________  

e-mail:  _______________________________________________ Telephone:        
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Pima County Department of Transportation 
La Cholla Boulevard: Ruthrauff Road to River Road 

Open House Summary 
 

Date, Location and Time 
o Thursday, Sept. 11, 2008 
o Ellie Towne Flowing Wells Community Center 
o 6 to 8 p.m. 

 
Public Notification 
• Postcard announcing meeting mailed: 

o Week of Aug. 11, 2008 
o Mailed to approximately 900 residents and businesses in a one-half-mile radius 

of the project area 
• Newspaper notification: 

o Arizona Daily Star – Aug. 27, 2008 
o Daily Territorial – Aug. 27, 2008 

• Web site:        
o Meeting date and time was posted on project Web site 

• Business outreach 
o Sept. 2 and 3, 2008; attempted to or made contact with 62 businesses along the 

corridor 
 
Team Attendance  
• Pima County: Priscilla Cornelio, Rick Ellis, Ali Fermawi, Ana Olivares, Dean Papajohn,  

Annabelle Quihuis 
• HDR Engineering: Larry Barela, Mike Barton, Catherine Bolm, Ted Buell, Martha Davis, 

Christine Jacobs-Donoghue, Bethy McGehee, Arturo Ledesma 
• McGann & Associates: Darlene Showalter 
• City of Tucson Water Department: Patricia Eisenberger 
• Regional Transportation Authority (RTA); MainStreet Program: Britton Dornquast,  

Steve Taylor 
• SunTran: Bea Paulus 
• Gordley Design Group: Barb Alley, Arizeder Urreiztieta 

 
Public Attendance 
• 50 

 
Comments 
• Six comments received at the open house 
• Thirty one comments received during the two-week period following the open house 

 
Materials 
• Comment forms 
• Fact sheets 
• Sign-in sheets 

 
Agenda 
• Introductory remarks: Sharon Bronson, Pima County Board of Supervisor 
• Question-and-answer session 
• Team introductions 
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• Review displays with one-on-one interaction 
 
Displays 
• Bridge design 
• City of Tucson Water 
• Environmental 
• Landscape design 
• Roadway Design (two display tables) 
• RTA MainStreet 
• SunTran 

 
Room Set-up 
• Sign-in table 
• Refreshment table 
• Eight display tables set up around the room 
• Seating for approximately 45 people with podium 

 
Signs 
• A-frame signs to direct traffic into parking lot and facility 

 

















Name Address Phone E-mail
1. What is your primary interest 

in La Cholla Boulevard?
2. Please describe what you like 

about this project.

3. Please list any comments you 
have about design elements of 

the proposed roadway 
improvements, such as vehicle 

lanes, bike lanes, sidewalk, 
median, intersections, utilities, 

drainage, access, etc.

4. Please list any other comments 
you have about environmental 

elements of the proposed roadway 
improvements, such as landscape, 

noise, visual impacts, etc.

5. Please provide any other 
general comments you have about 

the project.

Basterfield,
Gary and Jackie

5745 N. La Cholla Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85741

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

The reason we like this project is 
because it will help with traffic 
congestion in the area along La 
Cholla Boulevard.

Please make sure the bike lanes are 
wide enough. Also, at Ruthrauff Road 
and La Cholla Boulevard, is it 
possible to have right-turn arrows? 
Too many people make the right turn 
on red to beat out the people making 
a left turn off of Ruthrauff Road onto 
La Cholla Boulevard.

 Erickson, Bill 4967 N. La Cholla Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85705

609-6969 I own rental property in the area 
adjacent to this section of La Cholla 
Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly walk or bike through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

Taggers spray painting on the sound 
barrier wall.

 Jarvis, James 4935 N. Jay Ave.
P.O. Box 50703
Tucson, AZ 85705

888-2497 I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly walk or bike through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I like the three-lane each way design. 
Hopefully it will prevail.

Please include wide sidewalks and 
bike lanes.

Trees are great, but please don't put 
them too close to intersections. They 
are hard to see around when you are 
turning onto the busy, fast roadway. 
Bushes are great.

I am concerned about the 
"cut-through" traffic on Jay 
Avenue right now, as well 
as what can be planned to 
protect our neighborhood
during construction.

Krueger, Wendy 2211 W. Calle Narciso
Tucson, AZ 85705

349-3844 I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

La Cholla Boulevard and Calle Narciso 
raised median makes it very difficult 
to turn north.

