


















Dept ID

Flood Control and Governmental Facilities
Status for 2014 

Meetings

BAC 

Tentative 

Approval 

Date

 Submitted By, Priority if 

Provided (Location if 

submitted by an 

organization) 

 Tentatively 

Approved 

Funding 

 Current 

Funding 

Request* 

 County Admin. 

Recommend. 

 2014 BAC 

Tentative 

Approval  

 2014/15 BAC 

Final Approval   Notes 

Flood Control

FC 58 Santa Cruz River: Rillito and Canada del Oro Confluence TA - scope change 21-May-10 PC 10,000,000$        10,000,000$       10,000,000$        

FC 9 Lower Santa Cruz Levee Extension Resubmittal Marana - 4 7,000,000$         $0

FC 14 40th Street Drainage Resubmittal S. Tucson - 2 3,000,000$         $0

FC 16 South 7th Avenue Between West 28th and 20th Streets Drainage Resubmittal S. Tucson - 4 2,500,000$         $2,500,000

East 32nd 1/2 Street Drainage New S. Tucson - 1 2,200,000$         $0

Cemetery Wash Drainage Improvements New PC & TO 4,000,000$         $4,000,000

SUBTOTAL 10,000,000$        28,700,000$       16,500,000$        

Governmental Facilities

FM 9 Green Valley Government Center Parking & Access Improvements TA 19-Mar-10 PC 2,000,000$          2,000,000$         2,000,000$          

FM 34 Downtown Legal Services Building Asbestos Abatement & Fire Sprinklers TA 19-Mar-10 PC 2,000,000$          2,000,000$         2,000,000$          

FM 110 Elections Equipment TA - decrease funding 16-Apr-10 PC $5,000,000 2,400,000$         2,400,000$          

SUBTOTAL 9,000,000$          6,400,000$         6,400,000$          

TOTAL 19,000,000$        35,100,000$       22,900,000$        

Dept ID

Job Growth, Education and Workforce Training
Status for 2014 

Meetings

BAC 

Tentative 

Approval 

Date

 Submitted By, Priority if 

Provided (Location if 

submitted by an 

organization) 

 Tentatively 

Approved 

Funding 

 Current 

Funding 

Request 

 County Admin. 

Recommend. 

 2014 BAC 

Tentative 

Approval  

 2014/15 BAC 

Final Approval   Notes 

FM 1 Pima County One Stop Career Center TA - increase scope/cost 16-Oct-09 PC 4,500,000$          6,737,000$         6,737,000$          

FM 11 Pima Community College Health Education Campus TA - delete 19-Mar-10 PC, PCC 40,000,000$        40,000,000$       $0

UAMC South Campus Allied Health Training & Facilities Expansion New UA 40,000,000$       40,000,000$        

Innovation/Technology Building, UA Tech Park - Bridges New UA 45,000,000$       45,000,000$        

Science Park Drive - Rita Road to Pantano Road Improvements New UA and PC 10,772,000$       10,772,000$        

Tucson Visual Arts Complex - Site Acquisition New UA 8,000,000$         8,000,000$          

TUSD Cooper Center for Environmental Learning (Camp Cooper) New UA/TUSD 2,000,000$         2,000,000$          

Marana Cultural and Heritage Park - Economic Development New Marana - 1 20,000,000$       10,000,000$        

Sonoran Corridor Highway Improvements between I-10 and I-19 New PC 20,000,000$       20,000,000$        

Oro Valley Business Accelerator New OV - 1 15,000,000$       15,000,000$        

Southern Arizona Mining & Industrial Technology Centers New JTED 12,000,000$       $0

TOTAL 44,500,000$        219,509,000$     157,509,000$      

Dept ID

New Projects From City of Tucson
Status for 2014 

Meetings

BAC 

Tentative 

Approval 

Date

 Submitted By, Priority if 

Provided (Location if 

submitted by an 

organization) 

 Tentatively 

Approved 

Funding 

 Current 

Funding 

Request 

 County Admin. 

Recommend. 

 2014 BAC 

Tentative 

Approval  

 2014/15 BAC 

Final Approval   Notes 

Downtown Community Theaters & Historic Cultural Landscape New Tucson 28,000,000$       

Public Safety Training Academy - Judgmental Firearms Taining Facility New Tucson 4,100,000$         

Public Safety Training Academy - Multi-purpose Training Facility New Tucson 11,700,000$       

Public Safety Training Academy - Driver Training Facility New Tucson 3,000,000$         

Temple of Music and Art New Tucson 871,000$            

TOTAL 47,671,000$       



Criteria 



Pima County Bond Advisory Committee 

Criteria for Project Inclusion 

Revised June 14, 2013 

 

 

 Broad demonstrated support by public 

 Has regional public benefit 

 Partnerships 

 Other funding sources or matches 

 Education and workforce training  

 Advances Board adopted principles of sustainability and conservation 

 Previously authorized large-scale bond projects or programs that are now short 

funding 

 Phasing of large projects 

 Impact on operating and maintenance costs for governments and commitment to 

fund these ongoing costs 

 Project or program is a capital improvement, not a repair or maintenance project 

 

 

 

Criteria below would apply to the entire bond package at the end of the process and not to 

individual projects: 

 

 Advances Board adopted principles of economic development and basic 

employment growth that will attract more jobs to the community. 

