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Summary 

 
Attendees 
DeWayne 
Carol Owens 
Candy 
Albert Lannon 
Raul Richardson 
Melvin Coley 
Ed Cassidy 
Christopher Banks 
Rich McKnight 
Bette Richards 
Barbara Baraway 
Lisa Furlough 
Dorothy Banks 
About 10 other people attended but did not provide a name or comment 
Committee Chairman Wendell Long 
Pima County staff 
 
The hearing began at 6:05 p.m. with an introductory presentation by Chairman Wendell Long.  The hearing 
included comments, questions and answers, and involved members of the public, Chairman Long, and 
County staff. 
 
Main themes from speakers and those that submitted comments 
There were many comments about the dirt roads in Picture Rocks, some which are maintained by the 
County and some which are private, but the sales tax proposal is to fix paved roads. Many of the speakers 
stated that they could not support the sales tax because they didn’t think that the revenues would be 
actually be spent to fix their roads in Picture Rocks, which most stated were in poor condition.  
 
Albert Lannon (also see 1 page proposal for unincorporated Pima County dirt roads attached) 

• Stated that we already have a half cent sales tax and it goes to the Regional Transportation 
Authority (RTA), and assumes the RTA plan could be amended to include road repair. 

• Read through his proposal for dirt roads (attached) and asked that dirt road maintenance be 
added to the plan. 

• Requested that the Pima County Department of Transportation (PCDOT) research which dirt 
roads in Picture Rocks are County-owned versus private because there is a lot of confusion.  

• Opposes the County’s financial assistance to Worldview and County support in ADOT report for 
I-11 through Avra Valley. 

 
Raul Richardson  

• Roads are a disaster. 
• Called the County in the past and they said they never maintained a certain road but he thinks 

they did and that they lied about it.  
• Does not support a sales tax unless it goes towards fixing his road.  



 
Melvin Coley (also see comment card attached) 

• Asked questions about dirt road maintenance. 
• Yes supports a sales tax if it was used only for roads and if it is spent where his community 

decides it should be spent.  
 
Ed Cassidy (also see comment card attached) 

• Asked about why the new Twin Peaks pavement project stops near the concrete plant and how 
it was funded. 

• Asked why the County can’t use sand from the cement plant that is tearing down Twin Peaks.  
• Stated that 90 percent of roads are washed out and impassible.  

 
Christopher Banks (also see comment card attached) 

• Lived in the community since 1971 with his wife and back then there were only two paved 
roads.  

• Has dealt with the County about the dirt roads but clearly the County should be taking care of 
the paved roads.  

• Would support the sales tax if he thought the County would spend the funding on roads in 
Picture Rocks, but they won’t and therefore he can’t support it.  

 
Rich McKnight (also see comment card attached) 

• Opposes a sales tax. 
• Doesn’t trust politicians and compared them to crooks. 
• Stated that the Board should be able to find the funding with current revenue sources and 

offered to personally go through the budget with the Board to find the funding for roads.  
• Not in favor of the RTA having an oversight role.  

 
Bette Richards (also see comment card attached) 

• Stated that she’s hearing that she shouldn’t trust the County because they haven’t done 
anything. 

• Asked about the priority for road maintenance and why the County keeps fixing good roads 
instead of poor roads. 

• Has two broken down cars because of the poor road conditions. 
 
Carol Owens 

• Stated that she has been working on transportation issues in the community for years, and 
asked the audience to sign up for a community committee that could begin with a brainstorming 
session about transportation.  

• Stated that she has been working on trying to get a SunTran bus to service Picture Rocks, is 
active on the I-11 issue and other road issues. 

 
Barbara Baraway 

• Supports a temporary sales tax for road repair if it’s for less than 10 years so that if the 
community doesn’t see any improvement, then it would not continue.  

 
Candy 

• Asked about the 25 cent property tax, how much money that generates and if Picture Rocks 
roads were included to be repaired from that funding – the response was no, and therefore she 
stated that she would not be in favor of a new tax. 

• Stated that the sales tax can be used for anything and so why would she think that the County 
would spend it in a rural area.  

 



 
Lisa Furlough 

• Lived in Picture Rocks since 2001 and Tucson since 1985. 
• Does a lot of driving and is not opposed to paying to get roads fixed. 
• Questioned if the funding was really going to be used for roads and is not confident the County 

will spend it that way.  
 
Dorothy Banks 

• Stated that if the County could reassure the community about where the funding would go and 
how it would be spent, then the County would have a fair chance of getting support, but doesn’t 
think that will happen since the attitudes of the speakers appears to be that they will not 
support it unless the funding fixes their particular road.   

 
 
Hearing ended at 7:10 p.m. 
Comment cards attached. 