Metz, Wayne 4901 W. La Cholla Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85705

887-0553 ps341@msn.com I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

More lanes. The County plans to take away 
parking in front of my home, subjects 
me to increased noise as no wall will 
be built in front of my home. This 
also subjects me to increased safety 
risk due to increased lanes and will 
lower my property value.

The current plans will bring the road 
within 12 to 15 feet of my home. This 
will subject me to increased noise and 
air pollution and the County plans do 
not really provide for landscaping unless 
they opt for alternate plans.

Please approve Alternative D.

Steckman, Laura 5484 N. Bramble Brook Ln. 
Tucson, AZ 85704

laurafree@comcast.net I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

Well organized presentations for the 
community.

Can drivers heading south on La 
Cholla Boulevard make U-turns? If 
not, please allow for them.

Please allow U-turns at 
double left-turn lanes. I cannot 
exit out of my house on the 
northeast corner of River Road to 
go east onto River Road because 
there is too much traffic.

Bender, Dick  
Shamrock Dairy

1900 W. Ruthrauff Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85705

887-0300 I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

It will help to relieve congestion.

Green, Mary 1949 W. Paul Pl.
Tucson, AZ 85705

887-2932 I own the property in which I live in  
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

It would no longer be necessary to 
merge to one lane when driving 
south on La Cholla Boulevard - it is 
dangerous. Also, it would 
considerably improve the whole area.

This is a much needed improvement. I hope the median landscaping will be 
well taken care of - landscaping along 
both sides of Ruthrauff Road needs 
trimming.

I hope it would require a general 
clean-up of properties around the 
area.

 La Cholla Boulevard: River Road to Ruthrauff Road
Public Opinion Survey

Sept. 11, 2008

Comments received after the Open House   

Comments received at the Open House
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Name Address Phone E-mail
1. What is your primary interest 

in La Cholla Boulevard?
2. Please describe what you like 

about this project.

3. Please list any comments you 
have about design elements of 

the proposed roadway 
improvements, such as vehicle 

lanes, bike lanes, sidewalk, 
median, intersections, utilities, 

drainage, access, etc.

4. Please list any other comments 
you have about environmental 

elements of the proposed roadway 
improvements, such as landscape, 

noise, visual impacts, etc.

5. Please provide any other 
general comments you have about 

the project.

 La Cholla Boulevard: River Road to Ruthrauff Road
Public Opinion Survey

Sept. 11, 2008

Horn, Marvin 4961 N. La Cholla Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85705

887-1056 I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

Everything about this project will in 
some way affect us negatively. By 
increasing traffic, smog and 
decreasing property values.

We feel that the design elements will 
be a problem because of limited 
space. The traffic and its elements 
will be too close to our home. We are 
disappointed about the proposed 
complicated roadways and lack of 
access to emergency vehicles and 
pedestrians.

Again, we feel all of these elements are 
not improvements and will increase 
noise, pollution, decrease street access 
and our overall property value will go 
down. We will no longer have a view.

We were not aware that this
area was to become a business 
area. The quality of our 
neighborhood has vastly 
decreased. We will no longer 
have access for visitors.

Hoxsie, Dolores 4661 N. Brightside Dr.
Tucson, AZ  85705

603-9509 I own the property in which I live in  
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

It will move traffic faster and safer. What about the bridge? Noise control?

Langford, Dave and 
Patty

2049 W. Brittain Dr.
Tucson, AZ 85705

203-6319 pattylangford@yahoo.
com

I own the property in which I live in  
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

We live in Edgebrook 1.

Making the road six lanes is great, 
along with better lanes for bicycles, 
etc. - great!

We would like something (and maybe 
this is in the plan) put up to hide the 
unsightly trailers and homes that are 
on the other side of Curtis Road. 
Also, the Quick Mart Family Foods 
needs to be cleaned up.

We have only been here three years, 
but would love to see that area cleaned 
up.

Sorry we couldn't make the meeting,
my husband is out of town and I work 
until 7:30 or 8 p.m. We would be 
pleased to support this project! 

Moreno, Rosalino 4971 N. Mathews Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85705

408-1160 I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

All proposed improvements. A traffic signal is needed at the Calle 
Narciso and La Cholla Boulevard 
intersection. With all the 
improvements, the problem will be 
worse.