 Advances the following nine principles that represent the shared values identified 

in the Imagine Greater Tucson process: accessibility, educational excellence, 

environmental integrity, good governance, healthy communities, higher 

education, broad-based prosperity, quality neighborhoods, and regional identity. 

 Regional or jurisdictional balance 

 

 



Project Sheets 



 

Department: Community Services, Employment and Training Department 
Date: May 14, 2014 

Future Bond Election Proposed Projects Template 
 
Project Name:  Pima County One-Stop Career Center 
 
Location:  A west-side location near buses and main traffic arteries in an area with traditionally high 
unemployment rates. 
 
Scope:  One Stop Career Centers provide basic job seeker and employer services to all individuals and 
companies, and fund education and training programs for individuals eligible for specific programs.  County is 
required to operate One-Stop Career Centers under the federal Workforce Investment Act (WIA). One Stop 
Centers are also expected to house other federal employment programs defined as “partners” under WIA. County 
owns one Comprehensive One-Stop center facility and currently rents space for another.  WIA funding is limited, 
vulnerable to sequestration and other cuts, and stretched to cover rising cost of training and higher minimum wage 
for subsidized work programs. The rented One-Stop facility is overcrowded, serving both adult job seekers and 
youth job seekers, including summer youth employment program participants. 
 
The anticipated need is approximately 18,000 square feet.  Space needs include a large resource area for adult job 
seekers and a Youth Employment Hub with its own entrance.  The resource area includes computers for clients to 
use in job search, computerized assessments, and resume writing; workspace for non-computerized activities, and 
a library of printed information. Approximately 50 offices/work stations are needed for staff to determine 
eligibility and assessment for various programs, business services staff, workforce development specialists, 
supervisors, and support staff.  Space should include three classrooms that are wired for computerized instruction 
with removable walls in order to hold large groups. The Youth Employment Hub needs to include a separate 
reception area, dedicated resource area with job search/career exploration computer terminals, two classrooms – 
one with computers for assessments and offices for youth services specialists from both the County and partnering 
youth employment agencies.  
 
Benefits:  Elimination of “rent” makes County proposals for discretionary federal funds more competitive; 
enables County to use more of federal funds for training rather than overhead costs; and makes it easier to ask 
“partners” to co-locate in One Stop Centers.  Co-location of partners supports a coordinated regional workforce 
system that breaks down resource “silos” to ensure the right service mix for each company and/or job seeker we 
serve. 
 
Costs:  The estimated cost with land acquisition is $6,737,000 to either acquire land and build a new building or 
acquire existing building and renovate it. 
 
Bond Funding:  Up to $6,737,000 in bond funds would be needed for this project. 
 
Other Funding: Federal program funds generally cannot be used for construction.  However, ongoing O and M 
costs can be covered by federal funds received by County as well as from “partners” who agree to co-locate in the 
space.  
 
Fiscal Year Project Start and Finish Date: Site acquisition in 2017.  Planning and start in 2017 with completion 
targeted in 2018. 
 
Project Management Jurisdiction: Pima County 
 
Future Operating and Maintenance Costs:  It is estimated that O and M will cost $78,000 a year.  Most of this 
will be covered by federal funding obtained through formula One Stop programs as well as discretionary grants. 
 
Regional Benefits:   The One Stop serves all employers in Pima County as well as all job seekers.   The majority 
of people who use the One Stop live in areas of high unemployment. 
 
Supervisor District of Project Location:  District 5.  







UA health campus_061014 1 

Department:  
Date:  

 
2015 Bond Election Proposed Projects Template 

 
 
Project Name:  The University of Arizona Medical Center - South Campus Allied Health Training and Facilities 
Expansion 
 
Location:  The University of Arizona Medical Center – South Campus (UAMC-South Campus) 
 
Scope:  Expansion priorities for UAMC – South Campus include the addition of 30 inpatient medical/surgical  
beds, improved infrastructure for imaging technologies, a catheterization lab, training space for allied health 
professionals and EMS Base Hospital providers and faculty, office space to support the Graduate Medical 
Education program, an expanded bed tower, ICU expansion, renovation of the exiting hospital facility, build out 
of the third floor in the Behavioral Health Pavilion to include outpatient services .  Of these, the projects proposed 
for the 2015 bond election include the expansion of the 5th floor of the exiting hospital to accommodate the 18 
new inpatient medical/surgical beds, MRI and CT Scan and other equipment and facility infrastructure to support 
the goal of improved imaging technologies, new cath lab, build out of the third floor in the behavioral health 
pavilion and the facilities to accommodate the training of allied health professionals and EMS Base Hospital 
providers and faculty along with the necessary office space. Ensuring appropriate healthcare facilities are in place 
is part of training and teaching our next generation of healthcare professionals. 
 
