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Santa Cruz River Bridges
Bond No. PR5.9 – $200,000

Town of 
Marana



Project Summary
Funded through the 2004 Special Bond Election for $1,200,000, the Tortolita 
Trail features a trailhead and more than 30 miles of trails in the scenic Tortolita 
Mountains (IGA 01-05-M-126274-0605). The Tortolita Trail System is providing a 
regional benefit by offering recreational opportunities for hikers, equestrians 
and mountain bicyclists through the 3,245-acre Tortolita Mountain Park and the 
2,400-acre Tortolita Preserve.    

Update
The trailhead at Wild Burro Canyon was completed more than a year ago and 
hikers are enjoying the 25 plus miles of trails. Completed trails include Wild Burro 
Canyon (3m), Alamo Spring Trail (2m), Upper Javelina Trail (2.6m), Wild Mustang 
Trail (4m) and the Cochise Spring Trail (3.6m). Trail crews continue to work 
through the spring and summer to complete the trail extension to Pinal County. 
Additional trail construction is planned for Cochie Canyon, Wild Burro Wash, and 
an eastern access into Tortolita Mountain Park. Improvements to the Tortolita 
Preserve Trailhead are being implemented. Robin Riley is the artist selected to 
provide public art at the trailhead.

Although approximately 1.5 miles of the Ridgeline Trail have been constructed,  
trail crews continue to expand the trail further into the Tortolita Mountain Park.  
To date, more than $875,000 in reimbursement requests have been made 
to Pima County Parks and Recreation. Additional requests for $140,000 are 
expected to be submitted for reimbursement prior to end of the fiscal year.  
Trail construction will continue through 2014.

The balance of the available bond funding will be requested during the 
current fiscal year as trailhead construction is completed along with other 
improvements programmed as part of the Ritz-Carlton, Dove Mountain 
development.
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Hikers admire the view on the 
Tortolita Trail System.



Project Summary
Funded through the 2004 Special 
Bond Election for $200,000, the 
Santa Cruz River Bridge project 
CT-CA-12 00000 00000 172 will 
assist with construction of a multi-
use path connecting the linear 
park trail on the west bank of the 
Santa Cruz River to Cortaro Farms 
Road. This project is an extension 
of the previously completed 401 
mile segment of the Santa Cruz 
River shared-use path funded, 
in part, with general obligation 
bonds (IGA 01-59-M-13118-0606).

Update
In January 2012, the Town of 
Marana began construction on 
its Santa Cruz River Shared-Use 
Path behind Continental Ranch, 
connecting the existing path at 
Coyote Trails Elementary School 
to Cortaro Farms Road. The 
asphalt path is 14 feet wide and 
three-quarters of a mile long. 
Two pedestrian bridges required 
to cross drainage channels that 
empty into the Santa Cruz River 
were partially financed with Pima 
County Bond Funds at $200,000. 
Bridge fabrication was awarded 
to Stinger Welding, Inc. from 
Coolidge. Bridges were placed in 
March and the project complete 
on July 31. Reimbursement 
requests for the full $200,000 were 
submitted to Pima County Parks 
and Recreation and funding has 
been received by the Town. This 
project is now closed. 
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The bridges are complete, with 
artwork in place.
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Project #DOT‐4/8 Duval Mine Road, La Canada Drive to Abrego Drive @ $0 
 

1.  CIP Status:  The road improvements to Duval 
Mine Road  interchange have been completed as 
part of the I‐19 interchange and La Canada Drive 
intersection improvements.  The remaining bike land 
and shoulder widening along with additional draining 
improvements are not currently included in the 
Town’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). 
 
2.  Scope and Benefits of the Project:  The previous 
I‐19 interchange and La Canada Drive intersection 
projects improved Duval Mine Road between La 
Canada Drive and Abrego Drive. More specifically, 
the previous projects widened the existing roadway and the overpass structure 
at I‐19, modified ramp geometry and improved the intersection connections 
at La Canada Drive and Alpha Avenue Extension.  The previous projects 
included provisions for improved drainage, landscaping, pedestrian and bicycle 
movements and related elements.  The projects have reduced congestion and 
enhanced safety along Duval Mine Road between La Canada Drive and Abrego 
Drive. 
 
3.  Jurisdiction’s Actions to Implement the Project:  Several years ago the Town 
worked with ADOT to complete the improvements around the I‐19/Duval Mine 
Road interchange.  In FY2006 the Town expended approximately $50,000 towards 
a design concept report.  By the end of FY2007, the Town had improved the La 
Canada Drive and Duval Mine Road intersection through its CIP.  Construction 
on the remaining minor roadway and drainage improvements is not currently 
scheduled. 
 