Muhs, Peggy 5513 N. Silver Stream Way
Tucson, AZ 85704

408-5235 pjmuhs@aol.com I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly walk or bike through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

Everything!!! Much needed project! This should be a continuation of La 
Cholla Boulevard as far as design.

I think the art work should be minimal 
as the area is prone to taggers, and 
maintenance and clean-up is a real 
concern to be figured into the project.

Loflin, Isabell 4921 N. River Vista
Tucson, AZ  85705

I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly walk or bike through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

Improved bicycle mobility, safety and 
better bridge crossing for bicycles.

I am glad the area will be brightened 
up with public art and landscaping.

In the process of redoing the bridge, 
the bike and hiking path along the 
Rillito River should be repaved.

Peterman, Dan and 
Eleanor

1940 W. Paul Pl.
Tucson, AZ 85705

396-8099 nanapeterman7777@
comcast.net

I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

There will be no more traffic 
congestion.

As long as there will be turning lanes, 
I will be happy.

Noise is a factor. When will this work begin?
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Name Address Phone E-mail
1. What is your primary interest 

in La Cholla Boulevard?
2. Please describe what you like 

about this project.

3. Please list any comments you 
have about design elements of 

the proposed roadway 
improvements, such as vehicle 

lanes, bike lanes, sidewalk, 
median, intersections, utilities, 

drainage, access, etc.

4. Please list any other comments 
you have about environmental 

elements of the proposed roadway 
improvements, such as landscape, 

noise, visual impacts, etc.

5. Please provide any other 
general comments you have about 

the project.

 La Cholla Boulevard: River Road to Ruthrauff Road
Public Opinion Survey

Sept. 11, 2008

Logan, Belinda 2232 W. Calle Fortunado
Tucson, AZ 85705

I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly walk or bike through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I like the idea of the extra lane for 
traffic flow.

Why six lanes? I believe that is too 
many lanes. Will this affect the road 
between Wetmore Road and 
Ruthrauff Road with the schools?

Noise would be a concern.
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2. Please describe what you like 

about this project.
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lanes, bike lanes, sidewalk, 
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 La Cholla Boulevard: River Road to Ruthrauff Road
Public Opinion Survey

Sept. 11, 2008

Ratje, Jeff 1938 W. Alder Grove Dr.
Tucson, AZ 85704

408-8269 jmratje@hotmail.com I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly walk or bike through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I ride SunTran from this area to work 
each day. The bus improvements are 
a welcome addition. The landscape 
median over the bridge is also a nice 
design element.

It would be nice to have 
improvements to the River Walk as 
part of construction.

The increased traffic around River Road 
and La Cholla Boulevard proves a 
problem for the growing number of 
residences and new home construction. 

Noise Mitigation is necessary.

Also, graffiti is a big problem here. Anti-
graffiti materials and a dedication to 
remove it quickly need to be factored in.

As someone who lives in the area, 
traffic has grown exponentially due 
to the work on I-10. I am concerned 
this area will become so busy it is 
not nice to live here anymore. 
Traffic mitigation needs to be looked 
at. Enhanced SunTran routes might 
help with this.

Smith, William 5559 N. Silver Stream Rd.
Tucson, AZ  85704

293-1153 I own property in which I live in the 
area adjacent to this section of La 
Cholla Boulevard.

Finish the major roadway 
improvements for River Road and La 
Cholla Boulevard.

Don't forget roadside visual barriers 
where needed.

Make sure there is good visual roadside 
barriers along ugly post development 
areas like La Cholla Boulevard - not like 
La Cholla Boulevard on the north side of 
River Road on the west side - ugly 
missing sections.

Consider roundabouts at major 
intersections. See attachment of 
Roundabout in Carmel, Indiana.

Stash, Betty Ann 2151 W. Calle Narciso
Tucson, AZ 85705

887-3273 cozetts@aol.com I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

A left-turn lane at La Cholla 
Boulevard and Calle Narciso. It is 
almost impossible to make a left turn 
onto La Cholla Boulevard.

Please give us an attractive wall - not 
the ugly multicolored wall north of 
River Road. The wall between Orange 
Grove Road and Ina Road is very 
pretty and would add to the 
neighborhood.

This work needs to be done and it will 
make getting around much easier.

I would like to be informed on the 
progress, I was unable to attend the 
meeting due to illness.