Benefits:  Formerly Kino Community Hospital, UAMC –South Campus is a now a comprehensive medical center 
and hospital and Southern Arizona’s newest academic medical facility.   As the only hospital located south of 
Broadway in Pima County, the provision of critical medical services, including emergency and psychiatric care, is 
vital to a large section of the Pima County population. These facilities will enhance the services provided to our 
community by: 1. Meeting the healthcare needs our patients require 2. Allow for the training of allied health 
professionals and residents in a medically underserved area 3. Increase the number of jobs in Pima County 
resulting in economic development opportunities. 
 
Costs:  The total cost of the expansion priorities for UAMC – South Campus is $583 million. 
 
Bond Funding: $40 million is proposed to be included in 2015 Bond Election.  
 
Other Funding:  To be determined. 
 
Fiscal Year Project Start and Finish Date: (Provide estimated Fiscal Year for project start and finish date.)  FY 
2015/FY 2016 
 
Project Management Jurisdiction: (Provide the jurisdiction that will manage the project development.)   N/A 
 
Future Operating and Maintenance Costs: (Provide information on O&M impact.  Estimate an annual amount.  
If O&M will be paid by other jurisdiction, include the jurisdiction.) N/A.  All O&M costs will be paid by UAMC 
– South Campus 
 
Regional Benefits:  See “Benefits” above.  
 
Supervisor District of Project Location:  District 2 
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Department:  University of Arizona, Tech Parks Arizona  

    

2015 Bond Election Proposed Project 

    

    

Project Name:  Innovation/Technology Building, UA Tech Park – Bridges (formerly known as the Bio Park) 

 

Location:  UA Tech Park - Bridges (Tucson Marketplace Drive/Nobel Way) 

 

Scope: 150,000 square foot, three story, multi-tenant office/research building with parking structure;  60% office 

space, 40% laboratory space; building will be designed for maximum flexibility to accommodate a wide range of 

technology companies from start-up to mature technology companies; office space for units of Tech Launch 

Arizona, including Tech Parks Arizona. 

 

Benefits:  The Bridges is a major in-fill project in the center of Tucson. The Bridges is a Planned Area 

Development (PAD) and includes 110 acres of retail development and 175 acres of residential development. The 

UA Tech Park - Bridges occupies 65 acres and can accommodate nearly 4 million square feet of office and 

laboratory project uses. The Technology/Innovation Building would help kick start development within UA Tech 

Park – Bridges and provide much needed office and laboratory space in central Tucson for small and mid-sized 

technology companies. 

 

Costs: $45 million (estimated)  

 

Bond Funding: $45 million 

 

Other Funding: Land valued at $2.5 million (5 acres at $500,000/acre); University would retain title to the land 

and provide Pima County with a no-cost ground lease; University has already invested nearly $6 million in the site 

and infrastructure improvements (the site is “development ready”); University offices would serve as an anchor 

tenant of the building. 

 

Fiscal Year Project Start and Finish Date: (Start Date:  January 2015, Finish Date:  December 2016.) 

 

Project Management Jurisdiction:  Design and construction of the building would be by Pima County; the 

building would be managed and operated by the Campus Research Corporation (CRC), the entity that manages 

the facilities for the UA Tech Parks; title to improvements would be held by Pima County; CRC would operate the 

building under a master lease with Pima County. 

 

Future Operating and Maintenance Costs: CRC would lease, manage and operate the building; CRC would be 

responsible for common area, operating and marketing expenses.   

 

Regional Benefits:    The UA Tech Park - Bridges provides a strategic location for technology companies and 

service enterprises that need or want close proximity to the University’s Main Campus, area hospitals (UA Medical 

Center, UA Medical Center South and VA Regional Medical Center), Downtown Tucson and Tucson International 

Airport.   At full development, the UA Tech Park - Bridges will serve as a major employment center along the 

Airport/University corridor. Development will contribute to the revitalization of an economically challenged and 

distressed area of central Tucson. 

 

Supervisor District of Project Location:  District 2 
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Department:  University of Arizona, Tech Parks Arizona, UA Tech Park 
 

2015 Bond Election Proposed Project 

    

    

Project Name:  Science Park Drive – Rita Road to Pantano improvements 

 

Location:  Eastbound from Rita Road to Pantano Road alignment    

 

Scope: Improve 1.4 miles of Science Park Drive to a four lane divided parkway with multi-use pathway.  This is a 

part of a $23 Million dollar project to improve Science Park Drive from Kolb Road to Rita Road. 

