






1.19 Santa Cruz River Open Space and Environmental Protection 
 
Location:  Various locations along and within the Santa Cruz River floodplain and significant 
tributary washes within the Town boundaries. 
 
Scope:  In accordance with the Town of Sahuarita General Plan, the scope of this project focuses 
on land acquisition and open space preservation within the Santa Cruz River floodplain and other 
major washes leading to the river within the Town.  Preservation of this area would serve as a 
focal point for the open space system within the Town.   
 
Benefit:  A main objective included in the Recreation and Open Space element of the Town of 
Sahuarita General Plan is to build on the presence of the Santa Cruz River and other major 
washes in that area as a focal point for the open space system within the Town.  An important 
factor in this project scope is the recognition that washes, tributaries and other riparian areas 
along the Santa Cruz River floodplain serve as important interconnections between open space 
corridors within the Town’s sphere of influence as identified in the General Plan document. 
 
Cost:  $1,500,000 $1,172,912 
 
Bond Funding:  $1,500,000 $41,579 
 
Other Funding:  None identified at this time $1,131,333 Regional Wastewater Reclamation 
District Obligations  
 
Implementation Period:  2, 3, 4, 5 
 
Project Management:  The Town of Sahuarita will manage acquisition, in conjunction with an 
intergovernmental agreement between Pima County and the Town.  The Pima County Real 
Property Division will coordinate with the Town. 
 
Future Operating and Maintenance Costs:  The Town of Sahuarita will assume ownership of 
and manage all parcels acquired under this program, in conjunction with an intergovernmental 
agreement between Pima County and the Town. 

 