Thompson, Lori 4783 N. Woodside Dr.
Tucson, AZ 85705

thomploe@gmail.com I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly walk or bike through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

Upgrades! Newness! I would prefer a more aesthetic and 
pleasing view of this area with 
provisions for safety components.

I would prefer to see less of the 
unattractive homes and businesses 
along the La Cholla Boulevard and 
Curtis Road area.

Perhaps have medians with landscaping. 
Maybe a barrier wall hiding the homes 
and businesses along La Cholla 
Boulevard (south of River Road to 
Ruthrauff Road).

Wiewel, Martha 1847 W. Waterleaf Dr.
Tucson, AZ 85704

887-2957 marthawiewel@msn.com I own property in which I live in the 
area adjacent to this section of La 
Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I would like to bike from La Cholla 
Boulevard to Ruthrauff Road and I 
would like to bike on Ruthrauff Road 
to Sweetwater Drive.

Bike lanes - sidewalk and other 
improvements as you desire.

Please do not plant trees or bushes. 
People throw trash under them and we 
do not have the dollars to keep them 
trimmed. Plant ocotillos, saguaros or 
golden barrels. 

This project sounds good to me. I 
want to thank you for the work you 
accomplish for the County.

I would like to see the debris picked 
up more often, especially along River 
Road. The trees need to be trimmed.

Zumpano, Leonard 4716 N. Woodside Dr.
Tucson, AZ 85705

690-7349 I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I feel this would help reduce traffic 
congestion.

This would help with traffic flow. 
Access and to be able to pull off the 
road with commuter traffic buses 
would not slow up the traffic flow, 
especially during rush hour.

Natural landscape trees, bushes and 
cactus would bring improvements.

This should improve traffic flow and 
hopefully reduce accidents due to 
impatience in long lines at the light.

Page 4



Name Address Phone E-mail
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2. Please describe what you like 

about this project.
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 La Cholla Boulevard: River Road to Ruthrauff Road
Public Opinion Survey

Sept. 11, 2008

Anonymous I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

I use Ruthrauff Road and La Cholla 
Boulevard at least once a day.

After widening Ruthrauff Road and all 
the improvements there, La Cholla 
Boulevard is woefully lacking in space 
for cars driving down it. I think this 
will improve La Cholla Boulevard.

There is quite a bit of dust around 
the side of the roads. I would hope 
that they would tar that area to cut 
down on the amount of dust that 
comes from the side of the road.

Hopefully the area around the wash 
will be improved for bikers. I hope 
they put appropriate speed limit 
signs  - that is a real speed zone and 
I have seen several accidents in that 
area in the past few months. I worry 
for those who will be working in the 
area.

Seasonally they get a lot of water in the 
wash. I hope diligence is taken to make 
sure that this area is safe, especially for 
businesses that are near the wash.

I like those multi-colored walls that are 
further down on  La Cholla Boulevard. I 
hope color is used on this project.

I would just like to be kept in the 
loop in terms of progress and 
suggestions for keeping us safe for 
those who are working in the area, 
and realize that this will take some 
time. Keep law enforcement in the 
loop to keep everyone safe. But, I 
approve this project.

Nita Ruth's, LLC
(Nita Freeman)

5140 N. La Cholla Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85705

797-0603 I own or work in a business on this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

Widening. The islands make it impossible to get 
into my property from the north. We 
need a center lane.

This also affects other property owners 
and businesses south of the bridge.

Molis, Frank 2385 W. Wave Hill Ct.
Tucson, AZ 85705

888-2000 I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

It is about time. There needs to be two left turns off 
of Ruthrauff Road to go north on La 
Cholla Boulevard. There have been as 
many as 25 cars backed up trying to 
make that turn.

Morse, Dwayne and 
Heather

STL Manufacturing

5150 N. La Cholla Blvd. #2
Tucson, AZ 85705

dwayne@stlmfg.com I own or work in a business on this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.
(We have owned our business in this 
location for 15 years.)

The road construction will beautify 
the area and hopefully move the 
traffic more efficiently down La Cholla 
Boulevard.

We have major concerns about the 
access in and out of the narrow drive 
off of La Cholla Boulevard. We have 
semi tractor trailers with steel loads 
in and out frequently. The inability to 
make a left-hand turn in and out of 
the property will cause time delays 
and safety concerns. There are four 
businesses that would be affected by 
this. Three of which utilize semi 
tractor trailers. We would like you to 
consider a southbound turn lane into 
the property for ease of access and 
also widening the driveway to 
facilitate ingress and egress with 
large/long loads.