 

Benefits:  As the Tech Park employment and occupancy grows, improved access to the park needs to address 

congestion and handle increasing amounts of traffic while maintaining development guidelines designed to 

attract new employers and facilities.  This project addresses those needs and improves accessibility, not only for 

vehicles, but also connects the multi-use pathway to the regional Urban Trail System to encourage non-vehicular 

travel.   This parkway also provides an improved route to the southeast from Kolb Road to improve traffic 

circulation in the area in general.   

 

Costs: $10,772,000 

 

Bond Funding: TBD 

 

Other Funding: None for this portion of the project.  Funding for the $12 Million dollar improvement of Science 

Park Drive from the Pantano Road alignment to Kolb Road is to be provided by the UA Tech Park and its 

development partners.  Additionally, the UA Tech Park has already funded $6 Million for the water system 

improvement including well, pump station, storage facility and distribution lines. 

 

Fiscal Year Project Start and Finish Date: Start Date:  January 2015, Finish Date:  December 2016. 

 

Project Management Jurisdiction:  Pima County. 

 

Future Operating and Maintenance Costs: Roadway would be owned, operated and maintained by Pima 

County. If the eastern half of the Tech Park is annexed into the City of Tucson, the roadway and related 

infrastructure would be dedicated to the City and maintained and operated by the City. 

 

Regional Benefits:  The UA Tech Park is one of the major employment centers in southern Arizona with 

infrastructure in place to quickly absorb additional growth.  Expansion of Science Park Drive to a 4 lane parkway 

with multi-use pathway is consistent with improving access to the Tech Park for the increasing number of 

employees as well as improving traffic flow between Kolb Road on the west and Rita Road on the east.   The multi-

use pathway will connect the interior of the Tech Park to the Julian Wash Greenway and Urban Trail System. 

 

Supervisor District of Project Location:  District 4 



tguniversityrelationspimabondvisual06032014 1 

Department: A coalition of groups and organizations, including Tucson Museum of Art, Downtown Tucson 

Merchant’s Council, and University of Arizona 

 

2015 Bond Election Proposed Project 

    

    

Project Name:  Tucson Visual Arts Complex – Site Acquisition  

 

Location:  Downtown Tucson  

 

Scope: Acquisition of a preferred site for the building of a Tucson Visual Arts Complex, to anchor the Downtown 

Tucson Cultural District.  The preferred site is the existing La Placita Village, owned by HSL Properties and located 

at the southwest corner of Church and Broadway Blvd.    

 

Benefits:  The creation of a Tucson Visual Arts Complex would support the development of a cultural and 

innovation district in Downtown Tucson, which would drive increased private investment, foster job creation, 

attract and retain young workers in the community, and create a destination for local and international tourists.  

The Complex would be an active, flexible, mixed-use space including office, retail, residential, light/clean 

manufacturing, educational, museums, and gallery uses set within indoor and outdoor spaces.  The presence of 

visitors and workers in the Complex would support the continued growth of Downtown Tucson.  The indoor and 

outdoor gathering spaces in the Complex would be available for use and enjoyment by the community.   

 

Additionally, the La Placita Village currently has low-occupancy rates.  Repurposing the site would increase 

occupancy and use of the property and would increase tax revenues.  

 

Cost:  The creation of the Tucson Visual Arts Complex will require funds for planning and design, site purchase 

and demolition, and facility construction and management.  Realization will require a multi-year, multi-phase, 

multi-bond, public/private approach.  

 

Bond Funding: The estimated cost to acquire the La Placita Village site would be $8 million. 

 

Other Funding:  The multi-stage project would require a Public Private Partnership approach.  Contributing 

partners include:   

• Pima County -- Issue bonds and provide other appropriations for site acquisition, design and engineering 

services, and facility construction.   

• City of Tucson -- Contribute funding to help renovate and maintain city-owned portions of the Stravenue, 

Eckbo Plaza, and Tucson Convention Center Plaza. 

• Tucson Visual Art Complex Tenants -- University of Arizona could serve as an anchor tenant (among many 

others comprising the complex).  Each tenant would be responsible for operating and maintenance cost of 

its facilities. 

 

Total project cost will not be covered within a single bond issue, requiring phased development of the new 

facility.  Potential phasing could occur as follows: Phase 1:  Pima County purchases La Placita site with bond and 

other funds.  Portions are leased to University of Arizona and other tenants for academic programs and related 

business.  Phase 2:  Pima County demolishes portions or all of La Placita development; begins construction of 

Phase 1 of new Visual Arts Complex. Phase 3:  Pima County begins construction of Phase 2 of new Visual Arts 

Complex. 
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Fiscal Year Project Start and Finish Date: FY 2015/FY 2016 for acquisition of site.   

