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S+J Strategies in Pima County

Court System Innovations and Treatment 
Alternatives (Funded by MacArthur Foundation)

Preventing and Resolving Failure to Appear 
Warrants

Post Conviction Alternatives to Jail



Court System Innovations and Treatment 
Alternatives (Funded by MacArthur Foundation)

• Implement Universal Pretrial Risk Screening for all
defendants booked in County Jail on felonies and 
misdemeanors to increase post-booking releases 

• Implement substance abuse/mental health screening 
before the Initial Appearance (IA) to provide the court 
with safe treatment alternatives to jail

• Increase Pretrial Services capacity to supervise high-risk 
individuals with behavioral health needs after release

•Provide training to justice system stakeholders, including 
judges, about court system innovations and treatment 
alternatives, and about implicit bias



Preventing and Resolving Failure to Appear 
Warrants

•Enhance automated call, text, and email court-reminders

•Establish multi-jurisdictional warrant resolution court 
dates on weekends and evenings 

•Strengthen relations with Tribal Nations and work to 
offer tribal members living on reservations easier access 
to courts in Pima County
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Safety + Justice Challenge Calendar

Warrant Resolution Courts

Justice Court warrants quashed through 2/2017 = 702
City Court warrants quashed = approximately 400 per month

All Courts April 8, 2017 Saturday
Justice Court April 25, 2017 Night Court
Justice Court May 23, 2017 Night Court
Justice Court June 12, 2017 Night Court

For more information visit www.pima.gov/safetyandjustice



Saturday's warrant resolution event to include justice, 
municipal courts

All Tucson-area municipal and Justice courts will be participating in Warrant 
Resolution Court on Saturday morning.
The event, held at Pima County Consolidated Justice Court, 240 N. Stone Ave., 
will run from 8 a.m. to noon and will include representatives from Oro Valley 
Magistrate Court, Marana Municipal Court, Green Valley Justice Court, 
Sahuarita Municipal Court and South Tucson City Court.
Judges from all participating courts will be at the event to help people resolve 
outstanding warrants and other pending court matters.
Lawyers with the Pima County Attorney’s Office and Pima County Office of 
Court Appointed Counsel will also be on hand to help resolve criminal cases.

Most of the warrants issued out of these courts are for failure to appear on 
prior charges or not complying with sentencing orders, both of which result in 
the suspension of a person’s driver’s license.
Attending Warrant Resolution Court is a way to quash the outstanding warrant 
and have driver’s licenses reinstated by the Motor Vehicle Division.
Customer service windows will be open to assist people who owe court fees 
and fines and to help set up or re-establish payment plans.

Lawyers with the Pima County Attorney’s 
Office and Pima County Office of Court 
Appointed Counsel will also be on hand to 
help resolve criminal cases.

Walk-ins are welcome, but anyone who plans on attending is encouraged to call the specific court in advance to make sure their matter can be 
resolved quickly. More information can be found on the event's website.
Tucson City Court, 103 E. Alameda St., will be open during the same hours for anyone with a warrant issued from there.
More than 3,775 people have attended past events, with 729 warrants quashed and 545 driver’s license suspensions lifted.

Contact reporter Caitlin Schmidt at cschmidt@tucson.com or 573-4191. Twitter: @caitlinschmidt



Post Conviction Alternatives to Jail

•Expand Home Detention Electronic Monitoring Program as 
alternative for non-violent misdemeanor and felony offenders

•Community Supervision options that allow employment, 
education, and treatment to continue

•Reduce Use of Automatic Probation Holds
•Holds placed on new arrestees not automatic

•Case-by-case decision

•Expand Use of Summons in Lieu of Arrest Warrants for 
Petitions to Revoke Probation

• Increase use of evidence-based intermediate sanctions to 
gain compliance



GPS Equipment



Arrested and Booked

12%
1%

40%

African American
Asian/Pacific Islander
White, non-Hispanic

4%
3%

54%

2013 US Census
2013 US Census
2013 US Census

42% Hispanic 35% 2013 US Census

5% Native American 4% 2013 US Census

Estimated County Population 998,050

Average Daily Population 1,835 – Pretrial & Sentenced

In Pima County - August 2015 



Arrested and Booked

2,404 – Total Bookings

82.6% - Men 17.4%  - Women

11.4% African American 4.1% 2015 US Census

0.7% Asian 3.2% 2015 US Census

38.2% Caucasian 52.9% 2015 US Census

44.6% Hispanic 36.4% 2015 US Census

5.1% Native American 4.3% 2015 US Census

Estimated County Population 1,010,025

2,585 – Total Released
(Court Ordered, Bond Out, Time Served)

Average Daily Population - 1,766 – Pretrial & Sentenced

In Pima County - February 2017



Percent of Monthly ADP by Race/Ethnic Category



Average Length of Stay (ALOS) in Days 
for Individuals Released During the Month



S+J Strategies in Pima County

Community Engagement

•Establish a Community Collaborative 

•Design a program supporting leadership development 
among formerly incarcerated individuals             
(Leadership Institute)

•Partner with The University of Arizona to develop a 
qualitative research project with current (and former) 
defendants and inmates

•May 16 & 17, 2017 Conference –

“Decriminalizing Mental Illness”



Community Collaborative
* = Steering Committee Member     ** = Committee Chair

Public Agency

Karla Avalos** Tucson Mayor
Jonathan Rothschild

Matt Pate Tucson Councilmember
Richard Fimbres

Jason Winsky Tucson Police Department
Hon. Tony Riojas* Tucson City Court
Amelia Pima County Attorney's 
Craig-Cramer Office
Danna Whiting Pima County Behavioral 

Health
Lori Lefferts Pima County

Public Defense Services
Lt. Scott Lowing Pima County

Sheriff's Department
Domingo Corona* Pima Pretrial Services,

Superior Court
Ron Overholt Pima Superior Court
Micci Tilton Pima County

Consolidated Justice Courts
Yvette Tucker Regional Behavioral

Health Authority -
Cenpatico

To be Announced Pascua Yaqui Tribe
To be Announced Tohono O'odham Nation

Community
Lyle Daychild* American Friends Service 

Committee
Thea Dixon Community Partners, Inc.
Anna Emerge!
Harper-Guerrero*
Sally Hueston HOPE, Inc.
Genevieve James Marana Health Care

Counseling and Wellness Ctr.
Keith Jeffery Primavera
Michele Keller* UA RISE Health & Wellness 

Center
Hon. Michael Lex Retired City Court Judge
Chad Marchand UA Center for Climate 

Adaptation Science and 
Solutions

Manny Mejias** Pima Prevention 
Partnership

Kona Morrison Kolbe Society
Advisory Board Member

Guenevere NAACP
Nelson-Melby
Hon. Charles Pyle* Retired Federal Judge
Celia Robidoux Arizona Serve of Prescott 

College
Grady Scott Interdenominational 

Minister's Alliance
Andrew Silverman UA Rogers College of Law
Rudy Trinidad Community Bridges, Inc.
Gerald Williams





Future Collaborations in Pima County

Felony Drug Diversion 
Program

Consolidated 
Misdemeanor 

Problem Solving Court



Advice for Prosecutors and 
Defense Attorneys in Collaboration

Honesty and candor

Trust

Open mind to the other side

Common goals and objectives

Follow-through