We would like to see the improvement 
of the road and neighborhood, but not 
compromising our access for business.

We would also like to know about any 
plans for sewage service for any of the 
businesses. We (for the most part 
have septic systems) would like to 
know if a pump system will be put in 
place. 

We need to be able to maintain full-
time access throughout the work week 
during construction. We have delivery 
trucks in and out, and also our own 
service trucks are in and out 
frequently.

Calhoon, Don 4770 W. Benjamen Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85743

572-8455
906-2344

I own a rental property in the area 
adjacent to this section of La 
Cholla Boulevard.
(4932 N. La Cholla Boulevard)

I am not interested in a high wall in
front of property or selling property 
as I just finished building a duplex. I 
question property values and 
relocation expenses if it comes to 
that.

I am not happy with a ten-foot high 
wall on one-way access roads
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Shurtz, Bill 4944 N. Jay Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85705

I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I like the new look for this area. Lighting. I am looking forward to the new and 
improved look in this area.

I am hoping to get speed bumps on 
Jay Avenue from La Cholla Boulevard 
to Ruthrauff Road. This should not be 
a by-pass.

Van Echo, Jay 6750 W. El Camino del 
Cerro
Tucson, AZ 85745

299-8700 jay.vanecho@dmjmharris
.com

I regularly drive through this
section of La Cholla Boulevard.
(Daily commute to/from work)

Intersection improvements to La 
Cholla Boulevard and Ruthrauff Road, 
the new bridge and the capacity 
improvements to River Road and 
Ruthrauff Road.

1) If only four lanes are needed, only 
build four lanes and save dollars.
2) Do not purchase right of way if not 
needed.
3) Do not build unnecessary walls if 
applicable.
4) Be frugal with RTA dollars and 
build what is required per traffic, 
drainage and structural standards.

I appreciate the landscape (native 
vegetation) and public art on RTA 
projects within budgetary constraints.

Control access points close to the 
intersection.

Be aware of the east- to- north and 
south- to- west movements at the 
intersection and time the signal 
accordingly. Be aware of the right-
in/right-out access to Wal-Mart and 
police accordingly - the public is not 
obeying signage. 

Kunk, Clem and
Donna

5120 N. La Cholla Blvd. #2
Tucson, AZ 85705

888-1923 cdgaragedoors@yahoo
.com

I own or work in a business on this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

It will bring more traffic by our
business and stop the bottle-necking 
at the bridge.

It is vital that there is a turn lane
for southbound traffic into our 
parking lot that contains six 
businesses. We all have frequent 
deliveries including semi trucks at 
our business and the business 
located at 5050 N. La Cholla Blvd.

Those will not affect us. If there is no turn lane incorporated in 
to the plan, many delivery trucks will 
not be able to turn around traveling 
southbound. This entrance is at the 
south end of other businesses. 

Franzen, Norman
and Charlene

Accutax P.C

4911 N. La Cholla Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85705

744-0600 clfcpa@qwestoffice.com

norman@acstone.com

I own or work in a business on this
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

We like the improved traffic flow, 
safety features and aesthetic value to 
the area.

We do not like the proposed sound
barrier. Our property is zoned MU.
It was converted to business use
many years ago.  The value of the 
property is dependent on clear and 
convenient access from La Cholla 
Boulevard. Our ability to use the 
property for any type of business 
would be destroyed by the proposed 
wall.

It would be difficult for drivers to find 
the entrance to the west side of the 
frontage road. The wall would make 
it difficult for northbound drivers to 
see the entrance and how to access 
it. They would have to watch for the 
entrance between the end of the wall 
and the bus stop, at the same time 
as trying to see through three lanes 
of oncoming traffic and searching for 
a place to turn around in order to get 
to the properties on the west side. 
The bus stop would obscure the 
entrance for southbound traffic.
 
We do not like the proposed one-way 
access of the frontage roads. We 
would prefer two-way access.

We are not in favor of the proposed
sound barriers (see response to 
question #3). Additionally, the block 
walls would be hideous without any 
paint or artwork. The aesthetic value of 
the project would be lost.
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Name Address Phone E-mail
1. What is your primary interest 

in La Cholla Boulevard?
2. Please describe what you like 

about this project.