 

Project Management Jurisdiction: Pima County.  

 

Future Operating and Maintenance Costs: None. All O&M costs will be paid by tenants.  

 

Regional Benefits:  See “Benefits” above.  

 

Supervisor District of Project Location:  District 2 



 

TUSD Cooper Center For Environmental Learning _Final 1 

Department: Natural Resources, Parks, and Recreation  

Date:   May 16, 2014 

 

Future Pima County Bond Election Proposed Project 

 

Project Name: TUSD - Cooper Center for Environmental Learning (Camp Cooper) Facility Master Plan   

Location:  5403 W. Trails End Road, 85745 

 

Scope:  This project will take the existing Camp Cooper facilities, which have remained relatively 

unchanged and unimproved for over 40 years, and replace them with a facility that supports the 

valuable educational programming that occurs at the site with an innovative and sustainable 

model for Southern Arizona.  Over the past 4 years, TUSD and Cooper Center staff members 

have developed a comprehensive, five phase master plan for Cooper.  With Phase 1 nearing 

completion, renovations to the entrance area, bond funding would be allocated for Phases 2 – 5.  

Phase II focuses on renovations to 4 of the sleeping cabins and the construction of a new 

bathroom building with showers.  The third phase involves the construction of a new 

administration building, the conversion of the old office into a multi-use classroom, and the 

expansion of storage for program materials. Phase IV will expand and renovate the dining 

ramada, construct a new commercial-grade kitchen, and provide our amphitheater with shading. 

The final phase of the plan would renovate the remaining 2 sleeping cabins, convert the old 

kitchen and old classroom to multi-use spaces, install composting toilets near the cabins, and 

place contemplative benches throughout the camp for visitor enjoyment of the Sonoran Desert. 

 

Benefits: The Cooper Center has been offering meaningful natural world experiences and environmental 

learning programs for 50 years, serving over 130,000 children during that time.  Each year, field 

trip experiences from local schools bring over 4,000 K-8 students to the center.  The  Cooper 

Center is managed through a strong partnership between Tucson Unified School District (TUSD) 

and the University of Arizona (UA) College of Education; providing an outdoor experiential 

experience to students, families and community members. The Cooper Center educational 

programs are available to all public, charter, and private schools, in Southern Arizona and 

beyond.  Should the Cooper Center Facility Master Plan move forward, additional programs 

could be offered, the facility could be made available for use year round and additional 

partnerships could be developed resulting in a greater value to the community at large.   

Advocates for the project include TUSD, UA College of Education, UA Foundation, UA STEM 

Learning Center, Gates Pass Area Neighborhood Association, and the Friends of Cooper. 

 

Costs:   $2 million 

Bond Funding:  $2 million 

Other Funding:  None identified at this time 

Fiscal Year Project Start and Finish Date: Project Start FY 2015 and Project Finish FY 2018 

Project Management Jurisdiction: The project will be managed and maintained by Tucson Unified School 

District with operational support from University of Arizona College of Education 

Future Operating and Maintenance Costs: Operating and Maintenance Costs will be the responsibility of 

TUSD. Estimated O & M costs are $200,000 annually.  

Regional Benefits: The Cooper Center has served over 130,000 students during its 50 year history and 4,000 

students and 1,000 adults experience its programs annually.  The center is a partnership between TUSD and the 

UA, two of our community’s largest educational institutions.  The Cooper Center educational programs help each 

learner understand the importance of relationships between nature and the human world through positive 

experiences in nature and the teaching of basic ecological concepts.  Students who experience Cooper programs 

become more environmentally aware citizens in our community as well as globally. 

Supervisor District of Project Location:  District 5 



Town of Marana 
Date: April 15, 2013 
 

Bond Election Proposed Projects  
 
Project Name:  Marana Cultural and Heritage Park (Marana Heritage River Park -Economic 
Development) 
 
Location:   The Marana Heritage River Park is located just north of the Santa Cruz River, in portions 
of Sections 33 and 34, T11SR11E.  The site straddles Heritage Park Drive and is located just west of 
Tangerine Farms Road.  Interstate 10 (I-10) is approximately two miles to the east. 
 
Scope: Complete the design and construction of the Marana Heritage River Park (sports, 
performance and event facilities and infrastructure) Site development, reconstruction of public 
facilities to serve as interpretive and exhibition spaces, heritage and arts facilities, access (pedestrian 
and vehicular), parking, convenience facilities, picnic areas, demonstration areas, areas of passive 
recreation, and trail connections to the Santa Cruz River are all contained in the site plan. The scope 
compliments the Town’s application for economic development funding to stimulate tourism. 
 