4.  Status of Intergovernmental Agreements:  N/A 
 
5.  Unresolved Issues:  There are minor improvement elements of the project 
that have yet to be completed.  However, the original $2 million bond allocation 
to the Town was reallocated to other bond projects by Pima County. 
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Project #OS 1.19 ‐ Santa Cruz River Open Space @ $1,500,000 
 
1.  CIP Status:  The County will be acquiring all open 
space properties and then subsequently deed the 
property to the Town.  The Town will not incur capital 
expenditures for this project and, therefore, it was 
not included within the most current CIP. 
 
2.  Scope and Benefits of the Project:  This project 
focuses on land acquisition and open space 
preservation within the Santa Cruz River floodplain 
and other major washes leading to the river within 
the Town.  Preservation of this area would serve as 
a focal point for the open space system within the 
Town.  An important factor in this project scope 
is the recognition that washes, tributaries, and 
other riparian areas along the Santa Cruz River floodplain serve as important 
interconnections between open space corridors within the Town’s sphere of 
influence as identified in the Town’s General Plan. 
 
3.  Jurisdiction’s Actions to Implement the Project:  The Town and the County are 
actively pursuing the acquisition of a State Trust land property around the Green 
Valley Waste Water Treatment Plant. 
 
4.  Status of Intergovernmental Agreements:  There is an existing, fully executed 
intergovernmental agreement between the Town and Pima County. 
 
5.  Unresolved Issues:  There are no unresolved issues. 
 

 

Project #CR4.41 ‐ Anamax Park Multi‐Use Ball Field @ $500,000 

1.  CIP Status:  This project, which has been 
completed, was one component of the Anamax Park 
Phase I Expansion project, which was included in 
the Town’s CIP.  Pima County bond funds covered 
$500,000 (minus 2.5% in County Administration fees) 
of the total project cost which was $2,189,000. 
 
2.  Scope and Benefits of the Project:  Design and construct two multi‐use ball 
fields, parking, and restroom facilities on land adjacent to the existing Anamax 
Park; the project developed approximately 10 acres of the 22 acre site.  The 
population of southern Pima County and the Town are underserved with regard 
to having adequate ball field space available for soccer and football team 
oriented sporting events.  The addition of two more lighted fields provides relief 
for this shortage of recreational facilities. 
 
3.  Jurisdiction’s Actions to Implement the Project:  Construction on this project 
commenced in June 2007 and is now complete.   
 
4. Status of Intergovernmental Agreements:  There is an existing, fully executed 
intergovernmental agreement between the Town and Pima County. 
 
5. Unresolved Issues:  There are no unresolved issues. 

Sept 2012 
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Project #CR4.42 ‐ Bicycle Lane on Sahuarita Road @ $1,500,000 

 

1.  CIP Status:  The scope of this project is included 
within the Town’s CIP under the Sahuarita Road 
project (#03‐019A).  The total Town budget of 
$1,432,500 is the Maximum Allocated Amount, 
based on the Bond Ordinance allocation of 
$1,500,000 minus 2.5% which shall be retained by 
the County to recover a portion of the County’s 
administrative costs. 
 
2.  Scope and Benefits of the Project:  Right‐of‐way acquisition for and 
construction of bicycle lanes on both the eastbound and westbound sides of 
Sahuarita Road, which is a popular cycling route in southern Arizona.  Because 
Sahuarita Road is one of the main east/west thoroughfares in the Town and is 
adjacent to the Sahuarita school campuses and the Town Hall Complex, it 
experiences very heavy traffic demand on a daily basis.  Sahuarita Road is also 
part of a popular bicycling loop that runs through southern Pima County 
around the perimeter of Tucson and is utilized by cyclists from around the 
County.  Development of bicycle lanes will greatly improve the safety and 
circulation element of this roadway. 
 
3.  Jurisdiction’s Actions to Implement the Project:  The Town is designing and 
constructing the Sahuarita Road Bicycle Lane Project in conjunction with the 
Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) defined Sahuarita Road Improvement 
Project.  Due to the scale of the RTA defined project, the Town separated the 
Sahuarita Road Project into two phases.  Sahuarita Road Phase I includes 
improvements from Interstate 19 to La Villita Road, while Sahuarita Road Phase 
II includes improvements from La Villita Road to approximately Country Club 
Road (the current Town limits).   Construction on the Phase I portion of 
Sahuarita Road improvements, including bicycle lanes, started in September of 
2009 and was completed in January 2011.  The Phase II portion of the project 
will be delivered using a Construction Manager at‐Risk (CMAR) process.  The 
Phase II improvements, west of Nogales Highway, started construction in May 
2012 and are anticipated to be complete in September of 2014.  Phase II 
improvements east of Nogales Highway are at the 60% design level and will 
proceed to final design during construction of the improvements west of 
Nogales Highway.  Construction east of Nogales Highway duration is anticipated 
to begin mid 2014 and include an estimated duration of 18‐24 months. 
 
4.  Status of Intergovernmental Agreements:  There is an existing, fully executed 
intergovernmental agreement between the Town and Pima County. 
 
5.  Unresolved Issues:  There are no unresolved issues. 

Sept 2012 
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