3. Please list any comments you 
have about design elements of 

the proposed roadway 
improvements, such as vehicle 

lanes, bike lanes, sidewalk, 
median, intersections, utilities, 

drainage, access, etc.

4. Please list any other comments 
you have about environmental 

elements of the proposed roadway 
improvements, such as landscape, 

noise, visual impacts, etc.

5. Please provide any other 
general comments you have about 

the project.

 La Cholla Boulevard: River Road to Ruthrauff Road
Public Opinion Survey

Sept. 11, 2008

Stallings, Doug 

Backwoods RV

5150 N. La Cholla Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85705

293-4400 dougie4723@aol.com I own or work in a business on this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

It will help east traffic back-ups
and reduce car accidents. It will 
improve the look of the area.

I am concerned that there is no
turn lane going south to turn left, 
as there are may businesses that 
have large trucks and other vehicles 
in and out all day. How will anyone 
going south be able to get to our 
business? Will I lose my parking?

See attached.

Lafferty, Oakley 5150 N. La Cholla Blvd., #2
Tucson, AZ 85705

408-7647 oakleylafferty@comcast
.net

I own or work in a business on this
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

Road improvements are sorely 
needed on this very busy section. 
Extra lanes and the bridge are a plus. 
The left-turn lane with arrow 
northbound onto Curtis Road is 
clearly needed.

The proposed bull nose at the 
entrance to 5150 N. La Cholla 
Boulevard is a restriction to our 
access. We have many vehicles, large 
trucks included, both from our 
business and our suppliers who will 
have difficulty with this plan.

Landscaping and other visual 
impacts, while important, should clearly 
be secondary to functionality.

We strongly request a southbound 
turn lane into our business from the 
southbound lane. A widened entrance 
would also be a great help with the 
traffic from the bar at the back of the 
complex.

(See attached.)

Iannarino, Robert

Diamond Ventures,
Inc.

2200 E. River Road, Ste.
115
Tucson, AZ  85718

577-0200 biannarino@diamondven.
com

I own the property in which I live in 
the area adjacent to this section of 
La Cholla Boulevard.

I own rental property in the area 
adjacent to this section of La Cholla 
Boulevard.

Implementation of RTA Period I 
roadway improvements. It is 
expected the roadway will be 
completed by 2011 and will help 
traffic improvement.

1) The project needs to meet the 
voter mandated budget of 14 million 
dollars.
2) Based on number 1, the project 
should be designed for four lanes 
instead of six lanes.
3) The underground storm drainage 
should be value engineered to take 
care of the two-year storm event.
4) The bus stop on the northwest 
corner, adjacent to the Circle K, 
should accommodate AFNI 
employees, inclusive of their 
handicapped employees who have 
asked for special bus 
accommodations. Please contact 
SunTran.
5) It appears the access locations to 
serve the southeast corner of River 
Road and La Cholla Boulevard are 
adequate.

Visual impact should be conducive 
to the marketability of our property. 
Hardscaping and landscaping should be 
consistent with the architectural theme 
already established for the southeast 
corner.

Adhere to the RTA budget and 
schedule for Period I completion! 
This includes capping the number of 
Citizen Advisory Committee 
(CAC) meetings to assure the Period I 
schedule can be met.

Hendricks, Terry 2135 W. Calle Fortunado
Tucson, AZ 85705

888-4789

243-1832

I regularly drive through this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

My home is 300 feet from La Cholla 
Boulevard.

The extra travel lanes and medians. A noise wall is needed when you
look at future traffic counts.

Bus shelters are needed.

Lee, Ken 5150 N. La Cholla Blvd. #2
Tucson, AZ 85705

292-1779 I own or work in a business on this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

It improves the neighborhood and 
traffic flow.

We need access through median 
for large semi truck deliveries to
5150 #2 N. La Cholla Boulevard.

Montgomery Auto 5150 N. La Cholla Blvd.
#A
Tucson, AZ 85705

407-9456 I own or work in a business on this 
section of La Cholla Boulevard.

I regularly drive through this section 
of La Cholla Boulevard.

The effort being made to keep
businesses and residents along La 
Cholla Boulevard aware of what is 
being proposed and considering their 
input.

I am concerned about the lack of
an entrance into the business
center because of a raised median, 
no parking outside the fenced area or 
room to stop to open gate. I am fully 
aware you can not accommodate 
everyone, but these are our 
concerns.