Benefits:  The long-term vision for the park is to showcase Marana’s agrarian culture by integrating 
demonstration farming, community gardens, arts and cultural exhibits, performance and event 
venues, equestrian facilities, and a farmer’s market as the centerpiece of a thriving commercial 
district and tourist destination. 
 
As the Town of Marana works to create a safe community with a strong sense of place, where diverse 
people are motivated to be involved and feel connected, needed and appreciated it is important that 
the Town develop key initiatives and high-quality projects. The Heritage River Park celebrates 
Marana’s rich history and agricultural heritage and provides an opportunity to offer a sense of place 
for the community and economic benefits through private – public partnerships. 
 
The Marana Heritage River Park tells the story of Marana and the region’s past, and celebrates, 
honors and interpret the community’s history and culture as part of a integrated recreation 
experience.  Located along the Santa Cruz River, the park will highlight the importance of the river 
and water and the role of agriculture in the arid southwest from prehistory through modern farming 
and agribusiness.  Residents and visitors will be able to explore the evolution of the rural landscape 
through educational programs, art events, interactive exhibits, living history, and recreation. 
 
By partnering with private investors and community-based organizations, the Town aims to create an 
economically viable destination for both locals and tourists alike.  The Heritage Park project features 
for distinct development areas the Heritage Farm, Heritage Plaza, Heritage Park, and Heritage Ranch 
connected with an extensive system of walking/biking trails and shared-use paths. 
 
Heritage Farm 
One element of the Marana Heritage River Park is the Marana Heritage Farm. This learning farm 
provides an opportunity for Marana citizens to learn how to grow fruits and vegetables and resources 
on how to produce foods in Southern Arizona. The learning farm showcases Marana’s heritage 
through demonstration farming and relevant exhibits and by providing an outdoor classroom for 
adults, children and families.   
 



The Heritage Farm will feature community gardens, an open-air farmer’s market, commercial kitchen 
facilities and flexible space for public and private use. 
 
The Community Gardens will link area residents with agrarian opportunities passed down as the rich 
farming heritage of the community evolved. The Garden is a place where individuals and families can 
grow a portion of their own food in a collaborative environment, benefiting from the experience of 
other gardeners. Small parcels (10x20) centered around shared composting, tool storage, and water 
delivery are rented by community members at a nominal fee. Educational programming and site 
management help ensure a sustainable feel in the community.  
 
Heritage Plaza 
The Marana Heritage Plaza provides a flexible space where a tree-lined central court serving as a 
shady reprieve, quickly transforms into a busting  market, art fair, or family or community celebration.  
Serving as the northern gateway to the Marana Heritage River Park, the Plaza sets the tone by 
incorporating the materials used through the historic development of the area.    
 
Providing a design standard that promotes the Town’s history, core infrastructure, and easy access to 
utilities, makes the Heritage Plaza an economically attractive destination for investors while balancing 
commercial growth with preservation of Marana’s unique sense of place. Successful development of 
commercial partnerships is central to the viability of the Marana Heritage River Park.  Bringing 
together historic structures with updated and new amenities developed for commercial uses allows 
the Town to leverage space within the Marana Heritage River Park building a business-friendly 
environment that fosters job growth while providing a tourism destination.   
 
Heritage Park 
The Heritage River Park offers the community family-friendly play areas with attractions geared for 
every age.  Themed areas may including a tractor playground, petting zoo, and an irrigation 
influenced splash pad provide learning opportunities sprinkled throughout the park.  
 
The Marana Heritage River Park has been designed to highlight the importance of water use in the 
Santa Cruz River Valley. Marana has a long and rich history with more than 4,200 years of continuous 
human occupation. Long before the coming of the Spanish Conquistadors and missionaries in the 
17th Century, the area was inhabited by the Hohokam people who developed extensive canal systems 
and used waters from the Santa Cruz River to irrigate crops. After WWI that Marana became primarily 
an agricultural center, producing mainly cotton, but also wheat, barley, alfalfa and pecans. 
 
Adjacent to existing park facilities, a new agricultural themed splash park will provide visitors with an 
opportunity to experience the cooler temperatures and lush environments while learning from the 
functional history of irrigation farming practices.  Water has been the foundation for community 
farming throughout history and served as a central factor in the development of what is now known 
as Marana.  Small ponds positioned as the catch basins for the Park may provide an opportunity to 
serve as an educational tool to share stormwater harvesting techniques and discuss water 
conservation. 
 
Heritage Ranch 
Marana’s proud heritage of ranching and rodeo come to life at the Marana’s Heritage Ranch. This 
facility will draw participants and viewers alike from throughout the country to experience the rich 
western culture kept alive through equestrian activities, concerts, fairs, and special events. The 
Arena’s location, along the banks of the Santa Cruz River, provides the audience a unique natural 
setting and access to all park amenities.    



Linking the areas together is the shared-use path and trail system. The Santa Cruz River Shared-Use 
Path, as part of an integrated fully-linked trail system, is critical in providing visitors and residents an 
alternative mode of transportation for access to park amenities. Part of the Juan Batista de Anza 
Historic Trail, the Path features rest nodes with benches, bike racks, shade, and lush desert 
landscaping accented by the adjacent Santa Cruz River riparian area. The Path provides: a safe ADA 
accessible trail for recreational purposes including walking, biking, and skating; access for birding, 
photography and other leisure activities without precluding equestrian access; and an opportunity to 
highlight events of national significance as part of the Marana heritage experience. 
 
Costs: $45,000,000 
 
Bond Funding: $20,000,000 
 
Other Funding:  In addition to the land contribution and more than $2,000,000 already invested 
into development of the Park, the Town will leverage additional General Fund, private investment, 
developer contributions, and grant dollars to maximize the impact of Pima County Bond funds.   
 
Fiscal Year Project Start and Finish Date: FY 20013/2014 – 2020/2021    
 
Project Management Jurisdiction: Town of Marana 
 
Future Operating and Maintenance Costs:  Maintenance costs, estimated at $315,000 (indirect 
and administrative) - for park improvements will be paid by the Town of Marana using General Fund 
dollars. The Marana Heritage Farm will be included as acreage in the Town’s park inventory and 
programmed into the resource allocation for park maintenance as part of the Town’s annual budget 
process. Both on-going funds for maintenance and one time funds for park development will be 
programmed as available. The Town of Marana Parks and Recreation Department will maintain all 
areas of the Heritage River Park property not encumbered to another entity through a “partner-use 
agreement”. This includes, but is not be limited to, all entry points, fallow fields, fence lines, irrigation 
systems, landscaping, park facilities, paths, road frontage and service drives. Maintenance regimens 
will be based on best practices appropriate for the site to insure that Town of Marana Park Standards 
are met.   
 
Regional Benefits:  Full development of the Marana Heritage Park will provide a regional draw for 
tourists and visitors.  Its convenient location off of I-10 allows for easy access.  The rapid growth of 
eco and heritage based tourism makes the park and economic development vehicle for the region. 
 
Supervisor District of Project Location:  District 3 
 
For Internal Use only: 
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Department: Pima County Joint Technical Education District (JTED) 
Date: June 10, 2014 
 

Future Pima County Bond Election Proposed Project 
 
Project Name:  Southern Arizona Mining & Industrial Technology Centers 
 
Location:  Tucson/Sahuarita, Arizona  
 
Project Goal:  Establish regional, state of the art Mining and Industrial Technology Centers that meet the 
needs of Pima County’s population by providing Career and Technical Education (JTED) courses to over 
13,000 students, who are enrolled in more than 25 programs at 35 high schools and nine central campus 
locations.  Additionally, the centers will co-locate Pima Community College educational services and 
One-Stop workforce services to  provide general job seeker and employer services to all individuals and 
companies as well as small business development assistance in the form of workshops, seminars, one-
on-one counseling and mentoring.   
 
Scope:  The anticipated need for the Mining and Industrial Technology Training Centers is approximately 
80,000 square feet of classroom and laboratory space.  Space needs include classroom and academic 
meeting spaces for instructional and course work as well offices for faculty, workforce and support staff.   
An industrial shop and outdoor equipment operating space will provide a hands-on environment and 
‘real-world’ application for students and workforce training.  Additional large resource areas with shared 
and networking conferencing space, wired divisible classroom space, and offices will provide basic job 
seeker and employer services to all individuals and companies as well as on-site workshops and 
seminars on business related topics and business counseling.     
 
Project Description: The Mining & Industrial Technology Centers will be regional one-stop center for 
education, workforce development and small business assistance in Pima County. The centers will 
integrate industry partners, programs and access to academic institutions, workforce development, 
business counseling and training.  Additionally each center will serve as a central campus for the Joint 
Technical Education District (JTED).  One center will be located roughly in the Sahuarita/Green Valley 
area to serve the nearly 7000 high school students from Southern Tucson to Nogales.  An additional site 
somewhere near 1-10 between 22nd and Valencia would serve nearly 10,000 students that attend high 
school within less than a 10 mile radius.  The estimated enrollment of high school students at each site is 
approximately 700. 
 
At the center high school students will learn specific skills necessary to secure a job as well earn dual 
Pima Community College or University of Arizona credit in select programs. Furthermore the center will 
work with business and industry to ensure that all students have the opportunity to move to careers and 
college.   
 