I think walls and any landscape would
be a huge improvement.
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La Cholla Boulevard: Ruthrauff Road to River Road (4LCITR) 
Summary of Public Opinion Questionnaire of September 2008 
 
La Cholla Boulevard is a capital improvement project that impacts many 
residents of Pima County. Currently 23,000-28,000 vehicles per day drive this 
segment of La Cholla Boulevard. By 2030 it is anticipated that 41,000-44,000 
vehicles per day will drive this segment. This use comes from the local 
community as well as those coming to or driving through the area. According to 
the Public Participation and Mitigation Ordinance, section 10.56.130, a public 
opinion questionnaire was circulated to all property owners within a half mile of 
the project. Of the approximately 900 people contacted, 37 returned the 
questionnaire. County residents approved this project with the 2006 RTA vote. 
The RTA vote along with this low response rate suggests that the project is 
perceived as needed. The most common comment in the questionnaire 
responses, mentioned 22 times, was that additional lanes and congestion relief 
that the proposed plans provides is much needed. Eight responses indicated that 
the project would bring overall improvement to the area. Example responses to 
“please describe what you like about the project” include: “All proposed 
improvements.” and “Everything!!! Much needed project!” However, not everyone 
is pleased as reflected in this comment, “Everything about this project will in 
some way affect us negatively, by increasing traffic, smog, and decreasing 
property values.”   
 
Depending on an individual’s situation they may perceive the La Cholla 
Boulevard improvements as a negative or a positive change. Traffic was one 
area mentioned by a number of people. Three different people commented, 
“Making the road six lanes is great.” and “I like the three-lane each way design.” 
and “It will bring more traffic by our business.” Two other people countered, “Why 
six lanes? I believe that is too many lanes.” and “The project should be designed 
for four lanes instead of six lanes.” 
 
Safety is another issue drawing differing opinions. Five people specifically 
mentioned the safety benefits of the project. For example, one person stated, 
“This should improve traffic flow and hopefully reduce accidents due to 
impatience in long lines at the light.” On the other hand, one person mentioned 
reduced safety and two mentioned the nearness of traffic to homes as a safety 
concern. One person commented on the proximity of the road to his home, 
noting, “This also subjects me to increased safety risk due to increased lanes…” 
 
Sound barrier walls received varying comments as well, with six people 
commenting on them favorably and two commenting against them. Those in 
favor of walls explained, “I think walls and any landscape would be a huge 
improvement.” and “Don’t forget roadside visual barriers where needed.” Those 
against walls for this project stated, “I am not interested in a high wall in front of 
property.” and “We do not like the proposed sound barrier. Our property is zoned 
M.U. … Our ability to use the property for any type of business would be 



destroyed by the proposed walls.” The property north of Jay Avenue on the east 
and north of Calle Narciso on the west is zoned MU. These properties vary from 
primary residences, to residential rentals, to commercial properties. Therefore, it 
is understandable that this mixed use bring mixed ideas on what the area should 
look like. While a number of people have asked the County to buy adjacent 
properties, a number of property owners do not want to sell their property, 
stating, “I am not interested in …selling property as I just finished building a 
duplex.” One resident felt like the County should not go over budget by acquiring 
property, stating, “Do not purchase right of way if not needed.” How properties 
are used also relates to property value. This issue of value drew differing views 
as well. Some saw the project as enhancing value, stating, “I like the new look for 
this area.” Another person believes, “…our overall property value will go down.” 
 
The issue of access is important to a number of people as well. Some see the 
medians as a means of increasing safety. One person in favor of medians stated, 
“Control access points close to the intersection.” On the other hand, some people 
saw the medians as detrimental to their businesses. One person stated, “The 
islands make it impossible to get into my property from the north. We need a 
center lane.” and another person said, “It is vital that there is a turn lane for 
southbound traffic into our parking lot…” 
 
The comments received from the 37 respondents mentioned a variety of topics. 
In general, the respondents like the increased roadway capacity, turn lanes, 
bridge, sidewalk, bike lanes, transit access, park access, landscape, and public 
art. Opinions varied on issues such as number of lanes needed, level of safety, 
use of walls, type of landscape and art, impact to property values, whether 
property should be acquired, and whether medians should control access. This 
diversity of opinion is normal for a Capital Improvement Project since County 
residents have differing perspectives depending whether they own property 
adjacent to the right of way, or within a nearby neighborhood, or if they commute 
to or through the area.  
 
 
 
 









 