Participating high school students will learn about the wide variety of careers available in mining and 
industrial technology including heavy equipment, welding, electrical power transmission, diesel 
mechanic and fixed plant maintenance.  The mining technologies coursework will emphasize the basics 
of heavy equipment operations for the mining industry, of which students will learn through course 
work simulations as well as hands-on ‘real-word’ equipment.   Specific applications of mining rigging and 
mine safety will also be taught.  The Mining & industrial Technology Centers will provide students with 
the opportunity to earn a national certification that can be used to gain entry into apprenticeship 



 

programs at various mine operations and ancillary businesses throughout Southern Arizona and further 
supporting job growth in Pima County.   
 
The Mining and Industrial Technology Centers will utilize strategic partnerships with Pima County’s 
Workforce Investment Board to assist people and support employers as well as the Small Business 
Development network to provide high impact, quality services and training to help business owners and 
further strengthen the local economy.   
 
The innovative aspect of this program is the colocation of the continuing educational services for 
students and workforce development services for companies.  Pima Community College will partner in 
the centers to deliver post-secondary as well as incumbent worker training.  This partnership will create 
clear pathways for students from high school into the workforce.  Additionally, programs will be 
available through Pima to offer training and certification to adults throughout the region.  This 
partnership will maximize resources through sharing of space, equipment and personnel.  The ongoing 
maintenance and operations costs of the facility will be shared with Pima Community College.  Revenue 
generated from partners who lease space for small business development will also be utilized to 
maintain and operate the facility.    
 
In addition to the regional centers, another goal of this initiative is to further define the industrial 
technologies pathways and increase opportunities for students at high schools throughout the county.  
A common foundation curriculum that can be implemented at virtually any high school is being piloted 
at Walden Grove and Sahuarita High Schools.  This foundational curriculum aligns with the advanced 
pathways.  This provides the opportunity for Pima County to develop a regional approach to meeting the 
demands of the future skilled workforce.    
 
Regional Benefits: Mining is one of the few industries where long-term, well-paying jobs are being 
added at an impressive rate.  According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics and reported by the 2011 
American Resources Review between June 2010 and 2011 metals mining jobs grew 3.9 percent and in 
jobs support activities by 19.2 percent nationally.  Based on U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
projections, the U.S. mining industry is expected to grow to over at least the next ten years, adding 
11,000-13,000 per year.    EIA projects that the industry will also need 78,000 replacement workers due 
to retirement, bringing the total of 128,000 new positions by 2019.   
 
Mining serves a critical part of the workforce in the region, but it is not the only employer of people with 
these skills.  The commercial construction industry has as seen a significant amount of growth following 
the “Great Recession.”  Coupled with the fact that the average age of a construction worker is nearly 55, 
the opportunities for skilled professionals in fields such as industrial electrician, welding, equipment 
operation and even construction management are steadily growing.  These are highly skilled and well-
paying jobs.  ONET (Occupational Information Network) through the Department of Labor indicates the 
median salary for a welder in Arizona is nearly $40,000 per year and the same is true for an electrician. 
Diesel mechanics and machinery mechanics can earn as much as $46,800 as the median salary.  
Moreover, ONET reports these job categories will see 20%-30% growth in new jobs between 2010 and 
2020.       
 
For 2012 the impact of mining to Pima County’s economy was estimated to be 14,230 jobs and over $1.3 
billion in total income.  The average the labor income of mining company employees is $99,500 per 
worker with average labor income across all employment directly and indirectly supported by the 



 

mining industry at $63,500.  Pima County accounts for 27 percent of all mining related jobs in Arizona 
and claims a large share of the jobs supported by the spending of mining-related general tax revenue.   
 
The Mining & Industrial Technology Centers will develop clear pathway from high school to 
postsecondary to the workforce and on to additional training by utilizing strategic partnerships to 
maximize resources and develop skills necessary to secure a job in mining and industrial technology 
careers.   The centers will also integrate workforce development, business counseling and training in 
support of individuals who are transitioning and pursuing a second career as an entrepreneur and 
business start-up. 
 
Costs: Estimated cost of $16,000,000 
 
Bond Funding: $12,000,000 
 
Other Funding: Other funding will come in the form of donated equipment from partnering businesses.  
Ongoing operational budget capacity will be available through enrollment in the Pima County Joint 
Technical Education programs as well as tuition from the Pima College Programs.    
 
Fiscal Year Project Start and Finish Date: Start 2016.  Projected Completion: 2018 
 
Project Management Jurisdiction: Pima County Joint Technical Education District 
 
Future Operating and Maintenance Costs: $2 million dollars/year for the Pima County JTED portion of 
the operations. PCC will provide maintenance and operations budget capacity for the adult education 
portions of the operation. Cost will be shared for equipment whenever possible.  Additional funds from 
revenue generated from leased space for business development and other support services will be 
utilized to operate and maintain the facility.  
 
Supervisor District of Project Location:  District 2 
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